
SUI·.·IARY OF UNI FORM PATENT PROCEDURES ACT OF 19B3: 

The bill would standardize agency patent procurement policies and procedures 
and encourage private sector devel opmen t of new discoveries made under a 
federa l researc h and development co~trac t. in the fo ll owing spec ific ways: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

It creates a presumption in favor of contractor m ... nership of 
new inventions developed under federal R&D contracts ~ 

It prohibits agencies from requlrlng the surrender . of so-ca lled 
"backg round r;g"hts"*as a pre-conditi on to obta inment of a federal 
R&D contra ct" except \'I'here the agency .hea d personal l y determines 
that such rights are essential to the accompl ishmen t of agency 
purposes in the contract ; 

It streamli nes the procurement procedures. establishes one policy 
fo r all government agencies , and confonns that pol i cy to the 
princi ples of P.L. 96-517; 

It eliminates existi ng prov i s i ons of l aw that unnecessari ly compli cate 
the procurement process . 

* "Background rights" refers to t he contracto r's interest in inventions 
and techni ca l data I.,.hich I.,.ere not devel oped pUI'suant to a federal 
R&D cont ract , but \.,.hich pre-dated that contrac t, It has been a comnon 
agency pract ice to au tomatically require f ede l'a l contrac t partic i pants 
to surrender such in terests to the agency as a condition of obta ining 
a f ederal R&D contract. 


