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SENATE 8 6 

B i l l ! S. 
B e n a r k e i Introduced 

F E E S PAYABLE T O P A T E N T O F F I C E 
M r . D I R K S E N . Mr . Pres ident , I 

~troduce._fpr appropr i a t e reference a bill 
t o fix t he fees payable to t h e P a t e n t Of­
fice, a n d for o the r purposes. 

T h i s measure , if enacted , would revise 
t h e fees collected by t h e U.S. P a t e n t Of­
fice of t h e D e p a r t m e n t of Commerce i n ­
volved in connect ion wi th p a t e n t app l i ­
ca t ions , t r a d e m a r k appl ica t ions a n d 
reg is t ra t ions , reissues, certificates of cor ­
rect ion, copies of specification a n d d r a w ­
ings of p a t e n t s , recording of ass ignments , 
ag reements , a n d re la ted m a t t e r s . T h e 
revision would resul t general ly in a n i n ­
crease of such fees. 

T h e l a s t ma jo r change in p a t e n t fees 
was back in 1932 w h e n t h e appl ica t ion 
a n d issuance fees were ra ised to $30 each . 
Immed ia t e ly af ter t h e 1932 revision of 
fees, t h e P a t e n t Office was collecting in 
fees a s u m exceeding 90 percen t of t h e 
cost of opera t ing t h e P a t e n t Office. 
S ince t h a t t i m e t h e costs of ope ra t ion 
of t h e P a t e n t Office have r i sen sharp ly , 
a l t h o u g h n o majo r a d j u s t m e n t in fees 
h a s been m a d e to effect t he s ame recov­
ery of costs. 

T h e P a t e n t Office recovered in fees 
a b o u t 48 percen t of i ts cost of opera t ion 
i n 1954,1955, a n d 1956. T h e recovery i n 
1957 was about 40 percent . Because of 
increased expendi tures for t h e opera t ion 
of t h e P a t e n t Office, t h i s pe rcen tage will 
probably be less for t h e p a s t a n d t h e 
c u r r e n t fiscal years . I t is calculated d u r ­
ing t h e n e x t few years a h e a d t h a t t h e 
fees u n d e r th i s proposal would cover only 
abou t 50 or 55 pe rcen t of expendi tures of 
t h e P a t e n t Office, compared wi th t h e 
90-percen t recovery in 1932. 

I t should be po in ted ou t t h a t t h e fees 
which would be modified by th i s proposa l 
a r e es tabl ished by s t a t u t e and , therefore , 
congressional ac t ion is necessary to ef­
fect changes . 

Dur ing t h e 85th Congress t h e Secre - i 
t a r y of Commerce u rged congress ional 
ac t ion on t h e proposal to enable t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t to effect g rea te r recovery of 
costs f rom special beneficiaries of t h i s 
G o v e r n m e n t p rogram. T h e B u r e a u of 
t h e Budge t concurred in t h a t r ecom­
m e n d a t i o n a n d fu r the r indica ted t h a t i t 
would be in accord wi th t h e p r o g r a m of 
t h e Pres ident . 

T h e e n a c t m e n t of t h i s legislative p r o ­
posal would be i n keeping wi th t h e po l ­
icy of t h e admin i s t r a t ion of cha rg ing 
special beneficiaries of Gove rnmen t p r o ­
g r a m s for t h e cost of opera t ion a t t r i b u t ­
able to special beneficiaries. 

T h e P R E S I D I N G OFFICER. T h e bill 
will be received a n d appropr ia te ly r e ­
ferred. 

T h e bill (S. 494) t o fix t h e fees p a y ­
able to t h e P a t e n t Office a n d for o the r 

purposes . In t roduced by Mr . D I I K S E K , 
was received, r e a d twice by i ts t i t le , a n d 
re fer red to t h e Commi t tee on t h e J u d i ­
c ia ry . 

D a t e : Jan. 17 , 1959 
P a g e t 723 

462 




