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By the President of the United States of Anerica

A Procl amati on

The Craters of the Mbon National Mnunment was established on May 2,
1924 (Presidential Proclamation 1694) , for the purpose of
protecting the unusual | andscape of the Craters of the Mon | ava
field. This "lunar" |andscape was thought to resenble that of the
Moon and was described in the Proclamation as "weird and scenic
| andscape peculiar to itself." The unusual scientific value of the
expanded nonument is the great diversity of exquisitely preserved
vol canic features within a relatively snall area. The expanded
nonunent includes alnost all the features of basaltic vol cani sm
including the craters, cones, lava flows, eaves, and fissures of the
65-mle-long Great Rift, a geological feature that is conparable to
the great rift zones of lceland and Hawaii. It conprises the nost
di verse and geologically recent part of the lava terrain that covers
the southern Snake River Plain, a broad |ava plain nade up of
i nnurer abl e basalt lava flows that erupted during the past 5 million
years.

Since 1924, the nonunent has been expanded and boundary adj ustnents
made t hrough four presidential proclanmations issued pursuant to the
Antiquities Act (34 Stat. 225, 16 U S.C. 431). Presidentia
Procl amation 1843 of July 23, 1928, expanded the nonunment to include
certain springs for water supply and additional features of
scientific interest. Presidential Proclamation 1916 of July 9, 1930,
Presidential Proclamation 2499 of July 18, 1941, and Presidential
Procl amati on 3506 of Novenber 19, 1962, nmade further adjustnents to
t he boundaries. In 1996, a m nor boundary adjustnent was nade by,
section 205 of the Omi bus Parks and Public Lands Managenment Act of
1996 (Public Law 104-333, 110 Stat. 4093, 4106).

This Proclamation enl arges the boundary to assure protection of the
entire Geat Rift vol canic zone and associ ated | ava features, al
objects of scientific interest. The Craters of the Mon, Qpen Crack
Ki ngs Bowl , and Wapi crack sets and the associated Craters of the
Moon, Kings Bow, and Wapi lava fields constitute this volcanic rift
zone system Craters of the Moon is the largest basaltic vol canic
field of dom nantly Hol ocene age (less than 10,000 years old) in the
conterm nous United States. Each of the past eruptive epi sodes
| asted up to several hundred years in duration and was separat ed
fromother eruptive episodes by quiet periods of several hundred
years to about 3,000 years. The first eruptive epi sode began about
15,000 years ago and the | atest ended about 2,100 years ago.



Craters of the Moon hol ds the nost diverse and youngest part of the
lava terrain that covers the southern Snake River Plain of |daho, a
broad plain made up of innunerable basalt lava flows during the past
5 mllion years. The nost recent eruptions at the Craters of the
Moon t ook place about 2,100 years ago and were |likely w tnessed by
t he Shoshone peopl e, whose | egend speaks of a serpent on a nountain
who, angered by lightening, coiled around and squeezed the nountain
until the rocks crunbled and nelted, fire shot from cracks, and
liquid rock flowed fromthe fissures as the nountai n expl oded. The
vol canic field nowlies dormant, in the latest of a series of quiet
peri ods that separate the eight eruptive episodes during which the
60 lava flows and 25 cinder cones of this conposite volcanic field
were forned. Some of the lava flows travel ed di stances of as mnmuch as
43 mles fromtheir vents, and sonme flows diverged around areas of
hi gher ground and rejoi ned downstreamto formisol ated islands of
ol der terrain surrounded by new | ava. These areas are called
"Kki pukas. "

The ki pukas provide a wi ndow on vegetative comunities of the past
t hat have been erased from nost of the Snake River Plain. In nany
i nstances, the expanse of rugged | ava surrounding the small pocket
of soils has protected the kipukas from people, aninals, and even
exotic plants. As a result, these ki pukas represent sone of the | ast
nearly pristine and undi sturbed vegetation in the Snake River Plain
i ncludi ng 700-year-old juniper trees and relict stands of sagebrush
that are essential habitat for sensitive sage grouse popul ations.
These tracts of relict vegetation are renarkabl e benchnmarks that aid
in the scientific study of changes to vegetative communities from
recent human activity as well as the role of natural fire in the
sagebrush steppe ecosystem

The Kings Bowl lava field and the Wapi lava field are included in
the enl arged nonunent. The Kings Bow field erupted during a single
fissure eruption on the southern part of the Geat R ft about 2,250
years ago. This eruption probably lasted only a few hours to a few
days. The field preserves explosion pits, |ava | akes, squeeze-ups,
basalt nounds, and an ash bl anket. The Wapi field probably fornmed
froma fissure eruption simultaneously with the eruption of the
Kings Bowl field. Wth nore prolonged activity over a period of
months to a few years, the Wapi field forned a | ow shield vol cano.
The Bear Trap |ava tube, |ocated between the Craters of the Mon and
the Wapi lava fields, is a cave systemnore than 15 nmiles |long. The
lava tube is remarkable for its length and for the nunmber of well
preserved | ava-cave features, such as lava stalactites and curbs,
the latter marki ng high stands of the flowing | ava forever frozen on
the lava tube walls. The | ava tubes and pit craters of the nmonunent
are known for their unusual preservation of winter ice and snow into
the hot sunmer nonths, due to shielding fromthe sun and the
i nsul ating properties of the basalt.

Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U S.C 431),
aut horizes the President, in his discretion, to declare by public
procl amation historic |landnarks, historic and prehistoric
structures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest
that are situated upon the | ands owned or controlled by the
Governnent of the United States to be national nonunents, and to
reserve as a part thereof parcels of land, the [imts of which in
all cases shall be confined to the smallest area conpatible with the
proper care and managenent of the objects to be protected.



Whereas it appears that it would be in the public interest to
reserve such | ands as an addition to the Craters of the Mon
Nat i onal Monunent :

Now, Therefore, |, WlliamJ. dinton, President of the United
States of America, by the authority vested in ne by section 2 of the
Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S. C. 431), do proclaimthat
there are hereby set apart and reserved as an addition to the
Craters of the Moon National Mnunent, for the purpose of protecting
the objects identified above, all lands and interests in | ands owned
or controlled by the United States within the boundaries of the area
described on the nap entitled "Craters of the Mboon National Mnunent
Boundary Enl argenment” attached to and formng a part of this
procl amation. The Federal land and interests in |land reserved
consi st of approximately 661, 287 acres, which is the snallest area
conpatible with the proper care and managenent of the objects to be
pr ot ect ed.

Al Federal lands and interests in |lands within the boundaries of
this monunent are hereby appropriated and withdrawmm fromall forns
of entry, location, selection, sale, or |leasing or other disposition
under the public land laws, including but not limted to w thdrawal
fromlocation, entry, and patent under the mning |aws, and from
di sposition under all laws relating to mineral and geot herma
| easi ng, other than by exchange that furthers the protective
pur poses of the nmonunent. For the purpose of protecting the objects
identified above, the Secretary shall prohibit all notorized and
nmechani zed vehicle use off road, except for emergency or authorized
adm ni strative purposes.

Lands and interests in lands within the proposed nonunment not owned
by the United States shall be reserved as a part of the nmonunent
upon acquisition of title thereto by the United States.

The Secretary of the Interior shall prepare a transportation plan
t hat addresses the actions, including road closures or travel
restrictions, necessary to protect the objects identified in this
procl amati on.

The Secretary of the Interior shall nmanage the area being added to
t he nonunent through the Bureau of Land Managenent and the Nationa
Park Service, pursuant to legal authorities, to inplenment the
purposes of this proclamation. The National Park Service and the
Bureau of Land Managenment shall nanage t he nmonunment cooperatively
and shall prepare an agreenment to share, consistent with applicable
| aws, whatever resources are necessary to nmanage properly the
nonurent ; however, the National Park Service shall have primry
management authority over the portion of the monunent that includes
t he exposed | ava flows, and shall manage the area under the sane
| aws and regul ations that apply to the current nonunment. The Bureau
of Land Managenent shall have primary nanagenment authority over the
remai ni ng portion of the nmonunment, as indicated on the map entitled,
"Craters of the Moon National Mnunment Boundary Enl argenent.”

W derness Study Areas included in the nonunent will continue to be
managed under section 603(c) of the Federal Land Policy and



Managenent Act of 1976 (43 U S.C. 1701-1782).

The establishment of this nmonunent is subject to valid existing
ri ghts.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deened to enlarge or dimnish
the jurisdiction of the State of Idaho with respect to fish and
wi |l dlife nmanagenent.

This proclamati on does not reserve water as a matter of Federa
law. Nothing in this reservation shall be construed as a
relinqui shnent or reduction of any water use or rights reserved or
appropriated by the United States on or before the date of this
procl amation. The Secretary shall work with appropriate State
authorities to ensure that water resources needed for nonunent
pur poses are avail abl e.

Nothing in this proclanmation shall be deenmed to enlarge or dimnish
the rights of any Indian tribe.

Laws, regul ations, and policies followed by the Bureau of Land
Managenent in issuing and adm nistering grazing permts or |eases on
all lands under its jurisdiction shall continue to apply with regard
to the lands in the nmonument admi nistered by the Bureau of Land
Managenent .

Nothing in this proclamati on shall be deened to revoke any existing
wi t hdrawal , reservation, or appropriation; however, the national
nonunent shall be the dom nant reservation

Warning is hereby given to all unauthorized persons not to
appropriate, injure, destroy, or renove any feature of this nmonunent
and not to locate or settle upon any of the | ands thereof.

In Wtness Wereof, | have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
Novermber, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the
| ndependence of the United States of Anerica the two hundred and
twenty-fifth.

WlliamJ. dinton

[Filed with the Ofice of the Federal Register, 8:46 a.m, Novenber
14, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamati on was published in the Federal Register on
Novenber 15. This itemwas not received in time for publication in
t he appropriate issue.



