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Dear Mr. Stetler:

Thank you for your letter concerning this Department's.
patent policies, I agree that our veview of petitions for
waiver of principsl invention rights should be completed in
& kizely manner, I am pleased to inform you that the
backlog that hed beilt up as & resuclt of the tighter
Departmghtal review procedures has teen eliminated,
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CIn addition %to fnstituting Letter reviecws of zpplications, I
have a8lso ashked the Sencersl Counsel to review cur geheral
cetent policy., 9his review {5 still in {ts prelininary
stages, and no decisions have been resched.

The General Counscl's study of HEN's patent policies
- includes en evaluation of the objectives of those policlies,
as well as an evaluation of the options avellable, A draft "
paper, now belng circulsred within the Department, discusses ' i
soveral ideas which may or may not te adopted as policy. 1 Pl
understand thst the languege you cuoted Is from that dralt,

I axpect to receive the coupleted study soon. At that time,
Y will conzider your comments as well as those of other
interented parties, In decidling whether pollcy changes
should be coasldered. Any substantfial changes in current
poelicies will most likely be implemented with the publica-
tion, after an appropriate comsent period, of new regula-
tions, _

any study conducted by GAG would be Independent of this
Deparizent, and I sucgest that you contact the Genersal
koccounting Office dJdirsctly if you wish to coununicate your
views to them. '
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Let me assure you that the primary objective of any policy
adoptad by this Department will te to ensure that inventions
Goveloped with funding from public rmoney are introduced in a
way that will best serve the public interest, 1In most cascs
this woulé cean bringing the inventien to the public as
guickly and economically &5 possible. '

sincc?ely,
/s/ Hzle Chaﬁpion

}&Joseph‘h. Celifano, Jr.

Retyped: MAndrew/ESP/11/7/78
cc: DEEW/08/0GC

g e e n




