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ings with Congress later this® year in-an- eleventh
“hour gambling -session that bhas’ seen more-experi
‘enced presidents: go - - under—a. legislative "poke
.game in which Sen Russell B Long (D- La) holds al
_-the aces.

Although 1t’s too early to tell precisely How. thmgs

_will turn- out, 'most of the signs-so far indicate the .
wily Senate Finanee- Commrttee chairman is apt:to:
head virtfally ail the Housé-Senate-conferencé com- -
mittees that will- handle Carter’s ma:yor leglslatwe-’.

proposals.

*And with CongreSS ad,]ou Hing. early because of-;;:.’

it’§“1ikely “that' most’ of.
these bill will ‘be inconferénce ‘at the samie time
en . more oppottufiity:
than Tie’s had before for’ under:the- table bargammg 3

'-fhe November- eléctions,

CLAs a 1esu1t ‘Long will have

‘on key legislative issues.

"At the end, 1t’s just” gomg to be Russell Long S
sitting there havmg the- maJer say on most of,
:Jimmy Carter's programs,” says one Iongtnne eon-

: gressmnal observer “who. has: tracked ‘the- Loulsi-" :

anan’s dealings ‘with. previous’ preSIdents..

“If Carter thinks Congress has been difficult to v

" 'deal with so far, he hasn't seen anythmg yet. Rus:
‘sell Long will be sitting there, saymg What goes an
doesn’t go in all his key-legislation. The president

won't even know what h1t him unt11 Jt’s all ove'r » he i

_sa1d

< The ploy isn’t a new “one. AImost every year “for

- the past_decade or 50, Long has been sitting in th
catbird seat; tradmg in'this or ‘that chip for heat-of-

the-finish ‘compromises, and "effectively ‘reshaping.’
“‘entire presidentisl prosrams in & few afternoons, . ~

Pres1dent Carter seems likely to wind ‘up his deal.” 'emergy conference.committees have enlarged the

s i rim g mme ) s eAr w

o 'But this year hngenng stalemates iri the counter-"
- part Ways and. lMeans panel and-'the House-Senate™ -

‘end-of-session  pot to include v1rtua11y all of Carter 8"
~big Ieglslatwe broposals, Among. those .on-the- list:
.. % The big 520 billion tax-reduction .bill,: ‘Because -
of 4 fight ovei the *reform"" provisioi—and aRe-
;. publican bid to cut capltal gains taxes—it’ll \be "
“, lucky to make it over to the Senate before autunm.” *
® The- energy bill. AIthough the conferees dre
:scheduled to meet on Thursday, there’s no ‘indica:.
- tion yet that they’ll finish guickly. Final decisions
.-on the energy package may come in September OT
-+ =October. i
* Welfare reform Ways and Means is- only begm o
ping. work on Carter’s ‘big- welfare Package, - and -
- probably won't tdke it up in earnest’ until after-"
‘members finish the president’s tax package, . ol
. # Tuition tax credit legislation. The Hoise'in. this
. case: has passed s tuition credit measure, but.the...
“bill still is waiting for Senate actmn—in line w1th a’
:‘slew of ofher bills. :
. *® Hospital cost- contamment Thls measure, crumal} 1
-to Carter’s pledge for a national health-insurance ~

"/ program, isn't exactly zipping through the House' M
. Long favors a-different approach, ;
® Miscellaneous .méasures. Add to th:s a serres of
-other bills impottant t6 the admlmstratmn ‘the tax:
"portion of.the aircraft noise-abatement measure, the
tax treatment of Americans: hvmg abroad, a bill af
-fecting. income ‘taxes pald by herrs, and oﬂ—lmpor
fees or-quotas. : ;
.. ‘Moreover,” on- many of these ISSUeS, Long:- ha
-given'only a hint of where his views 11e~—-leav1ng his’:
options open for Iagt-minute. tradmg later'in the ses-
$ion. (On the: tax ‘bill, for example,” he's said- only, he
Fhinks £95 hillinmn. (e 5. grnd 1ok B A g




