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Letter to Senator Dianne Feinstein on Signing an Executive Order on
Access to H V/ Al DS Pharmaceuticals and Medi cal Technol ogi es

May 10, 2000

Dear Senator Feinstein:

| ampleased to informyou that today | will sign an Executive
O der that is intended to hel p nake H V/ Al DS-rel ated drugs and
medi cal technol ogi es nore accessi bl e and of fordable in beneficiary
sub- Saharan African countries. The Executive Order, which is based
in large part on your work in connection with the proposed Trade and
Devel opnent Act of 2000, formalizes U S. governnent policy in this
area. It also directs other steps to be taken to address the spread
of HHV and AIDS in Africa, one of the worst health crises the world
faces.

As you know, the worldw de H V/ AIDS epidenic has taken a terrible
toll 1n terns of human suffering. Nowhere has the suf fering been as
great as in Africa, where over 5,500 people per day are dying from
Al DS. Approxinmately 34 nmillion people in sub-Saharan Africa have
been infected and, of those infected, approximately 11.5 mllion
have di ed. These deaths represent nore than 80 percent of the tota
H V/ Al DS-r el at ed deat hs wor | dw de.

To help those countries nost affected by H 'V AIDS fight this
terrible disease, the Executive Order directs the U S. CGovernnent to
refrain from seeking, through negotiation or otherw se, the
revocation or revision of any law or policy inposed by a beneficiary
sub- Saharan governnment that pronotes access to H V/ Al DS
pharmaceutical s and nedical technologies. This order will give
subSaharan governnents the flexibility to bring |ife saving drugs
and nedical technol ogies to affected popul ations. At the sane tine,
the order ensures that fundanental intellectual property rights of
U S. businesses and inventors are protected by requiring sub-Saharan
governments to provi de adequate and effective intellectual property
protection consistent with World Trade Organization rules. In this
way, the order strikes a proper bal ance between the need to enable
sub- Saharan governnments to increase access to HV/ Al DS
pharmaceuti cal s and nedi cal technol ogies and the need to ensure that
intellectual property is protected.

| know that you preferred that this policy be included in the
Conference Report on the Trade and Devel opment Act of 2000, as did
. However, through this Executive Order, the policy this
Admi ni stration has pursued with your support wll be inplenented by
the U.S. Government. The Executive Order will encourage beneficiary



sub- Saharan African countries to build a better infrastructure to
fight diseases like HI'VVAIDS as they build better lives for their
people. At the same tinme, the Trade and Devel opnent Act of 2000 will
strengt hen African econom es, enhance African denocracy, and expand
U S. African trade. Together, these steps will enable the United
States to forge closer ties with our African allies, broaden export
opportunities for our workers and busi nesses, and pronote our val ues
around the worl d.

Thank you for your |eadership on this critically inportant issue.

Si ncerely,

WlliamJ. dinton

NOTE: An original was not available for verification of the content
of this letter.



