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S . 215—JQSTBOPTJQTJON O F A BILL 
RELATING T O T H E POSTAL S E R V ­
ICE EMERGENCY ' 
. M T ^ M C C L E L L A N L M E . Pres ident , as 

C h a i r m a n of t h e S e n a t e Subcommi t tee 
o n Pa t en t s , T r a d e m a r k s a n d Copyrights , 
I in t roduce, by request of t h e D e p a r t m e n t 
of Commerce, for appropr i a t e reference, 
a bill to provide relief i n p a t e n t a n d 
t r a d e m a r k cases affected by t h e emer ­
gency s i tua t ion in t h e U.S. pos ta l service 
which began on M a r c h 18, 1970. 

T h e regular opera t ions of t h e posta l 
service were d isrupted in M a r c h 1970 by 
a n illegal work s toppage by ce r t a in e m ­
ployees of t he postal service. Mai l delays 
of several days occurred a n d t h e P res i ­
d e n t on M a r c h 23, 1970, declared a n a ­
t iona l emergency. 

T h e p a t e n t a n d t r a d e m a r k s t a tu tes 
con ta in numerous t ime per iods dur ing 
which specified ac t ions m u s t be t aken by 
p a t e n t a n d t r a d e m a r k app l ican t s a n d 
owners . Fai lure to t a k e a requi red ac t ion 
wi th in t h e s t a tu to ry t ime per iod gen - i 
eral ly resul ts i n a forfei ture of some or 
all of t h e r igh ts involved. Al though cer ­
t a i n provisions of t he s t a tu t e s provide for 
t h e excusing of unavoidable delay, o the r 
provisions leave t h e app l i can t wi thou t 
recourse when h e is unab le to t a k e ac t ion 
wi th in t h e s t a tu to ry period. T h e only 
r emedy for a n appl ican t i n such a case 
is"to seek t h e e n a c t m e n t of p r iva te legis­
la t ion by the Congress m a k i n g a special 
except ion t o t h e genera l law. 

T h e filing da tes of p a t e n t a n d t r a d e ­
m a r k appl icat ions m a y be crit ically i m ­
p o r t a n t i n de te rmin ing p a t e n t a n d t r a d e ­
m a r k r igh ts . T h e purpose of th i s legisla­
t ion is t o give p a t e n t a n d t r a d e m a r k , 
appl ican ts a n oppor tun i ty to m a k e a 
claim for a filing d a t e earl ier t h a n t h e 
da t e on which the appl ica t ion was r e ­
ceived by t h e P a t e n t Office. T h e appl ica­
t ion would be ent i t led to t h e filing da t e 
which i t would normal ly h a v e received 
except for t h e disrupt ion of postal 
service. 

T h e P R E S I D E N T pro t empore . T h e bill 
will be received a n d appropr ia te ly r e ­
ferred. 

T h e bill (S. 645) to provide relief in 
p a t e n t a n d t r a d e m a r k cases affected 
by t h e emergency s i tua t ion i n t h e 
U.S. postal service which -began on 
M a r c h 18, 1970, in t roduced by Mr . M c -
C L E U A N , by request, was received, r ead 
twice by i t s t i t le, a n d refer red to t h e 
Commi t tee on the Judic ia ry . 
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