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PATEr,T ERI\NCH, OGe 
DHEW 

r·~DV 281978 ~ ~r. C. Joseph St~tler 
t'rc::.ldent 
Phar~accutlcel P8nuf~ctur.t~ 

I'.ssociatlon 

~I/ : tJ ' . 

1155 Fifteenth street, 1 •• \':. 
~;Ilshf.n'jton, D.C. 2000:; 

C~&r Mr. Stetler: 

.r.::::: 
1 
i 

';hank you for your lettor C'oncernlns this Oel'lIrtl?;ent's 
patent pollcl&s. I agree that our revi.~ DC petitions for 
waiver of principal inventiDn rights .llould be co"pleted in 
:> t1t:;ely ~&nnl:'!r. I /.im pleased to 10fonl you that the 
backlog that h./ed built uI' as IS rc:sult of the ti,}hter 
Depurt~sntal revle~ procedures has ~een elluinated. 

In addition to instituting better revIews of applicationc, r 
have &1"'0 asl~e<1 the Cellarlll COlln~el to rovlel" our <jeneral 
plltent policy. 'i'his ravle .. · 13 Iltill 1n its prel1r.linl)l'y 
stllS'CC, an<J no decisions have boen rellchcd. 

The General Counsel's study of MEi';'l;l ;:;atent Folicies 
1ncludes en evalue:t1on of tile ob::iectiv'i:s of those iXll fcies, 
av well eo an Qvalulltion of the options avall~b16. A draft 
p"per, no., balo') circulbtr;;J within t!.e Depart.cent, discusses 
!3oVllrbl ideas which ~lay or par not be adopted as poHcr. I 
unc't.:rslllnt: tt,st the langul'1'.jc :tau c;uo tee! 15 fyor .. that ciraft. 

I axpect to receivG the cOLipleted stuey<soon. --lit that tine, 
. ---'- . 1 will conil16er your com:cnte. as \-tell as thODe of other 

lnt(';/'eGted [lartIe:>, 1n c!ccldinS whet!1er ,-olley ct.an'.lell 
sbould be consldere~. Any substantial chan)cs In current 
pol1ciea "dll !'lost 11l~ely bE) ir..plehentec w1th the publ1ca­
tion, after an api-'rOFl'late comiu~nt period, of new regula­
tions. 

Any stucly conducted by GAO would to independent of thl~ 
Dopollrtcent, lind I sU<J<)est that YOll cont.)ct the General 
hccour.tlng Office lJirectly if you \Vlsh to COf.lMUnicllto your 
views to the~. . 
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Po;~ 2 - Mr. C. Josepn Stetler 

Let roo assure you thllt the .prir:lary objective of any r,ol1cy 
adopt2:l b~' th1e Depclrblent. 101111 to!! to en"ure thtlt inventions 
GeveJ.opec! ",ith funt!ing frO~1 public ".oney lire introduced 1n a 
wlly that wilJ. PCGt serve tha public int.erest. In llIost CclseS 
this \iould celln brin.;!ng the invention to the public as 
quickly and econonically £5 possible. 

Sincerely, 

Is/Hale Champion 

1/"' ....... . 
Retyped: MAndrew/ESP/11/7/78 
cc: DHEv;/OS/OGC 

CelHano, Jr. 
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