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Dear Friend:

COMMITrEE ON THE JUDICIARY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

February 27, 1979

On Friday, February 9, 1979 I reintroduced the University
and Small Business Patent Procedures Act, which will allow universities,
nonprofit organizations, and small businesses to retain patent rights on
inventions made under federally-supported research. Senator Bob Dole and
14 of our Senate colleagues have already joined the bill as co-sponsors
indicating the kind of broad bipartisan support the bill has received.

A remarkably low percentage of federally held patents - less than 4% ­
are licensed to private industry for development and marketing, undoubtedly
contributing to the present productivity slump alld huge balance of payments
deficits. This bill should present at least a partial solution to these
problems by encouraging the private sector to take the inventions off of the
agency shelves and out into 1~he marketplace.

It is important that supporters of this 1egj;lation infonn their repre­
sentatives in the Senate and House of the need f( r this bill. I hope that
you will join with me in alerting the Congress oj the magnitude of the pro­
blems facing universities and small businesses ~10 want to see the fruits
of the research that they are conducting for the Government delivered to the
marketplace where they can benefit the American people.

With your active support I believe that we can pass the University and
Small Business Patent Procedures Act and begin to address the problems caused
by an ineffective, stifling patent policy.

I have enclosed some information on the bill which I thought might
interest you.

Sincerely,

~¥
United States Senator

Enclosure


