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Thank you very much, Secretary Cohen, for your remarks, your
devotion to your country, and your outstanding | eadership. Secretary
West, thank you for your work on behalf of our Nation's veterans.
And to both of you, thank you for your support of the recent actions
in Congress to raise the pay of our mlitary personnel and to
i mprove their quality of life, to inprove the retirement systens of
the veterans and their readiness.

General lvany, thank you for your remarks, your exanple, and your
| eader shi p. Col onel Brogan, thank you for your prayers.
Superi ntendent Metzler, thank you for doing such a magnificent job
of maintaining Arlington National Cenetery, in honor of those who

are buried here and as a tribute to all Anerica stands for. | thank
the nenbers of the Cabinet, the Joint Chiefs, Congress, the
di pl omatic corps, the arned services who are here. | welcone the

veterans and the famlies of veterans and nmenbers of the arned
services, ny fellow citizens.

I'd like to begin by asking that we all join in expressing our
thanks to the Air Force Band and the Singing Sergeants for doing
such a fine job here today-[appl ause] -they deserve it. Thank you.

Even though the day is bright and warm | ask you to indulge nme, to
spend a few extra nonents to think about what it nmeans that we here
today mark the final Menorial Day of this century. To be sure, it
has been a century that saw too many white stones added to these
gentle hills, marking Anerica's sacrifices for freedom for over 100
years, in two World Wars and many other conflicts. Again and again,
Anerica has been tested in the 20th century, comng through it all
down to the present day, with even greater blessings of liberty and
prosperity, with our enduring optim smand steady faith in our
comon hunmanity.

Thanks to our brave nen and wonmen in uniform our Nation has never
been nore secure. Thanks to them the cold war is now anot her
chapter in the history books. Thanks to them nations that fought
two World Wars in Europe and in Asia, sone of which had battled each
ot her for centuries, now cooperate with each other as never before.

On the eve of a new nmillenniumwe can see clearly how closely the
sacrifices of our nmen and women in uniformin the 20th century are



linked to the yearning for freedomthat gave birth to our Nation
over 200 years ago, a yearning based on the then radical prem se
that we are all inherently equal, fully able to govern ourselves and
endowed with a God-given right to liberty. That is our history, a

hi story that beckons us especially on this Menorial Day and
especially here at Arlington, the nost powerful evidence we now have
that our country has accepted consistently the old adage that nuch
is expected fromthose to whom nmuch is given. From Concord to
Corregidor, fromKorea to Khe Sanh, from Kuwait to Kosovo, our
entire history is witten in this ground.

As Secretary Cohen said, only 11 days ago a young nman from Chi o,
Chief Warrant Officer David G bbs, was laid to rest here after his
helicopter crashed in a training exercise on May 5th in Al bania.
Chief Warrant Officer Kevin Reichert died in the sane crash. W
honor these two brave Anmericans who gave their lives in service to
our Nation's highest ideals, joining other, nmore fanpus names who
did the same. Here lie heroes of war, |ike John Pershing, GCeorge
Marshal |, Omar Bradl ey, President Kennedy; the great explorer Robert
Peary; brave astronauts who gave their lives to increase our
know edge of the heavens; Medgar Evers, who fought for freedom at
Nor mandy on D-day and then fought for freedomall over again at the
University of Mssissippi; famliar nanes, |like Joe Louis, Justice
Earl Warren, Abner Doubl eday, Medal of Honor w nner Audi e Mirphy:
all different, all Anerican, all nmade our presence possible.

We are the ol dest constitutional denmpocracy in the world, but we
nmust never forget in the context of human history just how quickly
we have cone to where we are today. Secretary Cohen quoted another
famous Anerican veteran who is buried here, Justice Aiver Wendel
Hol mes. He fought in the Civil War and went on to serve on the
United States Suprene Court until he was 93 years old. A young nman
caught himat the age of 90 reading a copy of Plato's "Republic" and
asked whatever in the world he was doing, reading that weighty tone.
And he said, "I amdoing this to inmprove my mnd."

A remar kabl e man, Justice Holnes. His life shows us how quickly we
have cone here. When he was a boy, he shook hands with a veteran of
the American Revolution. As a young nman he fought in the Civil War,
where he was visited by President Lincoln. You may know t he fanpus
story that the President was wearing his trademark stovepi pe hat,
and he began, because he was so tall, to attract fire fromthe
Confederate forces, until Hol mes shouted, w thout thinking, these
famus words, "Get down, you fool." [Laughter] Lincoln replied, "I'm
gl ad you know how to talk to a civilian." [Laughter]

Justice Holnmes lived through World War | and the Depression. He
wat ched the United States assune the mantl e of |eadership. And he
al ways renenbered what he had done as a young man-that war reninds
us, and | quote, that "our confortable routine is no eterna
necessity of things." He understood that our freedom had been and
al ways woul d be bought by nen and wonen ready to protect it,
sonmetimes at great cost and peril



So we did not becone a great nation just because the | and was
generous to those who settled it, though it was; just because the
peopl e who cane here worked hard and were cl ever and resourcef ul
t hough surely our forebears were. W becane a great nation also
because every tinme our beliefs and i deals have been threatened,

Aneri cans have stepped forward to defend them From our biggest
cities to our smallest towns, citizens have done what had to be done
to advance the dream that began on the Fourth of July in 1776-al ways
foll owi ng Justice Hol mes' fanmpous adnonition that we nust be invol ved
in the action and passion of our time, for fear of being judged not
to have |ived.

So ny fellow Anericans, if today is a day for history, it is also a
day to honor those who lie here and in countless other places al
across the world in marked and unmarked graves, to honor them by
| ooking to the future; to rededi cate ourselves to another 100 years
of our liberty, our prosperity, our optimsm and our commn
humani ty.

Today, there is a new challenge before us in Kosovo. It is a very
smal |l province in a small country, but it is a big test of what we
believe in: our comritment to |leave to our children a world where
peopl e are not uprooted and ravaged and sl aughtered en masse because
of their race, their ethnicity, or their religion; our fundanenta
interest in building a | asting peace in an undivided and free
Eur ope, a place which saw two World Wars when that dreamfailed in
the 20th century; and our interest in preserving our alliance for
freedom and peace with our 18 NATO Al lies.

Al'l of us have seen the hundreds of thousands of innocent nen and
wonen and children driven fromtheir homes, the thousands singled
out for death along the way. W have heard their stories of rape and
oppression, of robbery and looting and brutality. And we saw it al
before, just a few years ago, in Bosnia, for 4 |long years, unti
NATO acted, combining with the resistance of Bosnians and Croati ans,
to bring the Dayton peace agreenment and to turn the tide of ethnic
cl eansi ng there.

How did this all happen? Well, 10 years ago the Berlin Wall fell
endi ng conmuni sm s cruel and arbitrary division of Europe,
unl eashi ng the energies of freedom oving people there, after two
World Wars and the cold war, to be united in peace and freedom and
prosperity. But that same year in Serbia, Slobodan M| osevic becane
the | ast hol dout against a Europe free, united, and at peace, when
he stripped away the rights of the Kosovars to govern thensel ves. He
then went to war against the Croatians and the Bosnians. And in the
wake of that, after 4 years, a quarter of a mllion people were
dead, 21/2 mllion people were refugees, many of themstill have not
gone hone. There was a stunning record of destruction, told not only
inlives but in religious, cultural, historical, and persona
bui | di ngs and records destroyed in an attenpt to erase the existence



of a people on their |and.

In Kosovo we see sone parallels to Wrld War 11, for the Governnent
of Serbia, |ike that of Nazi Germany, rose to power in part by
getting people to | ook down on people of a given race and ethnicity,
and to believe they had no place in their country, and even no right
to live. But even nore troubling, we see sone parallels to the
runblings all around the world where people continue to fall out
with one another and think they sinply cannot share conmon ground
and a comon future with people who worship God in a different way
or have a slightly different heritage.

Thi nk about the contrast of that to the mlitary we cel ebrate
today. Every norning on Menorial Day, | have a breakfast for |eaders
of the veterans community at the White House. And | stand there with
eager anticipation as people who have fought or whose relatives have
fought and often died in our wars come through the Iine. | noticed
them today: There were Irish-Anericans and Italian-Americans; there
were Arab-Anericans and Jewi sh Anericans; there were Catholic
Ameri cans and Protestant Anericans; there were African-Americans,
there were Hi spanic-Anericans, there were Asian-- Anericans.

Just | ook around here today at the kinds of people who are wearing
the evidence of their service to our country. W are a stronger
country because we respect our differences, and we are united by our
common humanity. Now, we cannot expect everybody to follow our |ead,
and we haven't gotten it entirely right, now. W don't expect
everybody to get along all the time. But we can say no to ethnic
cl eansing. W can say no to mass slaughter of people because of the
way they worship God and because of who their parents were. We can
say no to that, and we shoul d.

It is inmportant that you know that in Kosovo the world has said no.
It's not just the United States or even just our 18 NATO Allies with
us. People on every continent-- Arabs and Israelis are sending
assi stance, Protestants and Catholics from Northern Irel and; G eeks
and Turks; Africans, Asians, Latin Americans; even those whose own
lives have been battered by hurricanes and other natural disasters
and who have hardly anything to give are sending hel p, because their
hearts have been broken and their consci ences noved by the appalling
abuses they have seen.

Qur objectives in Kosovo are clear and consistent with both the

noral inperative of reversing ethnic cleansing and killing, and our
overwhel m ng national interest in a peaceful, undivided Europe which
will ensure we will not have to send | arge nunbers of young
Anericans to die there in the next century in a war. The objectives
are that the Kosovars will go honme; the Serb forces will w thdraw,
an international force, with NATO at its core, will deploy to
protect all the people, including the Serb mnority, in Kosovo. And
afterward, to avoid future Bosnias and future Kosovos, we will learn

the |l esson of the Marshall plan and what we did for Eastern Europe



after the Berlin Wall fell, by working with our European Allies to
buil d denmpcracy and prosperity and cooperation in southeastern
Europe so that there will be stronger forces pulling people together
than those that are driving them apart.

I know that many Anmericans believe that this is not our fight. But
remenber why nmany of the people are laying in these graves out
her e- because of what happened in Europe and because of what was
allowed to go on too | ong before people intervened. What we are
doing today will save lives, including Arerican lives, in the
future. And it will give our children a better, safer world to live
in.

In this mlitary canpaign the United States has borne a | arge share
of the burden, as we nust, because we have a greater capacity to
bear that burden. But all Americans should know that we have been
strongly supported by our European Allies, that when the
peacekeeping force goes in there, the overwhelnmng majority of
people will be European, and that when the reconstruction begins,
t he overwhel mi ng amount of investnment will be European. This is
sonet hi ng we have done toget her

And | ask you, in the days and nights ahead, to renenber our brave
pilots and crews flying over Serbia, to keep their famlies in our
thoughts. | visited with themrecently. | know that they risk their
lives every day, and they even avoid firing back sonmetines at people
who fire at them because they fire from heavily popul ated areas, and
they want to avoid killing innocent civilians.

| ask you to support all possible efforts to relieve the suffering

of the people of Kosovo. Even those who escape will be struggling
wi th what happened to themfor a long, long tine. And this
afternoon, | ask all Anericans to join with those who have urged us

to engage in a nmonent of renenbrance at 3 o' cl ock eastern daylight
time, in honor of those who have given their lives for our country.

| also ask all Anmericans to honor, along with those who have given
their lives for our freedom the living synbol of American val or
our veterans and their famlies, the present nenbers of arned
services and their famlies, wherever and however they serve.

How fitting it is that we are standing against ethnic cleansing
wi th our wonderful, nyriad, rainbow, nultiethnic mlitary in our
i ncreasingly diverse society that involves both the strength of our
differences and the even nore powerful pull of our shared Anerican
values. Qur mlitary inspires the world with their respect for one
another and their ability to work together. And you pass every test
with the same flying colors, red, white, and bl ue.

Those who lie in this sacred place and in all those other places



the world over, many of whomw Il never even be known, they would be

very proud of today's men and wonen in uniform And in the bright
new century ahead, those who live free with pride in and w thout
fear of their heritage or their faith will be very grateful to
today's nen and wonen in uniform

I thank you all. God bl ess you, and God bl ess Aneri ca.



