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x~ it necessary to have an organization like WARF to successfully

d,evelop inventions out of the unive):'sity?

The invention. which emanate from the University are generally

in a very early staqe Of development at the time they are brought to

the Foundation. 'rhe odds aqainst the successful commercial deYelop­

lIIent Of thelie inventions are great 'because generally they will be

either unpat.ent.able or not. cOllllllereially feasible. C01'lllllercial c01llPanies

which haVe t1'1eir own development. proqrallls directed toward obviously

market.able products cannot. take the tillle to screen all these ideas

in the University in the face of the great. odds againllt. succellil.

'rhe Foundation has an ilIIportant function because it ~dgell the

gap between invention and cOllllllercial marketing of the Product or process

Which lI\ight Qome out. of the invention. 'rhe Foundation' s role 1$ to

. screen all theliEl invenUonli which are brOUght. to it. and sift. out. thoee

which a1:e not economically or technically feastble on cOllllllercial Ilcale •

.l\l$o. t.he Foundation sift.s out. those developments which are obviously

unpatent.able or with respect to which a 'Worth-while patent position

probably cannot be se,cued. If an idea 1s feaStble 'but in such an

early stage of development t.hatj:t. would nOt. 'be attractive to industry,

the Foundation wili conduct development st.udies to raiSe the invention

t.o a higher degree of perfection and make its values lIIOre obviouilly

recognizable,

'rhus, when the Foundation approaches industry it offerll a product

or process:

a. with ':1000. COllllllercial prospects r



· ". :

C • whi¢l1 will hav. the EmdQX'liIel'lll:ilnt <;If a highly respectEild

Fe>undatie>n.


