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what c;caeptiono there are.
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all licarinc3 und8~ 'such 9at8n~ ana
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We" have thrse now3'releases. We have

•
4

SOlJ0

I
1

1
j

•
bavG~or should have; we intended to;have produotion

O·r:
.;., . If I inadtertently oGlittad

the
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5

Please state your namc 3

A' ! was with Inland Steel Companyo

o
Univorsity of Il1~nois Foundation) subsoquent to

A I had an aSGooiutio~ wi~hthbnl p~evlous

to and since my ~etira8Qnt.

I was a mefl~~2r of tile Foundation.

1
I



(\.,
"tJ

6

A Foundation is trying

to

o

of J:111no:1.8?

Q Doss this embrace all kinds of:a8sistance~

!
in V!Da'ti ~aJt;; do ~!OU Gcncl'ally do th:l-s 3.3~J:It:rtun_ee?

,~ Essentially we operate as a fund reiaing

Q For the Unive~Eity?

tlon'?

Q Do you dispense theBe funds fo~ particul~r

.'



7

j

I
I

o

to be mqmhers. pf t~o boa~dof the Fou~aation2
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9

Fourida t:ioi1~

A That i~'c,orr6ct.

thetu~nins over of

I
l



II

Q Are thOG8 funds that a~e received uilde~

10

Fou~'i(.1c\t:lon 2.1rJ.o

1
1

I
1 ()
I

I

: Boa~d ,of T~u8teesof tbe Foundati6n.

Q On page 12 of your A6nu~1 B8por~ you



Johnson-- d:l.z~ect 11

1
j
]
1
j

1

dU~ing the f~.acnl year 1965~66, 37 new inventions

tion to loc~ into the cocmercial utilisation?

A I don~t l:no~.

Q Dell; did you ~~ite tllO anullal report?

Q

:.- ,

. .



I '

Johnson - direct

Q During the course of the year, this

past year, foz' <n:ample, in connection with yOU!'

dut~.05 as president. did you call any meetings

of the officers ~r boards at which the patent

12

A \1e have a meeting of the boar-d gener-ally

once a month.

Q Do you attend thoscmeetings?

A Yes, moet of them.

Q Do you Officiate at those meetings'

A I do.

Do you recall l~hethel" at any of those

meetil'lgs dUlo:lng the past yeal'.sam.s of these ne'·J

1nvent:tons f~'om the various una11erai ty department s

were :repol:'tcd to you as havj.ng been x'eceived by

the Found,ation?

A Fz'om the Univers:tty 02 Il1ino:1.i3?

A I vemember ~asuely at som~ of the meetings

Q. Yes?

A And bow they were getting along at

Uni~er8:tty Patcnts z Inc."

Q Do you recall any discussions \»5.'.:;11 :regard



[I

Johnson - o5.reet 13

be bZ'ought :1.n c cnneceson wi>;h any of those patents'?

antenna patent~ with the reabmmendation that we

And suoh. action wastakell.

your recol1ection~

when cloyouthink that

Q It would have been to the best of your

l,:, ..... 1"3 . t',~l~~" ",,""
"Jv..l.J~J ..Q ..4 ........

a-g,o,



A It would seem to me that way •.

14

Q. Do you:remcmbel" l1ho VIas at that meeting,

A No. I do no\;.

Q

.
A

O? t !1P ·Doa,~A rno.o~~~~'~?_ '" _ - '\,,, , •• >..; '1"' ..,-- •

.,", , ",' "'h'·· 'Inenu .b A.t.~ t.,. .... t.

A Thatrrs right.

m(:eting?

A Yes.

A Yes.

a title under the

Dircctoh~, in

Director is, roughly ~hat his ~utics are?

Foundation under the direction, the seneral di~cc-

t10n or the Board or Ditector8.



Johnson - direct

Q Do you remembc~ who made the report

15

at this meetinry with re~ard to the matte~ of
~ 'i.::>.

these .:i.nf'ringements, and the r-ec ommendaztcn that

the board consider legal 'action?

A I canit X'emember who it was.· I have

a pretty good idea who it was. but I donit remember.

Q Would~o~ tell us whom you think it was?

A I think it was I:J:er:t'iam. Bob MCI'!'iam.

Q Roj;)(:l1'tr-leI'l'iam, and he is the counsel

or r-ecor-d in this -- OJ." who is Robert m;X';:'iam?

A He is p1;'esident of Univel's:lty Patents,

Inc.

Q Do you knot! whether he has any rela'don-

Shapiro & £;la,I'shal1. o£ record in thi s 15.t:tgat:Um?

Q . Do you remember the names of any of the

lnfrln8e~D that may have been mentioned at this

meeti!}:;;?

A '-! do 'not , ! mean f'l'om thc'meetLng );

Q Do you 1'l:Hl1ef1D(;)l' "lhethei.' thel'o was mbY.'e

than one ihfringer di~cuBBed?



I

() .
\" .';.

0",
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52

•

Johnson - direct

A leanit answer that.

Q. Do you l'ememl'01' whether' thel'e was mor-e

than one paten1; that; was as ser-t ed to be inf'X'inged?

A I don't know that.

Q. What action was a aked of: the Board in

this repol't of r'lr. NeI'I'iam i s?

A He repol'ted that they had investigated

and thCl'C had been inf'l'ingemen"i; of the antenna

patent ~Jhich we had, and recommended that ~Je te'.ks

action on this infringement.

Q You said "they inveoi;igated". tihom did

you mean?

I don't know who is "they'! -- he then.

He invest:lgated, all r:tght.

And did the Board take any formal

action on that recommendation?

A They did.

Q \~ould ther'€) be recorded in the m1.nui;es

a vote of the Board with rega~q to that?

A Yes. what action the Board took wDuld

tained by telephone this arternoon, frOm

the Foundation office, giving a report from



I
I
I

Johnson - direct

the Board of Directo~8 of the Foundatiqn

relative to this meeting that Ml'. Johrlsoll

has been discussing.

N011 we have no objection to z·ep;:,Ot11.lCing

this peport, with t~is modification.

The report l:t$ts sb: companies as 1n-

fl'ingezos, Suits have actually been filed

. against three of them, and I do no-t bel:i.eye

that we will siveyou the nameD of the Qther

three at this time.

17

MR. RINES: SUbject to our late~ feeling

that those othe~ three namas are important •

• e will accept the copy or that report for

the present, with those names deleted~

NR, IfLANN: All t·J.ght. on that basis 1'10

wj.ll ;Elva you a copy or this ~·epot't.

~iR. RIi·jES; WilLl you mal'l, this as E;-:l1ibit

B-1 for idGntification.

(Said document was marked Exhibit 8-1

for identification.'

BY Nfl\) RINE:S:

Q, .r-h'. Jolmaol1, do<ss thia. sheet tlH1.t yOU1'

ano bearing the legend B-1 3 ~cf~esh your recollection



II
I
I
I

I

1
'1

Johnson - direct

A No.

Q

that you w~re discussing?

A Yes ..

18

in do not

reeollcct1.on'?

Q ThOrtl8.S i'nent:loned j.n the

last sentence, if you !tno~?

Q Do yeu Itna~ his ri~zt name?

j), don q t



19

in tho end of the

Foundat:ton plal1B to f:tlc aga:J..l1s'i;, the' local d:ts ..·-··

'and then Blonder-Tongue Laboratories, I~c. appears

i\

Q

c», you .z-ead "i {a CCr.'l:'l.lc,\;ly, ::lO,8 ,.. ~
D:t'Ct yon 11&\10 any. "'" Ot;, "d"'G ·'~h.'="' 'r ·~h.cd•.-). 'l .. ",L 16 b~ .. "i, 'iJ

az-ea bU.t

or whether ~e should take some action against t~Gmo

Q Di~ you know whether you haa tal:en ahY

A No.



! '\ '
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Johnson ~ direc~

Q And you clion at know then?

A No.

Q Do you !~i10i~ t'lhether you have in the

Foundation actually secured any licensees unde!'

the antenna, patent that you have referred to?

1\. \111eth01' we secur-ed any licensees -- we

are getting some royaltieB.

A No• :r. don ut.

Q Does the name J1i'D mean anything to ~rou?

A J. ~emember that whoeve~ it WBB it W&S

a se~ies of initials,

Q Do yeu recall ~lhethel' any action or '~he

license UYH:1el' these ant enna patents to JP,i) or

any other party?

motion to s~ant the liaense?

Q How do you know that you got income

from such a license?

A Onoe a conth we get 8 statement; made

by the controller, as to what ooneyo com6 in and

20



Johnson - direct

Woll. it is givcn to us in a good deal

each month?

A Yes.

tell us his ilamc?

Q He ~8 the cont~ollG~ of the Unive~s1ty

or Illinois. but the trsn~urc~ of the gn1ve~s1ty

or Il11no1a Foundation,. is that correct?

21

income



J(!hnson &>0 22

·the same?

im::ome?

O'n ,· f,·t 4~·-lno-~~-t·..... - ..za'":;..!.H t;.-' i.·\.<~,U it :ls of

Q Can you tell me whnt his been tho policy



23

Q, to just;

..
A ~'Jeu3eC(Ytln301q s rt'?cdmmbl'1Qat:ion.. i'\ll

sellihg the patented ,items tha~~Qu ~o~e !icensinS?

Did youeonGid0~ that the Foundation~s



Johnson - d:trec t

function was mel'ely to grant a license, oz- did

y-ou considcl' thaC the Foundation should paz>take

in the Belling activitlesof the licensee?

A Hell,l'I(:l sure as hell d:!.c1n Ut have a

sales oE.'(Sanization. no.

~ Were you interested in having the

Foundation do advertising or cornmun1aat~ with

24

cuat omers of you!' licensee. OJ;' in anyothel' way

:U8e the name of the Foundation to &33:1.31; in sel;Ling

by tilB l$.uen.eee?

A We expected the patent to be sold on

its me~its. not because it was held by the

Unive~Uity of Illinois.

We had haa patents that we thought had

Q. Is yOUl' anStHH' then. am I fa.il1'ly stating.

yOUl' anl"ltH~r,>. that the Foundation ~'Hl€J intel'ested in

licensing the patent on it9 merits?

PI. Thatgs l1;-'ight.

Q And not in participating in aiding the

licensoe in using the name of tl10 Po'"mdation or

othel' activ:U;ie8 or the Foundat:1.on '1;0 help sell

'II I naver ImotJ tha.t sUhJect to ever come up.

··"F: ; .. .,



53 Johnson - c1:1.J:>ec t

Q Did YOtt know that in the J.1censeag:ree-

men'!: on the antenna patents that the Fottndat;i.ol'l

g:t'anted an e:~cluaive license to. J'FD?

A I didn't know that, but lam not sup-

25

Q \'Illy dO you say tha,t yot'. a:neno'l; 51.l.rpz':l.sed?

A 1;'101:1., I imagine, fl'om my experience in

commet'c:tal. 7\ife,if you had a patent and somebody

was going to spend some money developing it, they

wanted an exe Iua:!.ve, i'lhethm." it <las an exclus;i.ve

Q HOl.,ld you have eOl'l3:1.del."ed 1'1;:l.n the

beot :1ntei:'Gsts of' tilt:! Un~:"~I.'8ity.theFoundation

and also the UniVtH'fl1ty. to have givet, ail \'}XChls1.ve

tOI' the t;;i191c J.:U.'e of tho patEmt aUG tH,ll' anybody

else from i.wing that <I;echnology?

Po I would 110t an",;~el' that question. You

Q Bayou CQuld not ~aYJ offhand, that

t'h;lB~Ja.fJ a pol:iey that t~Jol..'.ld be favorahle to-the

Fou.ndat:lon vrj.. thaut sf;;udyil1.B t;he details or the

A What policy?



~_... ~ ..,.,~ ..~~__m._._. ~
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J6hnson - direct

Q Granting .an exclusive license for the

whole lifeo? the patent.

26

~...(0

A I don 9 t even know that such was the case ,

Q No, my question tOjtOtl is. in connection
,

with the policy of the F01.tndaM.on. does the idea

or giving an exc suaave license for the wholelU'e

of' the p<:,tent to one pa!.'t~r.is that one villich

appea13 to you asbe1nB j.n ace end I~i tl1 the object:). ve s

~f the Foundation?

A I did not say th/;.t the Founc1ation ponc~r

was to l.1:1:'o.nt an cltclusive license for the life 01'

the patent. I did not 88yth&.t.

Q \'Jould ~70U tell me what its po1:lcy is in·

if you tmotv?

any specific spelled out policy.

Q So each aaBe Is treated on Ita ownmarlts?

A As far as I know.

Q Do you ~ecall any discuBsionin the

grUIl1:ins or the license to J'FD?

A No. I donnt remember that.



Johnson - dirGc~

Q \'10111d you s ay ....;h0l:.'c Has no such dis-

cusoion; to the best of you~ recollection?

that go

Q Do you thin~c you m:mld havel'emembel'ed

it had :l. t -calten place.. Hnel'e 'thGl·e we!'", only two

licenses that have been granted?

27

It,"~~~.~"l.r':l'70l,,:~..on· and .e•••,.....~ V'i~_nl~ of' '7", "(1 0 "'e' (';l c:! ......,-}"._ ... ~ :.~u. "o!. ~ ... ~l t,;:'.l_ '-A,-. _ _... ..... ~"'" __ -- j;:'Io.)O!.oJ!. I of the

the Foundati6n~B permission?

Q You did not li;no,:) that a e Lause of the

license agreement withJFD gave to this license~

Founda1:ion, provided 1tW8S submitted to the



.johnson - dii.'ect

You cUd not Itnow that?

A I did noe ,

Q, Did you. imo'·j that pl'iol: to th:1.s meoting

on the inf;;>;1.ngement suit, JFD had ;~:l.t1ely used the

name o'f' the Un:i. VCl'f3:1.ty, even in heacllines, the

Ul1:lvel's;t t~· Foundation and the Un~.vel's:lty, and the

names of rn:of'esSOl?3, in thai!:' advert:tsing, and

28

e t~ied to stop thiG kind of advertising without having

or Il1~noi3 Foundation 1B311Cd any neus' releases



I

I
,)

J\. I L'eaal1 J:i.m. reading the oneove~' the

telephone.

A No, I donUt.

29

"
"

Ii
ij
I
i

A . Well. no, ! snould not have ueed the

Q Do you reeal1 whethe~ it ~as against

more than one party O~ one party?

Q

A No.
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JohnSOll. rl od1vect

Q Do- the name s en E~:h:lb:i.'t B-1 have an:t~

30

to you; other than the fact that thayare

!
I
I

on the:.'e, do you have anyindepen.dent :C'0col1ect:1.on?

Q I would l':!t~e to hand you. a copy of a neus
~

rSllHl.Se g:1.'<I'0" me by yom" cO'lnleel, 11:1.8 numb61' A0031;.t~.

o EY R!N.ES:

I know Jim called me about a neW5 release

you

II



.
":>1
.;) ".

Gol'~rin?

A I 'aSSUIJ8 it was. Reread it to rna,

o
n<,

• 1'1~ } ~ "To -, _.. .<::.'•••"'.<' ~1.. 'J:"': 10)1;•.~ 'oil '.{\, n 1.•'. '.: ~~i"~.';'~.;'~,.,"'.>",-~ 2,. ~L' ·L'=? :.,".'l-,"..• ',',-' .••.J. f~ •c;~·; ':~.:a. ~~. J~3.J _ _ _ _ ~_ ... -" .... ~ '..t "' - ' ~ '"'



-
,John.son ..... (.ti..l:~C! C 'c

was not quite a moqtb earlier~



Johnson - direct

and that is what we dOe

33

I

I
I

II\ ...... j

.

Q I am nol; ask:lng you about the competence

Of the attoz·ncys. The atto~"neysJ am 1 notcorz~ec-t'Jl

rnuat: opel:ate :tn connection w~.ththc Un~"vcrs:tty, so

as to be oognizant' '1::1 i~h the front and appearance of

a university, as distinguished from a crass com-

mel-c:lal compD.ny, :1s that not a i"'a:ll"; f.l'Gatement?

A No, you used the w9r>d "uni'(:')i?n:U;y If 2.m1

we are not univer3ity.

You have the naoe of the Unive~sity or Illinois in

A Yes. we are the Unive~Blty of Illinois

Foundat:lon.

Q Right, and I have asked you for you~

Do you 'tM.nl' ~la be c onrtng a Univex)sl ty

of Illin~is Foundation or any UIlivtrsity rounda~ion

MR~ MANN: ! object to tn1~ lin~ or inquiry~

I donOt think1t makes any difference in this



i
!
j

He .. has indicated that he believes the

Ii'oundatiol1 met itsrGsponn:i.bility by hiril1Z

what they al1SUllled to be COlnpetentprofessional

people, and follotdng their advice •

BY WR. RINES:

Q Are you familiar .11th 11;he :restrictions

of the bylaws and char~eI' of the Foundation in terms

of hOll :1t must conduct its affairs?

recall 0

Q And it would be your view that if your

llnlye!:' did aiClythin~ at all) 80 lont:; as it \'laS in

his jut1g"Jent, this is pc.H:'f'ectly proper foZ' the

Un1vet'sit;j' 0:[' Illinois Foum'lation?

inventions coming from the Univel?sity, Wh0thcr-you

they ar-e irJ!['i:'in.::-;:1ng and to give them a chance to

stop?



A J: feel H is our jo.bus the University

of Illinois :F'oc.ndation to handle the paten;;s so

35

ae to genel'ate asmuGh :l.ncome as possible ancl'wing

to the Foundation. so that we can use it for the

pUl'pOS0S for which we operate,

what i3 good. ethical lW<J.ctice.

Q Do you consider it good. ethical pl'act:Lce

for your Foundat:ion to bring a sui!;; w:1 thouthaving

pool1;:J,on that; the. bylaws of the F'oundation

you vead the bylaws.

repo~tad that he~ or mcmb~rs of his ataff:"had



•

Johnson .• c1h'ect

A J: don!t recall.

Q. Did you kno"lth"l'!; tha.t ,.Jas a. J;'equire-

36

men'!: under the l.'elationsh;tp t~ith JPD before a suit

.. _ was b,,oought?

A I didn't knou that.

Q ! would like to Sh01,1 you an advert;1.semel1t.

Radio and 'l'ei.eVi.sJ.on tieekly, Feb1.'ual'i! 10. 1964. it

.
repo~tBr to mark B-4 and B-4~a.

U
·-\
.... ":'

JFD?

licensee;"}



that the Univer-sity of Illinois ha.d something to

say abo~t befor-e it is usedoy a licensee in an

adve~'t.:1.sement?

37

.A I donnt know what kind or an understD.nding

"lont "lith the granting of. this license or- what

Q Do you feel i'i~ is :l.n the best inter-eats

of the Foundation to have no control over how its

A I .1'eelthat our control hus to come

A Until such time as wce7er ro~nd

0:1: the name UniVe)i,'3~.ty or Xl1inoi s F'oundatioi1 in,



Johnson -. dil'ect;

;.''-

A I know nothing about that.

BY f.m. RYNES:

. Q 1'10t110 yOti beconqex-ued if'there had

38

been use of 'I;;he name of the Un~.ve!'sity of Illinois

FoundatiOll that wascontl'ary to theW8.y tho attOp.lleY8

wanted it used?

thi s lin€) ofillq1J:ll'Y i 8 going? To \'lhat 18811'e

time?

not?

MR (J RINES: He J on -b<:;h8'1£ or the l!ound9;tloni,

of the Fo~ndation?



39

I see. cont:i.nue.

Johnson .~ dil'eab

NR. MANN:

iilR. m:1JES:

paJ.'t:1culax'poil.'l'\;. en behalf.' of JFD?

nota·~:lon i;h.2.tBlol1t18I'''''1~ong1..1e, hasappJ~:1.cdto :ti~4'
•

HC'tzld .you read the last



a.s foJ.lo\l3:

"Q WouldYQtt be conco7.medif. there
had he~n use Or the narile Urtivers,U.;y

'or Il1ino);;,}, I1\:H..lnda:b:Lontha'c' 'was c.on­
t:s?al'lY t,o -:;.he t~a~lthcattorneys~;Jan,-l:;:e:1J-'

:l'q uo~d? 11 }
~ y. ~''o.#:.''-.,

the

BY NfL. RI!'!E8:

Q
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Johnson - d:i.rec"i;

of the news ~elea50Jwhy a news rele~se?

lawsuits, is tilat tho publicity you fdal enhances

th1a neuo rolease thnt cnhen~ea the educational

ec11.1C atlonal
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UNITED S:~!'.'l'ES OF M,lERICfl )
NOHTHERN DIS'l'RJ.C'I' Oli' II,I,INOrS )
EAS~EHN DIVISION ) SS:
STATE OF ILLINOIS )
COUNTY OF COOK )

me firot duly sworn to testify the.hale truth

and thct the abov~ depooition was recorded eteno-

graphically by me and ~nB reduced to tYP0uriting

under.my personal direction, and that the said

deposition const:U;utes a true r-ecol"d of. the teCJt~,.;,

mony given by laid witness.

I fUFthar certify that the said depos1-

tiOD was taken at the time end plaoe apao~fied

hereinbefOre. and that the taking of said depo-

oitton commenced on the 26th day af October.

1966. at the heur of 2:30 o'clock in the afternoon

Bnd WBm oompleted at approximately 4:00 o'clook in

r further certify that I am not a

relativG or employee or attorney or counsel o~

any Of the partisa, Dr a relative or employee of

ouch attorney or counsel, or financlo.11y 1nter08sted



!+..
5J.

,
directly Dr indir.ctly in this actioD.

IN b'I'l'NE:SS HHEREOD'. I have he r-eunt.o Bet

my band BDd affixed my Beal

. il fi-tt.
Ill:!.noie, this --cL....L.:::::..- day

of office at Chicago,

()

~..


