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Procl amati on 7319--Establi shnment of the Hanford Reach Nati onal Mnunent
WlliamJ dinton

June 9, 2000

By the President ofthe United States of Anerica

A Procl amati on

The Hanford Reach National Mnunent is a unique and biologically
di verse | andscape, enconpassing an array of scientific and historic
objects. This magnificent area contains an irrepl aceabl e natural and
historic | egacy, preserved by unusual circunstances. Mintained as a
buffer area in a Federal reservation conducting nucl ear weapons
devel op ment and, nore recently, environmental cleanup activities,
with limts on devel opnment and human use for the past SO years, the
nmonurrent is now a haven for inportant and increasingly scarce
objects of scientific and historic interest. Bisected by the
stunni ng Hanford Reach of the Colunbia River, the nonunent contains
the | argest remmant of the shrub-steppe ecosystemthat once
bl anket ed t he Col unbia River Basin. The nmonunent is also one of the
few renmai ni ng archaeologically rich areas in the western Col unbi a
Pl at eau, containing well-preserved remants of hunan history
spanni ng nore than 10,000 years. The nonument is equally rich in
geologic history, with dramatic |andscapes that reveal the creative
forces of tectonic, volcanic, and erosive power.

The nonunment is a biological treasure, enbracing inportant
riparian, aquatic, and upland shrub-steppe habitats that are rare or
in decline in other areas. Wthin its nosaic of habitats, the
nonurment supports a wealth of increasingly unconmon native plant and
ani mal species, the size and diversity of which is unmatched in the
Col unbi a Basin. Mgrating sal non, birds, and hundreds of other
native plant and ani mal species rely on its natural ecosystens.

The nonurent includes the 51-mile long "Hanford Reach," the |ast
free-flowi ng, nontidal stretch of the Colunbia River. The Reach
contains islands, riffles, gravel bars, oxbow ponds, and backwater
sl oughs that support sone of the nbst productive spawning areas in
the Northwest, where approxinmately 80 percent of the upper Col unbia
Basin's fall Chinook sal mon spawn. It al so supports healthy runs of
nat ural | y- spawni ng sturgeon and ot her highly-valued fish speci es.
The | oss of other spawni ng grounds on the Colunbia and its
tributaries has increased the inportance of the Hanford Reach for
fisheries.

The monument contains one of the |ast remaining | arge bl ocks of
shrub- st eppe ecosystens in the Colunbia R ver Basin, supporting an
unusual | y high diversity of native plant and animal species. A large
nunber of rare and sensitive plant species are found di spersed
t hr oughout the nonunent. A recent inventory resulted in the
di scovery of two plant species new to science, the Urtanum desert



buckwheat and the White Bluffs bl adderpod. Fragile mcrobiotic
crusts, thenmsel ves of biological interest, are well developed in the
nonurent and play an inmportant role in stabilizing soils and
providing nutrients to plants.

The nmonunment contains significant breedi ng popul ati ons of nearly
all steppe and shrub-steppe dependent birds, including the
| ogger head shri ke, the sage sparrow, the sage thrasher, and the
ferrugi nous hawk. The Hanford Reach and surroundi ng wetl ands provide
i mportant stop-over habitat for nmigratory birds, as well as habitat
for many resident species. The area is inportant wintering habitat
for bald eagles, white pelicans, and many species of waterfow such
as nallards, green-wi nged teal, pintails, gol deneye, gadwall, and
buf fl eheads. The monunment's bl uff habitats provide val uabl e nesting
sites for several bird species, including prairie falcons, and
i mportant perch sites for raptors such as peregrine fal cons.

Many species of manmal s are al so found within the nonunent,
i ncludi ng el k, beaver, badgers, and bobcats. |nsect popul ations,
t hough | ess conspi cuous, include species that have been | ost
el sewhere due to habitat conversion, fragnmentation, and application
of pesticides. A recent biological inventory uncovered 41 species
and 2 subspecies of insects new to science and nmany speci es not
before identified in the State of Washington. Such rich and diverse
i nsect popul ations are inmportant to supporting the fauna in the
nonunent .

In addition to its vital biological resources, the nmonunent
contains significant geol ogi cal and pal eontol ogi cal objects. The
Late-M ocene to | ate-Pliocene Ringold Formation, known as the Wite
Bluffs, was forned fromriver and | ake sedi nents deposited by the
ancestral Colunbia River and its tributaries. These striking cliffs
formthe eastern bank of the Colunbia for nearly half of the length
of the Reach, and are significant for the manmalian fossils that
they contain. Fossil remmins fromrhinoceros, canel, and nastodon
anong ot hers, have been found within these bl uffs.

The Hanford Dune Field, |ocated on the western shore of the
Colunbia in the southeastern part of the nonurment, is also of
geol ogi ¢ significance. This active area of mgrating barchan dunes
and partially stabilized transverse dunes rises 10 to 16 feet above
t he ground, creating sandy habitats ranging from2 to severa
hundred acres in size.

The nmonunent al so contains inportant archaeol ogi cal and historic
i nformati on. Mre than 10,000 years of human activity in this
largely arid environnent have |eft extensive archaeol ogi ca
deposits. Areas upland fromthe river show evidence of concentrated
human activity, and recent surveys indicate extensive use of arid
| oWl ands for hunting. Hundreds of prehistoric archaeol ogical sites
have been recorded, including the remains of pithouses, graves,
spirit quest monunents, hunting canps, ganme drive conpl exes,
qgquarries, and hunting and kill sites. A nunber of Native American
groups still have cultural ties to the nonunent. The nonunent al so
contains sone historic structures and ot her remains fromnore recent
human activities, including homesteads fromsnall towns established
along the riverbanks in the early 20th century.



Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U S.C 431),
aut horizes the President, in his discretion, to declare by public
procl amation historic |landnarks, historic and prehistoric
structures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest
that are situated upon the | ands owned or controlled by the
Governnent of the United States to be national nonunents, and to
reserve as a part thereof parcels of land, the [imts of which in
all cases shall be confined to the smallest area conpatible with the
proper care and managenent of the objects to be protected.

Whereas it appears that it would be in the public interest to
reserve such | ands as a national nmonunent to be known as the Hanford
Reach National Mnunent:

Now, Therefore, I, WlliamJ. dinton, President of the United
States of America, by the authority vested in ne by section 2 of the
Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S. C. 431), do proclaimthat
there are hereby set apart and reserved as the Hanford Reach
Nati onal Monunent, for the purpose of protecting the objects
identified above, all lands and interests in | ands owned or
controlled by the United States within the boundaries of the area
described on the map entitled "Hanford Reach Nati onal Mnunent"
attached to and formng a part of this proclamation. The Federa
land and interests in land reserved consist of approxinmately 195, 000
acres, which is the smallest area conpatible with the proper care
and managenent of the objects to be protected.

Al'l Federal lands and interests in |lands within the boundaries of
this monunent are hereby appropriated and withdrawmm fromall forns
of entry, location, selection, sale, or |leasing or other disposition
under the public land laws, including but not limted to w thdrawal
fromlocation, entry, and patent under the mning |aws, and from
di sposition under all laws relating to mineral and geot herma
| easi ng, other than by exchange that furthers the protective
pur poses of the nonunent.

For the purpose of protecting the objects identified above, the
Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Energy shall prohibit
all notorized and nmechani zed vehicl e use off road, except for
enmergency or other federally authorized purposes, including
renedi ati on purposes. There is hereby reserved, as of the date of
this proclamation and subject to valid existing rights, a quantity
of water in the Colunbia River sufficient to fulfill the purposes
for which this nonunent is established. Nothing in this reservation
shal | be construed as a relinqui shment or reduction of any water use
or rights reserved or appropriated by the United States on or before
the date of this proclamation

For the purpose of protecting the objects identified above, the
Secretary of the Interior shall prohibit |ivestock grazing.

The nonurment shall be nanaged by the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service
under existing agreenents with the Departnent of Energy, except that
t he Departnment of Energy shall manage the | ands wi thin the nmonunent
that are not subject to nmanagenent agreenents with the Service, and
i n devel opi ng any nmanagenent plans and rul es and regul ations



governing the portions of the nmonunment for which the Departnent of
Ener gy has managenent responsibility, the Secretary of Energy shal
consult with the Secretary of the Interior

As the Departnent of Energy and the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service
determ ne that lands within the monunment nanaged by the Depart nment
of Energy becone suitable for managenment by the U S. Fish and
Wldlife Service, the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service will assume
managenent by agreenent with the Departnment of Energy. A
agreenments between the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service and the
Depart nent of Energy shall be consistent with the provisions of this
procl amati on.

Nothing in this proclamation shall affect the responsibility of the
Depart nent of Energy under environmental |aws, including the
renedi ati on of hazardous substances or the restoration of natura
resources at the Hanford facility; nor affect the Departnent of
Energy's statutory authority to control public access or statutory
responsibility to take other measures for environnental remnediation
nonitoring, security, safety, or energency preparedness purposes;
nor affect any Departnent of Energy activities on | ands not included
wi thin the nonurent.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deemed to enlarge or dimnish
the jurisdiction of the State of Washington with respect to fish and
wi |l dlife nmanagenent.

Nothing in this proclamation shall enlarge or dimnish the rights
of any Indian tribe. The establishnment of this nonunent is subject
to valid existing rights.

Nothing in this proclamation shall interfere with the operation and
mai nt enance of existing facilities of the Col unbia Basin Reclanation
Project, the Federal Colunbia River Transm ssion System or other
existing utility services that are |located within the nonunent.

Exi sting Federal Colunbia R ver Transmi ssion Systemfacilities

| ocated within the nonunent may be replaced, nodified and expanded,
and new facilities constructed within the nonunent, as authorized by
ot her applicable |l aw. Such replacenment, nodification, expansion, or
construction of new facilities shall be carried out in a manner
consistent with proper care and managenent of the objects of this
proclamati on, to be determined in accordance with the nmanagenent
arrangenents previously set out in this proclanmation

Nothing in this proclamati on shall be deened to revoke any existing
wi thdrawal , reservation, or appropriation; however, the national
nonunent shall be the dom nant reservation

Warning is hereby given to all unauthorized persons not to
appropriate, injure, destroy, or renove any feature of this nmonunent
and not to locate or settle upon any of the | ands thereof.

In Wtness Wereof, | have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
June, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the |Independence
of the United States of Anerica the two hundred and twenty-fourth.



WlliamJ. dinton

[Filed with the Ofice of the Federal Register, 10:47 a.m, June
12, 2000]



