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By the President of the United States of Anerica

A Procl amati on

The wi ndswept, grassy nesas and forni dabl e canyons of Agua Fria
Nat i onal Monunent enbrace an extraordinary array of scientific and
historic resources. The ancient ruins within the monument, with
their breathtaking vistas and spectacul ar petrogl yphs, provide a
link to the past, offering insights into the Iives of the peoples
who once inhabited this part of the desert Southwest. The area's
architectural features and artifacts are tangi ble objects that can
hel p researchers reconstruct the human past. Such objects and, nore
i mportantly, the spatial relationships anong them provide
out standi ng opportunities for archeol ogists to study the way humans
interacted with one another, neighboring groups, and with the
envi ronnent that sustained themin prehistoric tines.

The nmonunent contains one of the nobst significant systens of |ater
prehistoric sites in the American Sout hwest. Between A D. 1250 and
1450, its pueblo conmunities were populated by up to severa
t housand people. During this tine, many dwelling | ocations in the
Sout hwest were abandoned and groups became aggregated in a
relatively small nunber of densely popul ated areas. The nmonument
enconpasses one of the best exanples of these areas, containing
i nportant archeol ogi cal evidence that is crucial to understanding
the cultural, social, and econom c processes that acconpanied this
peri od of significant change.

At | east 450 prehistoric sites are known to exist within the
monunment and there are likely many nore. There are at |east four
maj or settlenments within the area, including Pueblo La Plata, Pueblo
Pat o, the Baby Canyon Ruin group, and the Lousy Canyon group. These
consi st of clusters of stonemasonry puebl os, sone containing at
| east 100 roons. These settlenments are typically situated at the
edges of steep canyons, and offer a panorama of ruins, distinctive
rock art panels, and visually spectacul ar settings.

Many intact petroglyph sites within the nonunent contain rock art
synmbol s pecked into the surfaces of boulders and cliff faces. The
sites range from single designs on boulders to cliffs covered with



hundreds of geonetric and abstract synbols. Sone of the npst
i npressive sites are associated with major puebl os, such as Pueblo
Pat o.

The nmonunent hol ds an extraordinary record of prehistoric
agricultural features, including extensive terraces bounded by I|ines
of rocks and other types of |andscape nodifications. The
agricultural areas, as well as other sites, reflect the skills of
anci ent residents at produci ng and obtaining food supplies
sufficient to sustain a popul ation of several thousand people.

The nmonunent al so contains historic sites representing early
Angl o- Aneri can history through the 19th century, including remants
of Basque sheep canps, historic nmining features, and mlitary
activities.

In addition to its rich record of human history, the nmonunent
contai ns other objects of scientific interest. This expansive npbsaic
of semi-desert grassland, cut by ribbons of valuable riparian
forest, is an outstanding biol ogical resource. The diversity of
vegetative communities, topographical features, and relative
availability of water provide habitat for a wide array of sensitive
wildlife species, including the |ow and | eopard frog, the Mexican
garter snake, the common bl ack hawk, and the desert tortoise. O her
wildlife is abundant and diverse, including pronghorn, mrule deer
and white-tail deer. Javelina, mountain lions, small mamal s,
reptiles, anphibians, fish, and neotropical nmigratory birds also
i nhabit the area, Elk and bl ack bear are present, but |ess abundant.
Four species of native fish, including the longfin dace, the Gla
nount ai n sucker, the Gla chub, and the speckl ed dace, exist in the
Agua Fria River and its tributaries.

Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431)
aut horizes the President, in his discretion, to declare by public
procl amation historic |andmarks, historic and prehistoric
structures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest
that are situated upon the | ands owned or controlled by the
Government of the United States to be national nmonunents, and to
reserve as a part thereof parcels of land, the limts of which in
all cases shall be confined to the smallest area conpatible with the
proper care and managenent of the objects to be protected.

VWereas it appears that it would be in the public interest to
reserve such | ands as a national monument to, be known as the Agua
Fria Nati onal Monunent:

Now, Therefore, |, WIlliamJ. Cinton, President of the United
States of Anmerica, by the authority vested in nme by section 2 of the
Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431), do proclaimthat
there are hereby set apart and reserved as the Agua Fria Nationa
Monument, for the purpose of protecting the objects identified



above, all lands and interests in | ands owned or controlled by the
United States within the boundaries of the area described on the nmap
entitled Agua Fria National Mnunent" attached to and forming a part
of this proclamation. The Federal land and interests in |and
reserved consi st of approximately 71,100 acres, which is the
smal | est area conpatible with the proper care and managenent of the
obj ects to be protected.

For the purpose of protecting the objects identified above, al
notori zed and mechani zed vehicle use off road will be prohibited,
except for enmergency or authorized adm nistrative purposes.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deened to enlarge or dimnish
the jurisdiction of the State of Arizona with respect to fish and
wi | dlife managemnent.

The establishnment of this nonunent is subject to valid existing
rights.

Al'l Federal lands and interests in |lands within the boundaries of
this monunment are hereby appropriated and withdrawn fromall forns
of entry, location, selection, sale, |easing, or other disposition
under the public land laws, including but not linmted to wthdrawa
fromlocation, entry, and patent under the nmining |laws, and from
di sposition under all laws relating to m neral and geotherma
| easi ng, other than by exchange that furthers the protective
pur poses of the nmonunment. Lands and interests in lands within the
proposed nmonunent not owned by the United States shall be reserved
as a part of the monunment upon acquisition of title thereto by the
United States.

There is hereby reserved, as of the date of this proclamation and
subject to valid existing rights, a quantity of water sufficient to
fulfill the purposes for which this nmonunment is established. Nothing
in this reservation shall be construed as a relinqui shment or
reduction of any water use or rights reserved orappropriated by the
United States on or before the date of this proclamation.

The Secretary of the Interior shall nmanage the nonunment through the
Bureau of Land Managenent, pursuant to applicable | egal authorities,
to i npl enent the purposes of this proclamation.

Laws, regul ations, and policies followed by the Bureau of Land
Managenent in issuing and adm nistering grazing | eases on all |ands
under its jurisdiction shall continue to apply with regard to the
l ands in the nonunent.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deenmed to revoke any existing
wi t hdrawal , reservation, or appropriation; however, the nationa



nmonunent shall be the dom nant reservation

Warning is hereby given to all unauthorized persons not to
appropriate, injure, destroy, or renove any feature of this nonunment
and not to locate or settle upon any of the |ands thereof.

In Wtness Whereof, | have hereunto set ny hand this el eventh day
of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the
i ndependence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-fourth.

WlliamJ. Cdinton

[Filed with the Ofice of the Federal Register, 10:45 a.m, |anuary
14. 20001

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the Federal Register
on January 18.



