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27.COO Scope of part

This part prescribes policies,
procedures. and contract clauses
pertaining to patents and directs
agencies to develop coverage for Rights
in Data and Copyrights.

suaPART 27.1-GENERAL

27.101 Applicability.

The policies. procedures, and-clauses
prescribed by this Part 27 are applicable
to all agencies. Agencies are authorized
to adopt alternate policies. procedures.
and clauses. but only to the extent
determined necessary to meet the
specific requirements of laws. executive
orders. treaties. or international
agreements. Any agency action adopting
such alternate policies. procedures. and
clauses shan be covered in published
Hgency regulations.

27.102 Reserved.

27.103 Polley.

The po}iciespcrlaining to patents.
data, and copyrights are set forth in this
Part 27 and the related clauses in Part
52.

27.104 General gUidance.

"[a]The Government encourages the
maximum practical commercia) use of
inventions made while performing
Government contracts;

(b) ~enerally, the Governmenl wiU
not refuse to award a contract on the
grounds that the prospective contractor
may infringe 8 patent.

[c] Generally, the Governmenl _
encourages theuseof inventions in
performing contracts endby
appropriate contract clauses. authorizes
and consents to such use. even though
the inventions may be covered by U.S.
patents and indemnification against
infringement may be appropriate.

[d} Generally, the Government should
be indemnified against infringement of
U.S. patents resulting from performing
contractswhan the supplies or services
acquired under Ihecontractsnormally
are or bave been sold or offered for sale
by any supplier 10 the public in the
commercial open market or ere the same
as such supplies or services with
relatively minor modifications.

(e) Th~ Government acquires supplies
or services on a competitive basis to the

.maximum practical extent. but it is
important that the efforts directed
toward increasing competition not
improperly demand or use data relating
to private developments.

(I] The Government honors the rights
in data resulting from private
developments and limits its demands for
such rights tc those essential for
Government purposes.

(g) The Government honors rights 'in
patents. date/and copyrights, and
complies with the stipulations of law in
using or acquiring such rights.

(h) Generally. the Government
requires that contractors obtain
permission from- copyright owners
before including privately-owned
copyrighted works in data required to be
delivered under Government contracts.

SUlJPART 27.2-PATENTS

:27.200 Scope of subpart,

This subpart prescribes policy with
respect to-

[a} Patent infringement liability
resulting (rom work performed by or for
the Government: .

[b) Roya1ties payable in connection
with performing Government contract~;
and .'

(c) Security requirements cuveriug
patent applications containing classified
subject matter filed by contractors,

27;201 Authoriza~lon end'consenl

27.20f.' General.

(a) In Ihose caseswhere the
Govemment hes lluthorize(l or
consented to the manufacture or use oJ
an invention described in end covered
by. patent-of the Unilei1 5ta""'. any
suit for infringement of Ihepetent based
on the manufacture or use of the
invention by or for the UniteB States by
a contractor {including 8 subcontractor
at any tier) can be maintained only
against lheGovemment in theU.S.
Claims Court and not against the
contractor or subcontractor (28 U.S.c.
H9al·To ensure thaI work by a
coritractoror subcontractor under a
Government contract may not be
enjoined by reason of patent
infringement. the Government shall give
authorization and consent in accordance
with this regulation. The Iiabilily of the
Government for damages in an)' such
suit against it may. however. ultimately
be borne by the contractor or
subcontractor in accordance with the
terms of any palent indemnity clause
also included in the contract. and an
authorization and consent clause does
not detract from any patent
indemnification commitment by the
contractor or subcontractor, Therefore.
both a patent indemnity clause and an
authorization and consent clause m~y
be included in the same contract.

(b) The contracting officer shall not
include in any solicitation or contract-

(1) Any clause whereby the
Government expressly agrees to
indemnify the contractor against
liability for patent infringement; or

Izl Any euthortzatlon and consent
clause when both complete performance
and delivery are outside the United
Stales. its possessions, and Puerto Rico.

27.201-2 Clause, on authorization and
consent.

(a) The contracting officer shall insert
the clause at 52.227-1. Authorization and
Consent, in solicitations and contracts
(including those for construction:
architecf-enginear services; dismantling.
demolition. or removal of Improvements;
and noncommon carrier communication
services]. except when small purchase
procedures apply or both complete
performance and dellvery ere outside
the United States, fts possessions. and
Puerto Rico. Although the clause is not
required when smell purchase .
procedures apply, It may be used with
them.
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(b) The contracting officer shall Insert
the clause with Its Alternate lin all RIloD
solicitations and contracts (including
those for construction and architect­
engineer semces calling e.xclusivelyfor
R&D work or exclusively for
experimental work). Unless both
complete performance and delivery are
outside the United Slates. its
possessions. and Puerto Rico. When a
proposed contract Involves both R&D
work and supplies or services. and. th~
R&D work Is the primary purpose of the
contract. the contracting officer shall use
this alternate. In all other proposed
contracts involving both R&D work and
supplies or services. the contracting'
officer shall use the basic clause. Also.
when a proposed contract involves
either R&D or supplies' and materials. in
addition to construction or architect­
engineer work. the contracting officer
shall use the.basic clause.

(c) U the solicitation or contract is fo.r
communication services with a common
carrier and the services are unregulated
and not priced by a tariff schedule set
by a regulatory body. the contracting
officer shall use the clause with its
Alternate U:

21.202 _NQtJ~e and assistance.

27.202-1 General.

The contractor is required to notify
the contracting officer of all claims of
infringement lhatcome to' the
contractor's attention in connection with
performing a Government contract. The
contractor is also required. when
requested. to assist the Government
with any evidence and information in its
possession in connection with any suit
against the Government. or any claims
against the Government made before
suit has been instituted. on account of
any alleged patent or copyright
infringement arising out of or resulting
from the contract performance.

27.202~2 .Clause on notice and assistance.
/

The contracting officer shall insert the
clause at 52.227-2. Notice and ..
Assistance Regarding Patent al)d;
Copyright Infringement. in supply.
service; or research and dev~lopment
solicitations and contracts (including
construction and architect~engineer I

contracts) wbj,ch anticipate a contract
value above the dollar limit seT forth at
13.000. except when small purchase
procedures apply or both complete .
performance and delivery are outside
the United Slates. its possessions, and
Puerto Rico. unless the contracts
indicate that the supplies or other
deliverables are ultimately to be
shipped into one of those areas.

a7.203 Pallnt tndemnlllcation 01
:Oover.,ment by··contractot.

27.203-1 GeneraL
(a) To the extent set forth in this

section, the Government requires
reimbursement for liability for patent
infringement arising out of or resulting
from performing construction contracts
or contracts forsupplies or services that
normally are or have been sold or
offered for sale by any supplier to the
public in the commercial open market or
that are the same as such supplies or
services with relatively minor
modifications. Appropriate clauses for
indemnification of the Government are
prescribed in. the following subsections.

(b) A patent indemnity clause shall
not be used in the following situations:

(lJ When the clause 'at 52.227-1.
Authorization and Consent. with its

_ Allemate I. is included in the contract,
except that in contracts calling also for
supplies qf the kind described in
paragraph (a) above. a patent indemnity
clause may be used solely with respect
to such supplies.

(2) When the contract is for supplies
or services (or such items with relatively

. minor modifications) that clearly are not
or have not been sold or offered for sale
by any supplier to the public in the

'commercial open market. However. a
patentindemnity clause may be
included in (i) formally advertised
contracts to obtain an indemnity
regarding specific components. spare
parts'. or services so sold or offered for
sale (see 27.20~-2(b)below). and (ii)
contracts to be awarded (either by ­
formal advertising or negotiation) if a
patent owner contends that the
acquisition would result in patent
infringement and the prospective
contractor. after responding to a
solicitation that did not contain an
indemnity clause.Js Willing to indemnify
the Government against such
infringement either (A) without increase
in price on the basis that the patent is
invalid or not infringed. or (B1 for other
good reasons.

(3) When both performance and
delivery are to be outside the United
States, its pos-sessions. and Puerto Rico.
unless the" contract indicates that the
supplies-or other deliverables are
ultimately to be shipped into one of
those areas,

(4) When the contract is awarded by
small purchase procedures.

(5) When the contract is solely for
architect-engineer work (see Port 36).

27.203-2 .CIa_ lor lormally advertised
contracts (excluding conatructlon~

raj Except wben prohibited by 27.203­
1(bl above-.the contracting officer shall-

insert the clause at 52.227-3. Patent
Indemnity. in form"ll~· advertised
contracts r~r supplies or services
(excluding construction and dismantling,
demolition. and removal of
imp,rovements)-.if the contracting officer
determines that the supplies or services
(orsuchiterns with relatively minor
modifications) normally are or have
been soid or offered for sale by any
supplier to the public in the commercial
open market. Also the clause may be
included as authorized in 27.203­
1(b][2)[i].

(b) In solicitations and contracts
(excluding those for construction) that
call in part for specific components.
spare parts. or services (or such items
with relatively minor modifications) that
normally are or have been sold or
offered lor sale by any supplier to the
public in the commercial open market.
the contracting officer may use the
clause with its Alternate I or II. as
appropriate. The choice between
Alternate I (identification of excluded
Items) and Alternate II (identification or
included itemsI should be based upon
simplicity, Government administrative
convenience and esse of identification
of the items.

(c) In solicitations and contracts for
communication services and facilities
where performance is by.a common
carrier. and the services are unregulated
and are not priced by a tariff schedule
set by a regulatory body. use the basic
clause with its Alternate III.

27.203--3 Negotiated contracts (excluding
construction).

A patent indemnity clause is not
required 1n negotiated contracts. (except
construction contracts covered at 27.203·
5). but may be used as discussed in
27.203-4 below. A decision to omit a
patent indemnity clause in a negotiated
fixed-price contract described in this
subsection should be based on a price
consideration to' the Government for the
foregoing indemnification rights
norma lly received by commercial
purchasers of the same supplieeur
services.

27.203-4 Clauses for negotiated contractS
(excluding .:onstructlon).

[a] The contracting officer may insert
the clause at 52.221·3. Patent
Indemnity-

(11As authorized in 27.203-1(b)(2)[ii];
and

(2) Except as prohibited by 27.203­
l[bJ. in solicitations anticipating
negotiated contracts (and such
contracts) for supplies or services
{excluding construction and dismantling.
demolition. and removal.of
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improv~ents). if the_c!iDg officer
deternunes that the...ppm or services
(or such items with ri!latively minor
modi.licalioos)JlDnIIlIII,. ..... or have
been sold .... offered ior .ale by any

-supplier to the public in the =mercia!
open market. Ordimuily. the contracting
officer. in consultation with the
prospective COIllractor. should be able to
delermine whether the supplies or
services being purchased normally are
or have been sold or offered for sale by
any supplier to the public in the
commercial open market. (For
negotiated construcnon contracts. see
27.203-5).

(b) In solicitations and contracts that
call in part for specific components.
spare parts. or services (or such items
with relatively minor modifications) that
normally are or have been sold or
offered for sale by any supplier to the
public in the commercial open market.
the contracting officer may use the
clause with its Alternate I or II. as
appropriate. The choice between
Alternate I (identification of excluded
items) and Alternate II [identification of
included items) should be based upon
simplicity. Government administrative
convenience. and the ease of
identification of the items.
. (c) In solicitations and contracts for
communication services and facilities
where performance is by 8 common
cattier, and the, services are unregulated
and are not priced by s tariff schedule
set by a regulatory body, the clause
shall be used with its Alternate ill.

27.203--5 Clause for construction
contracts and for dismantling. demolition,
and removal of Improv!!ments contraf?ts.

Except as prohibited by 27.203-1[bj.
the contracting officer shall insert the
clause.at 52,227-4. Patent lridemmty­
Construction Contracts. in solicitations
and contracts for construction or that
are fixed-price for dismantling.
demolition. or removal of improvements.
If it is detennined that the construction
will necessarily involve the use of
structures, products. materials.
equipment. processes. or methods that
are nonstandard. noncommercial. or
special-the contracting officer rna)' .
expressly exclude them from the patent
indemnification by using the basic
clause with its Alternate 1.

27.203--6 Clau~. for Government waiver
of Indemnity.

If, in the Government's interest. it is
appropriate to exempt one or more
specific United States patents from the
patent indemnity clause. the contracting
officer shaH obtain written approval
from the agency head or designee and
shall insert the clause at 52.227-5.

Waiver of .lDdeamity..in .-olidtations
and contracts in addition to Ibe
appropriate patent lndtlllUlity clause.
The contracting officer shall docwnent
the contract file ..ttlt a CIJIIJ of the
wntteD approvaL

27.204 Reporting 01 royalllea-enllcipatad
or patd.

27.20~1 General

[a) (1) To determine whether royalties
anticipated or actually paid under
Government contracts are excessive.
improper, or inconsistent with any
Government rights ill particular
inventions, patents. Dl' patent
applications. contracting officers shall
require prospective contractors to
furnish certain royalty infonnation and
shall require contractora to furnish
certain royalty reports. Contracting
officers shall take appropriate action to
reduce or eliminate excessive ot
improper royalties.

(2) Royalty informatjon shall not be
required (except for information under
27,204-3) in formally advertised
contracts unless the need for such _
information is approved a1'8 level above
that of the contracting officer as being
necessary for proper protection of the
Government's interests.

(b) When it is expected that work may
be performed in the United States. its
possessions. or Puerto Rico. any
solicitation that may result in a
negotiated contract for which royalty
information is desired or for which cost
or pricing data is obtained (see 15.804)
should contain a provision requesting
infonnation relating to any proposed
charge for royalties. If the work is to be
performed in the United States. its
possessions. or Puerto Rico and the
response to the Solicitation incJudes 8

charge for royalties. the contracting
officer shall. before award of the
contract. forward the infonnation
relating to the proposed payments of
royalties to the office ha\-Ing cognizance
of patent matters for the contracting
activity concerned. The cognizant office
shall promptly advise the contracting
officer of appropriate action. Before
award, the contracting officer-shall take
action to protect the Covcrriment's
interest with respect to such royalties.
giving due regard to all pertinent factors
relating to the proposed contract and the
advice of the cognizant office.

[c) The contracting officer. when
considering the approval of.a
subcontract for work 10 be perfonned in
the United States. its possessions. or.
Puerto Rico. shall require and obtain the
same royalty information and take the'
same action with respect to such
subcontracts in relation to roy~lties as

required for prime contracts under.
paragraph (b) above. However. consent
need not be withheld pending receipt of
advice in regard to such royalties from
the office having cogriizance of patent

. matters.
_ Cd) The contracting officer sball
forward the royalty information and/or
royalty reports received to the office
having cognizance of patent matters for
the contracting activity concerned for
advice as to appropriate action.

27.;lO4-2 Solicltation pro.talon lor royslty
Information.

If it is expected that work may be
perfonned in the United States. its
possessions. or Puerto Rico. the
contracting cfficer shall insert a
solicitation provision substantially as
shown in 52.227-6. Royalty Information.
in any solicitation that may result in a
negotiated contract for which royalty
information is desired or for which cost
or pricing data is obtained under 15.804.
II the solicitation is for communication
services and facilities by a common
carrier. use the provision with its
Ahernate L

27.204-3 Patents-ncuc;e of Government
as a aeensee.

[a) When the Government is obligated
to pay a royalty on 8 patent because of
a license agreement between the
Government and 8 patent owner and the
contracting officer knows (or has reason
to believe) that the licensed patent will
be applicable to s prospective contract,
the Government should furnish
infonnaticn relating to the royalty to
prospective offerors since it serves the
interest Ofboth the Government and the
offerors, In such situations. the
contracting officer should include in the
solicitation a notice of the license. the
number of the patent, and the royalty
rate: recited in the license; .

(b) When the Government is obligated
to pay such a royahy, the solicitation
should also require offerors to furnish
information indicating whether or not
each offeror is" a licensee under the
patent or tbe pate;nt owner. This
infonnation is 'necessary so that the
Government may either (1] evaluate an
offeror's price by adding an amount­
equal to the royalty, or (2) negotiate a
price reduction with an offerorMHcensee
when the offeror is licensed under the
same patent at a lower royalty rate,

(c) If the Government is obligated to
pay a royalty on 8 patent involved in the
prospective contract. the contracting

. officer shall insert in the solicitation.
substantially 8S shown. the provision at
52.227.-7.Patents-Notice of Government
Licensee.

~

._j

'---)
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~7.204-4 Clause rOt reporting of rovaltles
(Iorelgn). :. . .

lnsolicitations contemplating
negotiated contracts (and such
contracts] to be performed outside the
United States. its possessions. and
Puerto Rico. regardless of the place of
delivery. the contracting officer shall
insert the clause at-52.227-8. Reporting of
Royalties (Foreign). -

27.205' Adjustment of royalties.

(a) If at any time the contracting
officer has reason to believe that any
royalties paid. or to be paid, under an
existing or prospective contract or
subcontract are inconsistent with
Government rights, excessive. or
otherwise improper. the facts shaIl be
promptly reported to the office having
cognizance of patent matters for the
contracting activity concerned, The
cognizant office shaIl review the
ioyalties thus reported and such
royalties as sre reported under 27.204
and 27.208 and. in accordance with
agency procedures. shaIl either'
recommend appropriate action to the
contracting officer or. if authorized. shall
take appropriate action: ,

(b) In coordination with the cognizant
office. the contracting officer shaIl
promptly act to protect the Government
against payment of royalties on supplies
or services-

(1J With respect to which the
Government has a royalty-free license:

(2J At a rate in excess of the rate at
which the Government is licensed: or

(3) When the royalties in whole or in
part otherwise constitute an improper
charge.

[cLIn appropriate cases. the
contracting officer in coordination with
the cognizant office shall obtain a
refund pursuant to any refund of
royalties clause in the contract (see
27.206j or negotiate for a reduction of
royalties..

(d) For guidance in evaluating
information furnished pursuant to 27.204
and 27.205(a) above. see 31.205-37 and
31.311-3<1. See also 31.109 regarding
advance understandings on particular
cost items. including royalties.

27.206 lIefund of royalties.

27.2Q6..1 Gen.ral.

When a flXea-price contract is
negotiated under circumstances that
make it questionable whether or not
substantial amounts of royalties will
have to be paid by the contractor or a
subcontractor. such royalties may be
included in the target or contract price.
provided the contract specifies that the
Government wiIl be reimbursed the
amount of such rOY,aHies if they are not

paid. Such circumstances might include.
for example. either a pending
Government anti-trust action or
prospective litigation on the validity of a
patent or patents or on the ,
enforceability of an agreement {upon
which the contractor or subcontractor
bases the asserted obligationJ to psy the
royalties to be included in the target or
contract price.

27.206-2 Clause for refund 01 royalties..

The contracting officer shall insert the
clause at 52.227-9. Refund of Royalties.
in negotiated fixed-price contracts and
solicitations contemplating such
contracts if the contracting officer
detennines that circumstances make it
questionable whether or not substantial
amounts of royalties will have to be
paid by the contractor or a
subcontractor at any tier.

27.207 Classified contracts.

27.207-1 General.
(a) Unauthorized disclosure of

classified subject matter, whether in
patent applications or resulting from the
issuanceof a patent. may be a violation
of 13 U.S.C. 792 et seq. (Espionage and
Censorship). and· related statutes. and
may be contrary to the interests of
.national security.

[b] Upon receipt from the contractor
of a patent application. not yet filed.
that has been submitted by the
contractor in compliance with paragraph
[a] or (b) of the clause at 52.227-10.
Filing of Patent Applications-Classified
Subject Matter, the contra.cting officer
shaIl ascertain the proper security
classification of the patent application.
Upon a determination that the
application contains classified subject
matter, the contracting officer shall
inform the contractor of any instructions
deemed necessary or advisable relating
to. transmittal of the application to the
United States Patent Office in
accordance with procedures in the
Department of Defense Industrial
Security Manual for Safeguarding.
Classified Security Information. If the
material is classified "Secret" or higher.
the contracting officer shan make every
effort to notify the contractor of the
determination within 30 days. pursuant
to paragraph {a! of tnpdl''lIlse.

(c) In the case of all applications filed
under the provisions oHhis section
27.207. the contracting officer. upon
receiving the applicatiorrserial number.
the.filing date. and the information
furnished by the contractor under
paragraph (d) of the clause at 52.227-10.
Filing of Patent Applications-Classified
Subject Matter. shall promptly submit
that information to personnel having

cognizance of patent matters in order
that the steps necessary to ensure the
security of the application may be taken.

(dJ A requestlor the approval referred
to in paragraph (c) of the clause at
52.227-10. Filing of Pstent Appllcations-s­
Classified Subject Matter. must be
considered and acted upon promptly by
the contracting officer in order to avoid
the loss of valuable patent rights of the
Government or the contractor.

27.207-2 Clause for classified contracts.

The contracting officer shall insert the
clause at 52.227-10. Filing of Patent
Applications-Classified Subject
Matter. in all classified solicitations and
contracts and in all solicitations and

-contracts where the nature of the work
or classified subject matter involved in
the work reasonably might be expected
to result in a patent application
containing classified subject matter.

SUBPART 27.3-PATENT RIGHTS
UNDER GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS

27.300 SCope 01 subpart.

This subpart prescribes policies.
procedures. and contract clauses with
respect to inventions made in the
performance of work under a
Government contract or subcontract
thereunder if a purpose of the contract
or subcontract is the conduct of
experimental. developmental. or
research work. except to the extent
statutory requirements necessitate
different agency policies. procedures.
and clauses as specified in agency
supplemental regulations.

27.301 Definitions.

"Invention," as used in this subpart.
means any invention or discovery that is
or may be patentable or otherwise
protectable under Title 35 of the U.S.
Code.

"Made." as used in this subpart. when
used in relation to any invention. means
the conception or first actual reduction
to practice of such invention.

"Nonprofit organization." as used in
this subpart. means a domestic
university or other institution of higher
education or an orgamzatiun"of the type
described in section 501(CJ(3} of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (28 U.S.c.
501fclland exempt t'rom taxation under
section 501(al of the Internal Revenue
Code (28 U.S.C. 501(a)). or any domestic
nonprofit 'scientific or educational
organization qualified under a State
nonprofit organization statute.

"Practical application." as used in this
subpart. means to manufacture. in the
case of a composition or product to
practice. in the case of a process or
method: or to operate. in the case of a
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machine or system; and. in each case.
under such conditions 88 to establish
that the invention is being utilized and
that its benefits are. to the extent
permitted by law or Government
regulations. available to the public on
reasonable tezma.

"Small business fmn." 88 used in this
subpart, means a domestic small
business concern .. defined at 15 U.S.c.
632 and implementing regulations of the
Administrator of the Small Business
Administration. (For the purpose -of this
definition. the size standard contained
in 13 CFR 121.3-8 for small business
contractors and in 13 CFR121.3-12 for
small business subcontractors will be
used. See FAR Part 19).

"Subject invention," as used in this
subpart. means any invention of the
contractor conceived or first actually
reduced to practice in the performance
of work under a Government contract.

27.302 Policy.
(a) Introduction. [1) The policy of this

section is based on 35 U.S.C. Chapter 18
(Pub. L. 96-517). OMB Circular A·124.
and the Presidential Memorandum on
Government Patent Policy to the Heads
of Executive Departments and Agencies
dated February 18. 1983. The objectives
of this policy are to use the patent
system to promote the utilization of
inventions arising from federally
supported research or development; to
encourage maximum participation ·df
industry in federally supported research
and development efforts; to ensure that
these inventions are used in a' manner to
promote free competition and enterprise:
to promote the commerciahaa tion and
public availability of the inventions
made in the United States by United
States industry and labor; to ensure that
the Government obtains sufficient rights
in federally supported inventions to
meet the needs of the Government and
protect the public against nonuse or
unreasonable use of inventions; and to
minimize the costs of administering
policies in this area.

(2) Some agencies are subject. in
whole cr in part. to one of the following
statutes. which require that information.
as to USf;S. products. processes, patents,
or other developments "be available to
the general public": 31 U.S.C. 666. 22
U.S.c. 2572. 50 U.S.c. 167b. 30 U.S.C.
£51{cJ, 30 U,S,C. 937{b).10U.S.C. App.
302(e). 30 U.S.C. 1116. and 15 U.S.C.
1395{c). Such agencies shall generally
use the clauses herein allowing title to
patents to be retained bv the contractor.
and the rela ted procedures.

(b) Contractor right to elect title.
Under the policy set forth in paragraph
{a}above. each contractor may. after
disclosure, to the Government 8S

required by the patent rights clause ..
included in the contract. elect to retain

-title to any invention made in the
performance of work under the contract.
To the extent an agency's statutory'
requirements necessitate a different
policy. or different procedures and/or
contract clauses to effectuate the policy
set forth in paragraph [a) above. such
policy. procedures. and clauses shall be
contained in or expressly referred to in
that agency's supplement to this
.subpart, In addition. a contract may
provide otherwise [1) when the contract
is for the operation of 8 Govemment­
owned researcb or production facility;
(2) in exceptional circumstances when it
is determined by the agency that
restriction or elimination of the right to
retain title in any subjecfinvention will
better promote the policy and objectives
of 35 U.S.C. Chapter 18 and the
Presidential Memorandum. or (3) when
it is determined by a Government
authority which is authorized by statute
or Executive Order to conduct foreign
intelligence or counterinteUigence
activities that the restriction or
elimination of the right to retain title to
any subject invention is necessary to
protect the security of such activities. In
those instances when the Government
has the right to acquire title st. the time
of contractingthe contractor may,
nevertheless. request greater rights to an
Identified invention. (See 27,JOH(a).)
Tbe right of the contractor to retain title
shall. in anyevent. be subject to the
provisions of paragraphs (c) through (g)
below unless for contracts wIth other
than small business or nonprofit
organizations the agency determines
before contract award that all or
portions of these provisions rna}' be
modified, waived. or omitted. (See
27.304-1(f).) .

(c) Government license. The
Government shall have (unless provided
otherwise in accordance with Z7.304~

1(0) at least a nonexclusive.
nontransferable. irrevocable. paid-up
license to practice. or have practiced fOT

or on behalf of the United States. any
subject invention throughout the world;
and may, if provided in the contract (see
Alternate I of the applicable patent
rights clause]. have additional rights to
sublicense any foreign government or
international organization pursuant to
existing treaties or egreementa
identified in the contract. and any future
treaty or agreement. .

(d) Government right to receive title.
(1) The Government has the right to
receive title to anv invention if the
contract so provides pursuant to a
determination made in accordance with
subparagraph (b)(l). (2). or (3) above. In
addition. to the-extent provided in the

patent rights clause. the Government
haa the right to receive title to an
invention-

(i) If the contractor'has not disclosed
the invention withiil the time specified
in the clause; -

(ii)In any country where the
contractor does not elect to retain rig!lt8
or fails to elect to retain rights to the
invention within the time specified in
the clause;

(iii) In any country where the
contractor has not filed a patent
application wIthin the time specified in
the clause:

(iv) In any country where the
contractor decides not to continue
prosecution of a patent application, pay
maintenance fees. or defend in a
reexamination or opposition proceeding
on the patenl: and/or

[v) In any country where the
contractor no longer desires to retain
title. .

(2) For the purposes of this paragraph.
election or fiJingin 8 European Patent
Office Region or under the Patent
Cooperation Treaty constitutes election
or filing in any country covered therein
to meet the times specified in the clause,
provided that the Government has the
right to recelve title in those countries
not subsequently designated b~' the
contractor.

(e) Utilization reports. Unless'
providedotherwise in accordance with
27.304-1(f). contracts provide that the
Government shall have the right to
require periodic reporting on the
utilization or efforts at obtaining
utiiization that are being made by the
contractor or its licensees or assignees.
Such reporting by small business firms
and nonprofit organizations may be
required in accordance with instructions
as may be issued by the Department of
Commerce. Agencies should protect the
confidentiality of utilization reports to.
the extent permitted by 35 U.S.C. 20S or
other applicable laws and OMB Circular
A-124.

(f) March-in rights. (1) With respect to
any subject invention in which a
contractor has acquired title. contracts
provide that the agency shall have the
right [unless provided otherwise in
accordance with 27.304-1[f)) to require
the contractor. an assignee. or exclusive
licensee of a subject invention to grant 8

nonexclusive. partially exclusive. or
exclusive license in any field of use to a
responsible applicant or applicants.
upon terms that are reasonable under
the circumstances. and if the contractor, j

assignee, or exclusive licensee refuses "----,/
such request. to grant such a license
itself. if the agency determines that such
action is necessary-« -,
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(I) Because the contractor or'assignee
has not taken. or is not expected to taka­
within a reasonable time. effective steps
to achieve practical application of the
subject invention in such field of use:

(ii) To alleviate health or safety needs
which are not reasonably satisfied by
the contractor. assignee. or their .
licensees: .

(iii) To meet requirements for public
use specified by Federal regulations and
such requirements are notreasonably .
satisfied by the contractor. assignee. or
licensees; or

(iv] Because the agreement required
by paragraph (g) below has neither been
obtained nor waived. or because a
licensee of the exclusive right to.use. or
sell any subject invention- in the United
States is in breach of its agreement
obtained pursuant to para$"aph (g)
below.

(2) This right of the agency shall-he­
exercised only after the contractor lia.
been provided a reasonable time to
present facts and show cause why the
proposed agency action should not be
taken•. and afforded an opportunity to
take appropriate action ifthe contractor
wishes to dispute or appeal the
proposed action. in accordance with
27.304-1(g). . ,

(g) Preference for United States
industry. Unless provided otherwise in
accordance with 27.304-1(f). contracts

. provide that no contractor which
receives title to any subject invention
and-no assignee of any such contractor
shall grant to any person' the exclusive
right to use or sell any subject invention
in the United States unless such person
agrees that any products embodying the
subject invention or· produced through
the use of the subject invention will be
manufactured substantially in the
United States, However. in individual
cases. the requirement for such an
agreement may be waived by the agency
upon a showing by the contractor or
assignee that reasonable but
unsuccessful efforts have been made to
grant licenses on similar terms to
potential licensees that would be likely
to manufacture substantially in the
United States or that under the
circumstances domeitic manufacture is
not corrunercially feasible. .

(h]:Minimum rig./w; to contractor. (1)
When the Govemment acquires title taa
subject invention. the contractor is
normally granted a revocable,
lIonexclusive. royalty-free license to that
invention throughout the world. The.
contractor's license extends to Us
domestic subsidiaries and affiliates. if
any. within the corporate sltuclure of
which the contractor is a part and
lncludes the right to grant sublicenses of
the same scope to the extent the

contractor was legally obllgated.tc do so
at the time the contract was awarded..
The license is transferable only with the
approval of the contracting officer
except when transferred to the
successor of that part of the contractor's
business to which the invention
pertains.

(2) The contractor's domestic license
.may be revoked or modified to the
extent necessary to achieve expeditious
practical application of the subject
invention pursuantto,an application for
an exclusive license submitted in
accordance with the applicable
provisions in the.Federal Property
Management Regulations and agency
licensing regulations. This license will
not be revoked in that field of use or the
geographicalareas in which the
contractor has achieved practical
application and continues to make the
benefits of the' invention reasonably

. accessible to the public. The license in
any foreign coun.try may be revoked or
modified to the extent the contractor. its
licensees, or its domestic subsidiaries or
affiliates have failed to achieve practical
application in that country. See the
procedures at 27".304-1(e).

(i) Confidentiality of inventions. The
publication of information disclosing an
invention by any party before the filin~

of a patent application may create a bar
to a valid patent. Accordingly'. 35 U.S,C.
205 and OMB Circular A-124 orovide
that Federal agencies are authorized to

. withhold from disclosure to the public
information disclosing any invention in
which 'the Federal Government owns or
may own's right. title. orinterest .
.(including a nonexclusive license)"for a
reasonable time in order fora pa tent
applica tion to be filed. Furthermore.
Federal. agencies shall not be required to
release copies of any document which is
part of an application for patent filed
with the United States Patent and
Trademark Office or with any foreign
patent office. The Presidential
Memorandum on Govemment Patent
Policy specifies. that agenciesshould
protect the' confidentiaiity of irivention
disclosures and patent applications
raquired in perfonnance or in
conseauence of awards to the extent
permitted by 35 U.S.C. 205 or other
applicable laws.

27.303 ·ContM!!" eta•.,.$.
In contracts (and solicitations

therefor) for experimentaL
developmental. or research work (but
see 27.304-3 regarding contracts for
consltuction work'or architect-engineer
services). a patent rights clause shall be
inserted aa follows.

(a) (1) The contracting officer shall
insert the clause at 52.227.11. Patent

Rights-Retention by the Contractor
(Short Form). if .11 the. following
conditions apply:

[i] The contractor is a small business
concern or nonprofit organization as
defined in 27.301 or. except for contracts
of the Department of Defense (DOD), the

. Department of Energy (DOE), or the

., National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA). any other type
of contractor.

(ii) No alternative patent rights clause
is used in accordance with paragraphs
[c) or (d) below or 27.304-2. .

(2) To the extent the information is 1I10t
required elsewhere in the contract. and

.unless otherwise specified by agency
supplemental regulations. the
contracting officer may modify
paragraph (f) of the clause to require the
contractor to do one or more of the
following:

[i] Provide periodic [but not more
frequently·than annually) listings of all
subject inventions required to be
disclosedduring the period covered by
the reporl.

[ii] Provide a report prior to the
closeout of the contract listing all
subiect inventions or stating that there
were none.

[iii) Provide notification of all
subcontracts for experimental.
developmental. or research work.

[iv] Provide. upon request. the filing
date. serial number and title; a copy of
the patent application: and patent
number and issue date for any subject
invention in-any country in which the
contractor has applied for patents.

[v] Furnish the Government an
irrevocable power to inspect and make

. copies of the patent application file.
[3} If the acquisition of patent rights

for the benefit of a foreign government is
required under a treaty or executive
agreement or if the agency head or a
deaignee determines at the time of
contracting that it would be in the
national interest to acquire the right tCI
sublicense foreign governments or
international organizations put suent to
any existing or future treaty or
agreement. the contracting officer shan
use the clause with its Alternate L

(bl (1) The contracting offieei shall
insert the clause at 52.227~12.Patent
Rights-Retention by the Contractor
(Long Form). if all the following.
conditions apply:

(i) The contractor is other than a small
business fum or nonprofit nrgantaation,

(ii) No altemative clause is used in
accordance-with paragraph (c) or (d)
below or 27.304-2-

(iii) The contracting agency is one of
those excepted under subdivision
(a](l](i) above. .
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(2) If the ucquiaifinn of patent rights

fur the benefit of a foreign government is
required under II trunty or exccuti ..... e
egruerncnt or if the agl:ncj' head or a
designee determines at the time or
contracting Ihal it would be in the
natlonn! interest to acquire the right to
sublicense foreign governments or
intcmutlonul ornantzations pursuant 10
any existing or future treaty or
agreement. the contracting ciflcer shall
use the clause with its Alternate I.

(GJ (1) The contracting officer shall
insert the clauue at 52.2'27-13. Patent
Rights-Acquisition by the Government.
if any of the following conditions apply:

(i} No alternative clause is used in
accordance with subparagraph (cHZ] or
paragraph (d) below or 27.304-2.

(ii) The work is 10 be perfonned
outside the United States. its .
possessions. and Puerto Rico by
coutructcrs that are not small business
firms. nonprofit organizations as defined
in 27.301, or demesne firms..For
purposes of this subparagraph, the
contracting officer may presume that a
contractor is not a domestic firm unless
it is known that the firm is not foreign
owned. controlled, or influenced. (See
2i.304-4(a) regarding subcontracts with
U.S. firms.)

(2) Pursuant to their statutory
requirements. DOE and NASA may
specify in their supplemental regulations
use of a modified version of the cluuse .
at 52.Z27~13 in contracts with other than
small business concerns or nonprofit
organizations. -

(3) If the acquisition of potent rights
for the benefits of a foreign government
is required under.a treaty or executive
agreement or if the agency head or a
designee determines at the time of
contracting that it would be in the
nntlcnul interest 10 acquire the right to .
sublicense !;Jreign governments or
internafionul crannizettons pursuant to
any existing or future treaty or
agreement, the conn-ecting officer shall
use the clause with its Alternate I.

(d) [1) If one of tho following applies.
the contracting officer may insert the
clause prescribed in paragraph (a) or (b)
above as otherwise, applicable: agency
supplemental rrgulations may provide
another clause and specify its use; or the
contracting officer shall insert the clause
prescribed in paragraph (c) above:

[I] The contract is for the operation of
a Government-owned research or
production factllty.

(ii) There are exceptional
circumstances and the agency head
determines that restriction or
elimination of the right to retain title to
any subject invention will better
promote the policy and objectives of

Chapter 18 of Tille 35 DC the UnileJ
Sta:cs Cuuc.

(iii} It is del ermined by a Covcmmcnt
authority which is autho-Iced by statute
or executive order to conduct foreign
inlc:Hg~nce or countcnnte.Itgcnce
activities that restriction or elimination
of the right to retain any subject
Invention is nccassary to protect-the
security or such activities.

(2) Any determination under
subdivision (l)(ii} above will he in
writing and accompanied by a written
statement of facts justifying the
dererrninutlon. The statement or Iacts
will contain such informalionas the
agency deems relevant and. at a
minimum. will (i) identify the
organization' involved. (ii) describe the
extent to which agency action restricted
or eliminated the right to retain title to a
subject invention. (iii) slate the factll
and rationale supporting the ngrmcy
action.·(iv) provide suppurting
documentation for those facts and
rationale. and [v] indicate the nature of
any objections to the agency action and
provide anydocumentation inwhich
those objections app~ar. In the case of
contracts with small business concerns
or nonproflt.crgamzatlons. a copy of
each such determination and written
statement of facts will be sent to the
Complroller General of the United
States within30 days after the award of
the applicable funding agreement, In the
case of contracts with smalJ business
concerns. copies will also be sent to the
Chief Counsel for Advocacy of tha Small
Business Administration.

[eJ To qualify for the clause aI52.227­
11, a prospective contractor may be
required by the agencies excepted under
suhdivision (aj[l)(iJ above to certify that
it is either a small. business firm or a
nonprofit organization. If one of these
agencies has reason to question the
status of the pruepcctlve contractor. the
agency may file a protest in accurdance
with 13 crn 121.3-5 if small business
firm status is questioned or require the
prospective contractor to furnish
evidence of its status as a nonprofit
organization.

[f] The Alternates to the clauses at
5Z.227-11. 52.227-12~ and 52.227-13. as
applicable. may be modified by dele ling
the refcrence to future treaties or
agreements or by otherwise more
narrowly defining classes of future
treaties or agreements. It may alsa.be
modified 10 make clear that the rights
granted to the foreign government or
international organization may be for
additional rights beyond a license or
sublicense if 80 required by the
applicable treaty or international
agreement For example. in Borne cases
exclusive licenses or even assignment of

title in the fon:i~n country Involved
rmghr bc rcqc.red.Jn addition. the
Alternate may be rnndified to provide
for direct licf~;}singuy the contractor of
the foreign government or international
crgantza ticn.

27.304 Procedures.

27.304-1 General.

(a} Creater rights determinations,
Whenever the contract contains the
clause at 52.227-13. Patent Rights-c.
Acquisition by the Government. the
contractor (or an employee-inventor uf
the contractor after consultation with
the contractor) may request greater
rights to an identified invention within
the period specified in such clause.
Requests for greater rights may be
granted if-the agency head or designee
detenninesthat the interests of the
Uniled Slates and the general public will
be better served thereby. In making such
determinations. the agency head or
designee shall consider at least the
following objectives:

{t] Promoting the utilizalion of
inventions arising from federally
supported research and development.

(2) Ensuring that inventions are used
in a manner to promote free competition
and enterprise.

(3J Promoting public availability of
inventions made in the United States by­
United States industry and labor.

(4) Ensuring that the Government
obtain, sufficient rights in federally­
supported inventions to meet the needs
of the Government and protect the
public against nonuse or unreasonable
use of inventions.

(b) Retention afrights by inventor. If
the contractor does not elect to retain
title to a subject invention. the agency
may consider and. after consultation
with the contractor, grant requests for
retention of rights by the inventor.
Retention of rights by the inventor will
be subject to the conditions in
paragraph (d) (except subparagraph
(d)(1lJ. subparagraph (0[4). and
paragraphs (hJ. (iJ. and (j) of the
applicable Patent Righls-,Retention by
the Contractor clause.

(c) Government assignment to
contractor ofrights in Govemment

..employees' inventions. When a
Government employee is a coinventor of
an invention made under 8 contract with
a small business finn or nonprofit
organization. the agency employing the
coinventor may transfer or reassign
whatever right it may acquire in the
subject invention from its employee to
the contractor. subject to the conditions
of 35 U.S.C. Chapler 18 and OMU
Circular A-124.
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(d) Additional requirements. (1) If it is
desired to have the right to require any
of the following. the contract shall be
modified to require the contractor to do
one or more of the following:

(i) Provide periodic (but not more
_frequently than annually) listings of all
subject inventions required to be
disclosed during the period covered by
the reporL -

(ii) Provide a report prior to the
closeout of the contract listing aD
subject inventions or stating that there
were none. -

(iii] Provide notification of aJI
subcontracts for experimental.
developmental. or research work.

(iv) Provide upon request. the filing
date. serial number and title: a copy of
the patenl application; and patent
number and issue date for any subject
invention in any country in which the
contractor has applied for patents.

(v] Furnish the Government an ­
irrevocable' power to inspect and make
copies of the patent application file.

(2) To the extent pravided by such
modification (and automatically under
the terms of the clauses at 52.227-12and
·13). the contracting officer may require
the .contractorto-

(i] Furnish a copy of each subcontract
containing a patent rights clause (but if
a copy of a subcontract is furnished
under another clause. a duplicate shall
not be requested under the patent rights
clause); .

[ii] Submit interim and final invention
reports listing subject inventions and

. notifying the contracting officer of all
subcontracts awarded for experimental.
developmental. or research work:

(iii) Submit informanon regarding the
filing date. serial number and title. and.
upon request. a copy of the patent
application. and patent number and
issue date for any subject invention in
any country for which the contractor has
retained title; and

(iv) Submit periodic reports on the
utilization of a subject invention or on
efforts at obtaining utilization that are .
being made by the contractor or its
licensees or assignees.

(3) The contractor is required to
deliver to' the contracting officer an
instrument confinnatnry of all rights to
which the Government is entitled and to·
furnish the Govemment an irre~'ocablc
power to inspect and make copies of the
patent application file. Such'delivery

~should normally be made within 6
months after filing each patent
application. or within 6 months after
submitting the invention disclosure if the
application has been previously filed.

(e) Revocation or modification of
.contractor's minimum rights. Before
revocation or modification of the

contractor's license in accordance with
27.302(h)(2). the contracting officer will
furnish the contractor a written notice of
intention to revoke or modify the
license. and the contractor will be
allowed 30 days (or such other time as
may be authorized by the contracting
officer for good cause shown by the
contractor) after the notice to show
cause why the license should not be
revoked or modified. The contractor has'
the right to appeal. in accordance with
applicable provisions in the Federal
Properly Management Regulations and
agency, licensing regulations, any
decisions conceming.the revocation or
modification.

(fJ-Modification. waiver. or omission
ofrights 'of the Govemmettt or
obligations of the contractor. (1) In
contracts-not subject to 35 U.S.C.
Chapter 18; an agency may modify.
waive. or omit. in-whole or in part, any
of the rights of the Government or
obligations of the contractor descnbed
in 27.302(c) through (h) if the agency
head or designee determines at the time
of contracting [i] that the interests of the
United States and the general public will
be better served thereby as, for
example. where this is necessary to
obtain a uniquely or highly qualified
contractor. or (ii] that the contract
involves cosponsored. cost sharing, or
joint venture research and development.
and the contractor; cosponsor. or joint
venturer is making a substantial
contribution of funds. facilities. or
equipment to the work performed under
the contract.

(2) Any modification. waiver. or
omission oftfie rights of the Government
shall be in writing and accompanied by
a written statement of facts justifying
the determination. Inasmuch as these
rights are normally considered the
minimum rights necessary to protect the
interests of the United States and the
general puhlic under the policy and
objectives of 27.302(a)(1), such

. statement must specifically-e-
(i) Describe the extent to which the

Government's rights are to be modified.
waived. or omitted:

(ii) State the facts and rationale for
'such modification. waiver. or omission:
and

(iii) Include a statement as to why the
interests-of the United States and the
general public will be beller served by
such modification. waiver. or omission
under the policy and objectives of
27.302(a)(1). with particular emphasis on
(A) ensuring that the Government
obtains sufficient rights to meet its "
needs competitively. and at the lowest
cast when relinquishing the­
Government's royalty-free license rights.
(B) protecting the public against nonuse

or unreasonable use of inventions
arising out of the contract when
relinquishing march-in rights intended to
prevent suppression of such inventions
and to assure their availability to meet
health or safety needs or regulatory
requirements. and (C) promo ting the
public availability of such inventions
through commercialization by United
States industry and labor.

(g) Exercise ofmarch-in rights. The
following procedures shall govern the

·-exercise of the march-in rights set forth
in 35l}.S.C. 203. paragraph UJ of the
Patent Rights-Retention by the
Contractor clauses. and subdivision
(cJ(1J(ii] of the Patent Rights- ..
Acquisition by the Government clause:

(1) When theagency receives
information that it believes might
warrant the exercise of march-in rights.
before initiajing any march-in
proceeding in accordance with the
procedures of subparagraph (2J below, it
shall ool1fythe contractor in writing of
the information and request informal
written or oral comments from the
contractor. In the absence of any
comments- from the contractor within 30
days the agency may. at its discretion.
initiate the procedures below. If a
comment is received. whether or not
within 30 days. then the agency shall.
within 60 days after it receives the
comment. either initiate the procedures
below or notify the contractor.Jn

· writing. that it will not pursue march-in
rights based on the information about
which the contractor was notified. ,
.. (2) A march-in proceeding shall be
initiated bv the issuance of a written
notice by the agency head or a designee
to the contractor and its assignee or
exclusive licensee, as applicable. stating
that the Government has determined to
exercise march-in rights. The notice
shall state the reasons for the proposed
march-in in terms sufficient to put the
contractor on notice of the facts upon
which the action is based. and shall
specify the field or fields of use in which
the Govemment is considering requiring
licensing. The notice shall advise the
contractor, assignee. or exclusive
licensee of its rights as set forth in 33.011

· and in any supplemental agency
regula nons or procedures. The
determination to exercise march-in
rights shall be made by the contracting
officer. as a final decision for purposes
of the Contract Disputes Act in
accordance with 33.011~

(3) These procedures shall also apply
to the exercise or march-in rights
against inventors receiving titie to
subject inventions under 35 U.S.C. 202(d]
and. for that purpose. the term
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"contractor" aa used hef"eiII sIoallbe
deemed to lnclnde \be inven:lQ<.

(4) Thecontr-. asai8"" or
exclusive Ucen _ wiUIIOl be required
10 gr....t a license aud U. Gaftmmenl
will aot gram an)' Ilceue 1ULIi1 aiter
either Ii) IlOdays fzom tile data of the
contrBdDr'a receipt of tile CODIracIiDg
officer'a decis.... if 110 appeal of the
decision has been made tc a Board ol
Contract Appeals' and if no acti"",!lao
been brought under 41USc. 609within
thet lime. or [ii) the board or court has
made a IiDIII decision. in cases when an
appeal or action bas been brousht
within 90 days or the contracting
officer's decision.

[h) Licenses and assignments under
contracts with nonprofit organizations.
J£ the contractor is a nonprofit .
organization. the clause at 52..227·11
provides that certain contractor actions
require agency approval. -as specified
below. Agencies shall provide
procedures for obtaining such approval.

(1) Rights to a subject invention in the
United States may not be assigned
without the approval of the contracting
agency. except where such assignment
is made to an organization which has as
one of its primary functions the
management of inventions and which is
not. itself. engaged in or does not hold a
substantial interest in other
organizations engaged in the
manufacture or sale of products or the
use of processes that might utilize the
invention or be in competition with
embodiments of the invention (provided
that such assignee will be subject to the
same provisions as the contractor).

(2) The contractor may not grant
exclusive licenses under United States
patents or patent applications in subject
inventions to persons- other than small "
business firms for' a period in excess of
the earlier of- . "

(i) Five years from first commercial
sale or use of the invention; or

[ii] Eight years from the date of the
exclusive license excepting that time
before regulatory agencies necessary to
obtain pre market clearance. unless on a
case-by-case basis the contracting
agency approves 8 longer exclusive
license. If exclusive field of use licenses
are granted, commercial sale or use in
one field of use will not be deemed
commercial sale or use as to other fields
of use. and a first commerclal sale or
use with respect to 8 product of the
invention will not be deemed to end the

- exclusive period to different subsequent
products covered by the invention.

27~-2 Contracts placed by or for other
Government agencies.

The following procedures apply unless
agency agreements provide otherwise:

(a) WbeaaGo~t agency
requests anotl>er Govemmen t .~""Y lD
award a cvntract aD its bebali. the
requesl should explain any special
circumstances surrounding the contract
and specify and furnish !he patent rights
clause to ba used. Normally. the clause
will be in accordaDce with the p<>licies
and procedurea of thia aubpart. .u.
however. the requeslstates that & cJa..se
of the requesting agency ia requ.ired (e.a.,
becaase of..a1atIl1ory requirement. a
deviatioa. or 8XCeptional circumstpnces)
tha t clause ahan be used rather than
those ol thia auhpart.

(1) J£ the request slAtes thai an agency
clause is required and the work to be
performed under the contract is not
severable and is funded wholly or in
part by the agency. then that agency
clause and no other patent rights clause
shall he included in the contract.

(2) If the request states that an agency'
clause is required. and the work to be
performed under the contract is
severahIe and is only in part for the
.requesting agency. then the work which
is on behalf of the requesting agency
shall be identified in the contract. and

. the agency clause shall be made
applicable 10 that portion. In such­
situations. the remaining portion of the
work ifor the agency awarding the
contract) shall likewise be identified

- and tha appropriate patent rights clause
(if required) shall be made applicable to
that r,emaining portion.

(3) If the request states thai an agency
clause is not required in any resulting
contract. then the appropriate patent
rights clause shall be used, if a palent
rights clause is require"d.· ~

(b) Where use of the specified clause.
or any modification, waiver. or omission
of the Covemment's rights under any
provisions therein.treqalras a written
determination. the reporting-of such
determination. or a deviation. if any
such acts are required in accordance

"with 27.303(dj(2). 27.304-1(0(2). or 1.4. it
shall be the rasponsibility of the
requesting agency to make such
determination, submit the required
reports. and obtain such deviations. in
consultation with the contracting
agency. unless otherwise agreed
between the contracting and requesting
agencies. However. a deviation to a
specified clause of the requesting
agency shall not be made without prior
approval of that agency.

(c) The requesting agency may
require. and provide instructions
regarding, the forwarding or handling of
any invention disclosures or other
reporting requirements of the specified
clauses. Normally the requesting agency
shall be responsible for the handling of
any disclosed inventions. including the

ming of patent app!ic:atioDa where tire )
Government receives title. and the
cuotod,. COIl!roi, and Iicenoin3 thereof.
unlen provided otbenriBe ill the
instnoctioDo ... QtIIeragre_ wilh
the ew:tta::tb:ii apncy.

27.304-3 c:e_ for _on work
·or arclllIecI-englnear _ .

fa) 1£ • ..,li<:italino ar .....bacl far:
cousboc::tkm work or -rr:bjte::t...ensirwoer
aervicea has u a parpoae _
performance of aperh da!
develupnwntal. ... ",sea:clJ.wor:k or tal
and-evaluaooD atnxIieslxroulviag no::h
work and calla fOE. or cnn be e:x;Jected
'to involn. the ..sign at. Gonmm""t
facility or of DDm stnldDn!s. machines,
products. rcat2riaia. procesaes, or
equipmentlincJnoding construction
equipment). it shall include a patent
rights clause selected in accordance
witb the policies and procedures of this
Subpart 27.3.

(b) A solicitation or contract for
constrnction work or architect-engineer
services that calls for or can be
expected to involve only "standard
types of construction" to he built by
previously developed equipment,
methods. and processes shall not
include a patent rights clause, The tem.. __.//
"standard types of construction" means .."
constructicn in which the distinctive
features. if any, in all likelihood will
amount to no more than-

(1) Variations in size. sbap.. or
capacity cf <>ilierwise structurally
orthodox and conventlanally acling

. structures or strw:lural gr""PillBs; or
(2) Purely artistic OJ' esthetic (as

distinguished from functiclAwly
signmca:lt) architectaral configuratians
and designs of both structus&l and
nonstrucural rnembera or groapings,.
which m.y or may Dot be sufliciently
novel or nlariturious' te qualify for
design protection under the design.
patent or cop~ laws.

27.304-4 Subcontracts.

(a) The polides and procedures
covered by this subpart apply to all
contracts at any tier. Hence. a
contractor awarding a subcantract and a
subcontractor awarding a lower-tier
subcontract that bas as a purpose the
conduct of experimental. developmental.
or research, work is required to
determine the appropriate patent rights
clause to be included that is consistent
with these policies and procedures.
Generally, the clause at either 52.227-11... )
5Z.227~12. or 52.227-13 is to be used and -..­
will be so specified in the patent rights
clause contained in the higher-tier
contract. but the contracting officer may
direct the use of 8 particular patent
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rights clause In any lower-tier contract
in accordance with the policies and
procedures of this subpart. For instance.
when the clause at 52.227~13 is in the
prime contract because the work is to be
performed overseas; any subcontract
with a nonprofit organization would
contain the clause at 52.227-11.

(b] Whenever a prime contractor or a
subcontractor considers the inclusion of
a particular clause in a subcontract to
be inappropriate or a subcontractor
refuses to accept the proffered clause:
the mailer shaU be resolved by the
agency contracting officer in
consultation with counsel.

(c) II is Government policy that
contractors shall not use their ability to
award subcontracts as aconomtc
leverage to acquire rights for themselves
in inventions resulting from

. subcontracts.

27.304-5 Appeals.
(a) The agency official initially

authorized to take any of the following
actions shan-provide the contractor with
a written statement of the basis for the
action at the time the action is taken.
including any relevant facts that were
relied upon in taking the action:

(1) A refusal to grant an extension to
the invention disclosure period under
subparagraph (c)(4) of the clauses at
52.227-11and 52.227-12.

(2) A request for a conveyance of title
to the Government under 27.302(d)(l](i)
through [v]. .

(3) A refusal to grant a waiver under
27.302(g), Preference for U.S. Industry.

(4) A refusal to approve an
assignment under 27.304-1(h)(1).

(5) A refusal to approve an extension
of the exclusive license period under
27.304-1(h)(3).

(b) Each agency shall establish and
publish procedures under which any of
the agency actions listed in paragraph
(a) above may be appealed to the head
of the agency or designee. Review at this
level shaU consider both the factual and
legal basis for the. action and its
consistency with the policy and
objectives of 35 U.S.c. 200-206 and this
subpart.

(c) Appeala procedures established
under paragraph (b) above shall include
administrative due process procedures
and standards for facHinding at least
comparable to those set forth in Part
13...g of OMB Circular A-124 whenever
there is a dispute as to the factual basis
for an agency request for a conveyance
of title under 27.302[d)(1)fi) through (v)
including any dispute as to whether or
not an invention is 8 subject invention.

(d] To the extent that any of the
actions described in paragraph (a)
above are subject to appeal under the

Contract Disputes Act. the procedures
under that Act will satisfy the
requirements of paragraphs [b) and (c)
above.

27.305 Administration of patent rights
clauses.

27.305-1 Patent rights follow-up.
(a) Ills important that the

Government and the contractor know
and exercise their rights in inventions
conceived or first actually reduced to
practice in the course of or under
Government contracts in' order to ensure
their expeditious availability to the

. public and to enable the Government.
the contractor. and the public to avoid
unnecessary payment of royal ties and to
defend themselves against claims and
suits for patent infringement. To attain

. these ends. contracts having a patent

..Iights.clause should be so administered
that-

(1) Inventions are identified,
disclosed. and reported as required by
the contract. and elections are made:

(2) The rights of the Government in
such inventions are established;

(3) Where patent protection is
appropriate. patent applications are
timely filed and prosecuted by
contractors or by the Government: ._

(4) The rights of the Government In
filed patent applications are .
documented by formal instruments such
8S licenses or assignments: and

(5) Expeditious commercial utilization
of suchInventions is achieved.

(b) If a subject invention is made
under funding agreements of more than
one agency. at the request of the
conteactcr or on their own initiative, the
agencies shall designate one agency as
responsible for administration of the
rights of the Government in the
invention.

27;305002 Follow-up by contractor.
(a) Contractor procedures. If required

by the applicable clause. the contractor
shall establish and maintain effective
procedures to ensure ita patent rights
obligations are met and that subject

-Inventions are timely identified_and
disclosed. and when appropriate. patent
applications are filed

(b) Contractor reports. Coatractors
shall submit all reports required by the
patent rights clauae to the ccntracting
officer or other representative
designated for such purpose in the
contract, Agencies may, in their.
implementing instructions. provide
specific forms for use on an optional
basis for such reporting.

27.305-3 FoUow-uP by Government.
(a) Agencies sball maintain

appropriate follow-up procedures to

protect the Government's Interest and to
check that subject inventions are
identified and disclosed. and when
appropriate. patent applicattons are­
filed. and that the Government's rights
therein are established and protected.
Follow-up activities for contracts that
Include a clause referenced in 27.304--2
shall be coordinated with the
appropria te agency.

(b) The contracting officer
administering the contract (or other
representative specifically designated in
the contract for such purpose) is
responsible for receiving invention
disclosures. reports. confirmatory
instruments, notices. requests. and ether
documents and information submitted
by the contractor pursuant to 8 patent
rights clnuse.If the contractor fails to
furnish documents or information as
called for by the clause within the tim"
required, the contracting officer shall
promptly request the contractor to
supply the required documents or
information and. if the failure persists,
shall-take appropriate action to secure
ccmpllance. Invention disclosures.
reports. confirmatory instruments.
notices. requests. and other documents>
and information relating to patent rights
clauses shall be promptly furnished by
the contracting officer: administering the
contract [or other designee) to the
procuring agency or contracting activity
for which the procurement was made for
appropriate action.

(c) Contracting activities shall
establish appropriate procedures to
detect and correct failures by the
contractor to comply with its obligations
under the patent rights clauses. such as
failures to disclose and report subject
inventions. both during and after
contract performance. Ordinarily a
contractor should have written
instructions for its employees covering
compliance with these contract
obligations. Government effort to review
and correct contractor compliance with
its patent rights obligetions should be
directed primarily towards contracts
that, because of the nature of the
research. development. or:experimental
work or the large dollar amount spent
on such work. are more likely to result
in subject inventions significant in
number or quality. and towards
contracts when there is reason to
believe the c;:ontractors may not be­
complying with their contractual ­
obligations. Other contracts may be
reviewed using a spot-check method. as
feasible. Appropriate follow-up
procedures and activities may include
the investigation or review of selected
contracts or contractors by those
qualified in patent and technical matters
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to deted f.... to comjMy with
contract obIigaliGoa.

[d) Follow-up activities should
include. where appropriate. use of
G"verllDH!lltpalllDt perawmel-

12l To interview agency technical.
personnel to identify novel
developments made io contraeta;

(21 To review technical ""porta
subllLitted by·contractorswith cognizaDl
agency technical peraollllB!:

(3) To check the Official Gaulle of
the United States Patent and Trademark
Office and other acurees for patents
issued to the contractor io fields related
t1:J its Govemment contracts: and

[4) If additional information is
required; to,have cognizant Governm.ent
personnel interview contractor .
persmmel regarding work under the
contract involved. observe the work on
site, and inspect laboratory notebooks
and other records of the contractor
related to work under the contract,

(e) If it is determined that a contractor
or subcontractor does not have 8 clear
understanding of the righ ts and
obligations of the parties under a patent
rights clause. or that its procedures for
complying with the clause are deficient,
a post-award orientation conference or
letter should ordinarily be used to
explain these rights and obligations (see
Subpart 42.5). When a contractor fails to
establish. maintain. or follow effective
procedures for identifying, disclosing.
and. when appropriate. filing patent
applications on inventions (if such
procedures are required by thepatent
rights clause), or after appropriate notice
fails to correct any deficiency•. the
contracting officer may require the .
contractor to make available for .
examination books. records, and
documents relating to the contractor's
inventions in the same field of
technology as the contract effort to
enable a detemination of whether there
are suchInventions and may invoke the
withholding of payments provision (if
any) of the clause. The withholding of
payments p;"O"1...tsion [if any) of the patent
rights clause or of any other contract
clause lTi.l:ly also be invoked if the
contractor Jails to disclose a subject
invention. Significant or repeated
failures by a contractor io comply with
the patent rights obligation in its
contracts shall be documented and
made a part of the general file (see
4.801[c)[3).

27.3050-4 Conveyance of Invention rights
acquired by the Government.

(a) Agencies are responsible for those
procedures necessary to protect the
Government's interest in subject
inventions. When the Government
acquires the entire right. title. and

iolerest in an ilnoeuli"" by c:aalrBCL this
is normally • j.1iBbed~ on
assignment either from eacb inventor ID

.1becontractor and from the conlractor
in the Goverrunent. Drfrom lb. inventor
to theGovernment with 1I1e consent of
lbe contractor. 10 that the cbain of tille
frOiD the Inventor to the Govemmenl is
dearly eltablished. Wben lbe
Government'l rights are limiled to a
license. there sbould be a confirmatory
instrument to ·that effecL

(b) The form of conveyance of title
from the inventor to the contractor must
be legally sofficientto convey the rights
the contractor is required to convey to
the Government. Agencies """y, by
supplemental instructions, develop
suitable assignments, licenses. and other
papers evidencing any rights of the
Government in patents or patent .
applications. including such instruments
as may be required to be recorded in the
Statutory Register or documented in the
Government Register maintained by the
U.S, Patent and Trademark Office
pursuant to Executive Order.9424.
February 18.1944.

27.305--5 Publication or release of
Invention disclosures.

(a) In accordance with the policy at
27.302(i), to protect their mutual
interests. contractors and the
Government should cooperate in

.. deferring the publication or release of
invention disclosures until the filing of
the first patent application. and use their
best efforts to achieve prompt filing
when publication .or r-elease may be
immineet, The Government will. on its
part and 10 the extent authorized by 35
U.S.C. 205. withbold from disclosare to
the public any invention discloSllrel_
reported under the patent rights clauses
of 52.227-11,52.227-12. or 52,227-13for a
reasonable time In.order for patent
applications to be filed. The policy in
27.302[i) regarding protection of
confidentiality shall be followed.

[bme Government will also use
reasonable efforts to withhold from
disclosure to the public for a reasonable
time orher mfnrmation disclosing a
reported invention included in anv data
delivered pur-suant to contract .
requirements: provided. mat the
contractor notifies the agency as to the
identity of the data and theinvention to
which it relates at the time of deli'...ry of
the data. Such notification must be to
both the contracting officer and any
patent representative to'which the
invention is reported, if other than the
contracting officer.

27.306 tJcenolIott becky.-..I patent
ngllls to third partleo.

(a) A ..-ra<:t with a small business
firm or Ilonprofil organi2alion will not

. contam. pl'....iaiou aIIowing'!be
Government.lo require the licensing to
thinl parties of imoentiona ownedb,- the
contrador thai a", not &Object
inveIJtiomlunlese sucb JRovieittn has'
be ... approved by the agency bead and
written justification has been-signed by
the-asency beed. Any .lIUdtproviSion
will clearly state whetherlbe Iiceneing
may be required in conneclion with the
practice of a subject invention. B
specifically idermr~vror!<-ob;ect. Or
both. The agency head IMy not delegate
the authority 10 apprcve sad! provisions
or to sign justifications required for such
provisions.

[b] The Government will nol require
the licensing of third parties under any
such provision unless the agency head
determines that the use of the invention
by others is necessary for the practice of
a subject invention or for the use of a
work object of the contract and that
such action-is necessary to acnieve the
practical application of the subject
invention or work object. Any·such
determlnaticn will be on the record after
an opportunity for a hearing. and the
contractor shall be given notification of
the determination by certified or
registered mail. The notificatien shall
include a statement that any action
commenced for judicial review 4)f such
determination must be brought by the
contractor within 60 days after the
notification.

SUBPART 27.4-RIGHTS IN DATA AND
COPYRIGHTS'

27.401 General.

It is necessary forCovernment
departments and agencies, in order to
carry out. their missions and programs.
to acquire or obtain access to many
kinds of data developed under or used
in performing their contracts. Such data _
are required in order to obtain
competition among suppliers: to meet
acquisition needs; to ensure logistic
support; to fulfill certain responsibilities
for disseminating and publishing the
results of their activities; to ensure
appropriate use of the results of
research. development. and
demonstration activities: and to meet
other programmatic and statutory
requirements. At the same time. the
Government recognizes that its
contractors.may have a property right or
other valid economic interest in certain
data resulting from pri ..rate investment.
and that the protection from .
unauthorized use and disclosure of this
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Government under this contract or (2)
used in machinery, tools. or methods
whose use necessarily results from
compliance by the Contractor or a
subcontractor with (i) specifications or
written provisions forming a part of this
contract or (ii) specific written f

instructions given by the Contracting
Officer directing the manner of
performance. The entire Ilablllty to the
Government for Infringement of a patent
of the United State. shall be determined
solely by the provisions of the indemnity
clause. if any. included in this contract
or any subcontract hereunder (including
any lower-tier subcontract), and the
Government assumes liability for all
other infringement to the extent of the
authorization and consent hereinabove
granted.

(b) The Contractor agrees to include.
and require inclusion of. this clause,
suitably modified to identify the parties,
in all subcontracts at any tier for
supplies or services (including
construction. architect-engineer
services, and materials, supplies,
models, samples, and design or testing
services expected to exceed $25,000;
however, omission of this clause from
any subcontract. under or over $25,000,
does not affect this authorization and
consent.

(End of cia use) [R 7-103.22 1961 JAN)
Alternate [[APR 1964). The following

is substituted for paragraph (a) of the
clause:

(a) The Government authorizes and
consents to all use and manufacture of
any invention described in and covered
by a United States patent in the
performance of this contract or any
subcontract at any tier.

(R 7-302.211964 MAR)
Alternate [[(APR 1984). The following

is substituted for paragraph (a) of the
clause:

... (a) The Government authorizes and
consents to all use and manufacture in
the performance of any order at any tier
or-subcontract at any tier placed under
this contract for communication services
and- faciHties: for -whieh-rates. -charges..
and tariffs are not established by a
gp,vernment regula lory body, of any
'm'veo)joridescribed in and covered by a
United states patent (1) embodied in the
structlff1Joor composition of any article
the deltvery of which Is accepted by the
Government under this contract or (2)
used in macmIlet;.Y., tools. or methods
whose use necessarily results from
compliance by the contractor or a
subcontractor with specifications or
written provisions forming a part of this
contract or with specific written
instructions given by the Contracting

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

••

•

Authority: 40 U.S.C. 486[cJ;Chapter 137. 10
U.s.C.; and 42 U.S.C. 2453(c).

18. The titles and text of subsections
52.222-40 through 52.222-44 are removed
and reserved. .

19. In paragraph (b) of the contract
clause at subsection 52.225-9. the last
sentence is revised to read as follows:

52.225-9 Buy American Act-Trade
Agreements Ad-Bal:::!nca of Payments
Program.

(b) •• "Contractors may oat supply
a foreign end product with a total value
of $161,000 or more unless the foreign
end product is a designated country end
product (see FAR 25.401). or unless a
waiver ls granted under section 302 of
the Trade Agreement. Act of 1979 (see
FAR 25.402(b)).

52.227-1 Authorization and Consent.
52.227-Z Notice and Assistance Regarding

Patent and Copyright Infringement.
52.227-3 Patent Indemnity.
52.227--1 PatentIndemnity--Cons1ruction

Contracts. .
52.227-5· .Waiver of Inderrm.ity.
52.227-6 Royalty Information.
52.227-7 Patents-Notice of Government

Licensee.
52.227-8 Reporting of Royalties (Foreign).
52.227-9 Refund of Royalties. .
52.227-10 Filing of Patent Applications-

Classified Subject Matter.
52.227-11 Patent Rights-c-Retentlon by the

Contractor (Short Form).
52.227-12 Patent Rights-Retention by the

Contractor (Long Form).
52.227-13 PatentRights-Acquisition by the

Government.

PART 52-SOLICITATION
PROVISIONS AND CONTRACT
CLAUSES

17. The table of contents for Part 52 is
amended by adding the following
entries-

52.227 [Removed]

20. Section 52.227 [Reserved] is
removed.

...... 21,Subsection.S2:227::1 through
52.227~i3 are added 10 read a. follows:

52.227~1 Authorization and Consent

As prescribed at 27.201-2(1)). Inaeet'the
following clause:

AUTHORIZATION AND CONSEtU .
(APR 1964) -#'II

[a] The Government authorizes and
consents to all use and manufac~~in
performing this contract or any .
subcontract at any tier. of any invention
described in and covered by a United
Slate. patent (1) embodied in the
structure or composition of any article
the delivery of which is accepted by the

27,.601 General.

itgencies shall provide all necessary
rules and regulations as are required for
the proper application of the laws and
policies of the U.S. Government
regarding-«

(a) Elimination in agreements between
domestic concerns and foreign
governments or foreign concerns of
charges for the use of pa tents in which
the U.S. Government has a royalty-free
license or of charges in agreements for
the use of data that the U.S. Government­
has a right to use and disclose to others.
that is in the public domain, or that was
acquired by the U.S. Government with
the unrestricted right to use, duplicate.
or disclose and to have or permit others
to do so;

(b) Foreign license and technical
assistance agreements between the U.S.
Government and United States domestic
concerns;

(c) Guidance on negotiating contract
prices and terms concerning patents and
data, including royalties. in contracts
between the U.S. Government and a
foreign government or foreign concern;
and

(d) Regulations and guidance on
controls WJ. the .exportetton .ofdata __
relating-to certain-designated ite-ms,
such as arms or munitions of war, and
guidance on reviews of agreements
involving such data [see 22 crn 124).

PART 31-CONTRACT COST
PRINCIPLES AND PROCEDURES

31.205-18 [Amended]
16. In subsection 31.205-18,

paragraphs [c)[I)[i) and [c)(1)[v) are
amended by changing "$4 million" to
read "$4.400.000". and paragraph
(c)(1)(ii) is amended by changing
"$500.000" to read "$550,000".

'data, and other data made available to
the Government Ioruse. is required in
order to preclude the compromise of
such property right or economic interest.
jeopardizing the contractor's commercial
position. and impairment of the
Government's ability to obtain access to
or use o(such data. Protecting this data
is therefore necessary to encourage
qualified contractors to participate in
Government programs and apply
innovative concepts to such programs;
Speclfic agency regulations shall be
framed in light of the above
considerations to strike a balance
between the Government's need and the
contractor's economic interest.

SUBPART 27.5-RESERVED

SUBPART 27.6-FOREIGN LICENSE
AND TECHNICAL ASSiSTANCE
AGREEMENTS

12906

-------~'--------_.--,.~_._--~--_..
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Officer directing the manner of
perfonnance.

[R 7-1702.5(a) 1971 APR)

52.2%7-2 Notice and Assistance
Regarding Patent and Copyright
Infringement.' ..'.1 "

As prescribed, at 27.202-2. insert the
following clause: _
NOnCE AND ASSISTANCE R.ECARD­

L"IG PATENT .AND COPYRIQHT IN­
FRINGEMENT (APR 1984), t '/f
(a) The Contractor shall report fo the"

. Contracting Officer. promptly and in
reasonable written detail, each notice or
claim of patent or copyright
infringement based on the performance
of this contract of which the Contractor
has knowledge. r .

(b) In the event of any claim or suit
against tne Government on account of
any alleged patent or copyright
infringement arising out of the
performance of this contract or out of
the use of any supplies furnished or
work or services performed under this
contract. the Contractor shall furnish to
the Government. when requested by the
Contracting Officer. all evidence and
information in possession of the
Contractor pertaining to such suit or
claim. Such evidence and information
shall be furnished at the expense of the
Government except where the
Contractor has agreed to indemnify the
Government.

(c) The Contractor agrees to Include.
and require inclusion of, this clause in
all subcontracts at any tier for supplies
or services (including construction and
architect-engineer subcontracts and
those for material. supplies. models,
samples, or design or testing services)
expected to exceed the dollar amount
set forth in 13.000 of the Federal
Acquisition Regulation (FAR).

[End of clause) (R 7-103.23 1965 )AN)

S:C.227·3 Patent Jndemnlty.

Insert the following clause 85

prescribed at 27.203-1(b), 27.203-2(a), or
27.203-4(a)[2)as applicable:

pATENT INDEMNITY [APR 1984)
(al The C"ntra"tor shallindemnifythe,

Covcrnment and its 'offlcers. agents. and
employees against liability, including
costs, for infringement of any United
States patent (except a patent issued
upon an application that is now or may
hereafter be withheld from issue
pursuant to a Secrecy Order under 35
U.s.C. 181) arising out of the
map.ufacture or delivery of supplies, the
performance of services, or the
construction. alteration. modification. or
repair of real property [hereinafter
referred to as "construction work")
under this contract. or out of the use or
disposal by or for the account of the

Government of such supplies or
construction work.

[b] This indemnity shall not apply
unless the Contractor shall have been
informed 8S soon as practicable by the
Gov,ernment of the suit or action alleging
suclFifilringement and shall have been
given such opportunity as is afforded by
a~able Jaws. rules. or regulations to
participate in its defense. Further. this
indemnity shall not apply to II) an
infI1iigement resulting from compliance
with specific written lnstruetfona of the
Contracting Officer directing 8 change in
the supplies to be delivered or in tbe
materials or equipment to be used, or
directing a manner of performance of
the contract not normally used by the
Contractor; (2) an infringement resulting
from addition to or change In supplies or
components furnished or construction
work performed that was made .
subsequent to delivery or performance.
or (3) a claimed infringement that is
unreasonably settled without the
consent of the Contractor, unless
required by final decree of a court of
competent jurisdiction.

[End of clause) (R 7'-104.5 1975 jUN)
Alternate / (APR 1984). The following

paragraph [c) is added to the clause:
[c) This potent indemnification shall

not apply to the following items:

!Contracting Officer list and/or identify
the items to be excluded from this
indemnity]

(R 7-104.5(a) 19G4 SEP)
Alternate II (APR 1984). The following

paragraph (c) is added to the clause:
(a) This patent indemnification shall

cover the following
items: , ..
!List andloridentify the items to be in­

eluded under tbls indemnity] (R 7­
104.5(a) 1384 SEP)
Alternate II1 (APR 1984). The

following paragraph is added to the
clause:

() As to subcontracts at any tier for
communication service. this clause shall
apply .only to.indivtdualecmmunieation
service authorizations over $!}.OOO issued
under this contract and covering those
communications services and facilities
(1) that are or have been sold or offered
for sale by the Contractor to the public,
(2) that can be provided over
commercially available equipment. or
(3) that involve relatively minor
modifications.

(R 7-1701.101971 APR)

52.227-4 Pctent lndemnlty-e-Constructlcn
ccntrcets,

As prescribed at 27.203-,5. insert the
following clause:

PATENT INDEMNITY-CONSTRUC-
TION CONTRACTS [APR 1984)
Except an otherwise provided, the

. Contractor agrees to indemnify the
Government and its officers; agsnts.und
employees against liability. including ./
costs and expenses. for infringement ­
upon any United States patent [except a
patent issued upon an application that is
now or may hereafter be withheld from
issue pursuant to a Secrecy Order under
35 U.S.C. 181) arising out of performing
this contract or out of the use or
disposal by or for the account of the
Government of supplies furnished or
work performed under this contract.

(End of clause) (R 7-602.161984 /UN)
Alternale / (APR 1984) Designate the

first paragraph as paragraph(a) and add
the following to the basic clause ee
paragraph (b):

[b] This patent indemnification shall
not apply to the following items:

[Contracting Officer specifically iden­
lify the item 10 be excluded]

[R 7-602.16(b) 1966 APR)
NOTE: Exclusion from indemnity of

specified, identified patents, as
distinguished from items, is the
exclusive prerogative of the agency
head or designee (See 27.203-il).

52.227~5 Waiver of Indemnfty.

As prescribed at 27.203-6. insert the
following clause:
WAIVER OF INDEMNITY (APR 1984)
Any provision or clause of this

contract to the contrary
notwithstanding, the Government .
herebv authorizes and consents to the
use a~d manufacture, solely in
performing this contract, of any
invention covered by the United States
pa tents identified below and waives
indemnification by the Contractor with
respect to-such patents:

...................................., .
IContracting Officer identify t.ie patents
by number or by other means ifmore
appropriate).

"[End·of clausej [AV7-1lJ45(bp955- .
JAN)

[·2.227-6 Royalty Information.

As prescribed at 27.204:-2, insert the
following provision:
ROYALTY INFORMATION [APR 1984)

(a} Cost or charges for royalties.
When the response to this solicitation
contains costs or charges for royalties
totaling more than $250, the following
information shall be included in the
response relating to each separate item
of royally or license fee:

(1) Name and address of licensor.
(2) Date of license agreement.

I

I
I
I
!

. -·t·'
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(3) Patent numbers. patent application
serial numbers. or other basis on which
the royalty is payable.

(4J Brief description. including any
part or model numbers. of each contract
item or component on walch the royalty
is payable. .

(5) Percentage or dollar rate of royalty
per unit.

(6) Unit price of contract item.
(7) Number of units.
(6) Total dollar amount of royalties.
(b] Copies ofcurrent licenses. In

addition. if specifically requested by the
Contracting Officer before execution of
the contract, the offeror shall furnish a
copy of the current license agreement
and an identification of applicable
claims of specific patents.

[End of provision) (R 7-2003.42 1961
• AUG)

Alternate I. (APR 1964) Substitute the
following for the introductory portion of
paragraph [a) of the basic clause,

When the response to this solicitation
covers charges for special construction
or special assembly that contain costs or
charges for royalties totaling more than
$250, the following information shall be
included in the response relating to each
separate Hem of royalty or license fee:

[R 7-1710.12)

52.227-7 Patents-Notice of Government
Licensee.

As prescribed at 27.204-3(c), insert the
following provision:

PATENTS-NOTICE OF
GOVERNMENT UCENSEE (APR 1964)

The Government is obligated to pay a
'royalty applicable to the proposed
acquisition because of a license
agreement between the Government and
the patent owner. The patent number is
.......... [Controcting Officer fill in), and
the royalty rate is .......... [Contracting
Officer fiJI in]. If the offeror is the owner
of. or a licensee under. the patent.
indicate below:

( ) Owner ( ) Licensee
If an offeror does not indicate that it is

the owner or a licensee of the patent. its
offer will be evaluated by adding thereto
an amount equal to the royalty.

(End dfprovisionr[R7-'ZOO3.1H974 .
APR)

52.227-8 Reporting 01 Royalties (Foreign).
As prescribed at 27.204-4, insert the

following clause:
REPORTING OF RQYALTIES

[FOREIGN) (APR 1964)
(a) If this contract is in an amount that

exceeds 50,000 United States dollars, the
Contractor shall report in writing to the
Contracting Officer while performing
this contract the amount of royalties
paid or to be paid by the Contractor
directly to others in performing this

contract. The Contractor shall also (I)
furnish in writing any additional
information relating to such royalties as
may be requested by the Contracting
Officer and (2) insert a provision similar
to this clause irr any subcontract at any
tier that involves an amount.inexcess of
the equivalent of 50,000 United States
dollars.

(b) The term "royalties" as used in ­
this clause. refers to any costs or charges
in the nature of royalties. license fees.
patent or license amortization costs. or
the like for the use of or for rights in
patents or patent applications.

(End of clause) (R 7-104.8 1966 OCT)

52_227-9 Relund 01 Royalties.
As prescribed at 27.206-2, inserttbe

followtng cleuee. In-solicitations and
contracts with an incentive fee
arrangement, change "price" to "target
cost and target profit" wherever it
appears. ,

REFUND OF ROYALTIES (APR 1964)
(a) The contract price includes certain

amounts for royalties payable by the
Contractor or subcontractors or both.
which amounts have been reported to
the Contracting Officer.

(b) The term "royalties" as used in
this clause refers to any costs or charges
in the nature of royalties. license fees:
patent or license amortization costs. or
the like, for the use of or for rights in
patents and patent applications in
connection with performing this contract
or any subcontract hereunder.

(c) The Contractor shall furnish to the
Contracting Officer. before final,
payment under this contract. a
statement of royalties paid or required
to be paid in connection with performing
this contract and subcontracts
hereunder together with the reasons.

(d) The Contractor will be
compensated for royalties reported
under paragraph (c) above, only to the
extent that such royalties were included
in the contract price and are determined
by the Contracting Officer to be properly
chargeable to the Government and '
allocable to the contract. To the extent
that any royalties that are included in
the con tractprice 'are notirrfactpaidby
the Contractor or are determined by the
Contracting Officer not to be properly
chargeable to the Government arid ..,.
allocable to the contract. the contract
price shall be reduced. Repayment or...
credit to the Government shall be m~
as the Contracting Officer directs.

[e] If, at any time within 3 year~il'r
final payment under this contract/the
Contractor for any reason is relieved in
whole or in part from the payment of the
royalties included in the final contract
price as adjusted pursuant to paragraph
(d) above. the Contractor shall promptly

~~-;;;.f-

notify the Contracting Officer of tba t
fact and shall reimburse the
Government in a corresponding amount.

(I) The substance of this clause,
including this paragraph (I), shall be
included in any subcontract in which the
amount of royalties reported during ~

negotiation of the subcontract exceeds
$250.
(End of clause] (V 7-104.8(b) 1966 FEB)

52.227-10- filing 01 Patent Appllcatl~ns­
Classified Subject Matter.

As prescribed at 27.207-2. insert the
following clause:
flUNG OF PATENT APPLICATIONS-

CLASSIFIED SUB)ECT MATTER
(APR 1964)
(a) Before filing or causing to be filed

a patent application in the United Slates
disclosing any subject matter of this
contract classified "Secret" Orhigher.
the Contractor shall. citing the 30"day
provision below. transmit the proposed
application to the Contracting Officer.
The Government shall determine
whether. for reasons of national
security, the application shOUld be
placed under an order ofsecrecy, sealed
in accordance with the provision of 35
U.S.C. 181~188. or the issuance of a
patent otherwise delayed under
'pertinent United States statutes or
regulations. The Contractor shall
observe any instructions of the
Contracting Officer regarding the
manner of delivery of the patent
application to the United States Patent
Office, but the Contractor shall not be
denied the right to file the application. If
the Contracting Officer shall not have
given any such instructions within 30
days from the date of mailing or other
transmittal of the proposed application.
the Contractor may file the application.

[b'[Before filing a patent application
in the United States disclosing any
subject matter of this contract classified
....ConfidentiaL.. the Contractor shall

•furnish to the Contracting Officer a copy
of the application for Government
determination whether. for reasons of
national security. the application should
be placed under-an ·order 'of-s-ecrecycor
the issuance of a patent should be
otherwise delayed under pertinent
U~lle~t~e~statutes or regulations.

(c) WIi!!'re the subject matter of this
contract }' classified for reasons of
securityhhe Contractor shall not file. or
cause to be filed. in any country other
than in the Uniteti,States as provided in
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this clause, an
application or registration for a patent
containing any of the subject matter of
this contract without first obtaining
written approval of the Contracting
Officer.
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(d) When ffiing any patent application
coming within the scope of this clause.
the Contractor shall observe all
applicable security regulations covering
the tranSmission of classified subject
matler and shall promptly furnish 10 the

. Contracting Officer the serial number.
ffiing dale. and name of the country of
any such application. When transmilting
the application 10 the' United Slales

- PatenlOffice. the Contraclor shall by
separate letler identify by agency and
number the contract or contracts that
require security classification markings.
to be placed on the application.

(e) The Contractor agrees 10 include.
and require the inclusion of. this clause.
in an subcontracts at any tier that cover
or are likely to cover classified subject
matter.

(End of clause) (R 7-104.6'1969 DEC)

52.227-11 Pslenl Righto-Relenlion by
Ihe Contractor (Short Form~

As prescribed at Z7.303(a), insert the
following clause:
PATENT RlGHT~RETENTlON BY

THECONTRACTOR (SHORT FORM)
(APR 1964)
(a) Definitions.
::w.vention" means any invention or

discovery which is or may be patentable
'or otherwise protectable underTitle 35
'of the United States Code.

"Subject invention" means any
invention of the Contractor conceived or
first actually reduced to practice in the
performance of work under this
contract.

"Practical application" means to
manufacture in the case of a
composition or product. to practice in
the case of a process or method. or to
operate in the case of a machine or
system: arid. 'in each case. under such
conditions as to establish that the
invention is being utilized and that Its
benefits are. to the extent permitted by
law or Government regulations.
available to the public on reasonable
terms.

"Made". when used in relation to any
invention. means the··conception or first
actual reduction to practice of such
invention.

"Small business firm" means .a small
domestic business concern as defined at
Section 2 of Public Law 65-536115 U.S.C.
632) and implementing regulations of the
Adrmruatratnr of the Small Business
Administration. For the purpose of this
clause, the size standards for small
business concerns involved in
Government procurement and
subcontracting at 13 CFR 121.3-8 and 13
CFR 121.3-12. respectively. will be used.

"Nonprofit organization" means' a
domestic university or ot.her institution
of higher education or an organization of

the type described in section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (26
U.S.Co 501(cll and exempt from taxation
under section 501(a) of the Internal
Revenue Code (26 U.s.Co 501[all or any
domestic nonprofll scientific or
educational organization qualified under
a state nonprofit organization statule.

(h) AJlocation ofprincipai.rights. The
Con\<actor may retain the entire rigb~

title. and interest throughout the world
to each subject invention subject 10 the
provisions of this clause and 35 U.S.Co
ZOO. With respect to any subject
invention in which the Contractor
retains title. the Federa! Government
shall have 8 nonexclusive.
nontransferable, irrevocable. paid-up
license to practice or have practiced for
or on behalf of the United States the
subject invention throughout the world.

(c) invention disclosure. election of
title. and filing ofpotent applications by
Contractor.

(1) The Contractor shall disclose each
subject invention to the Contracting
Officer within 2 months after the
inventor discloses it in.writing to
Contractor personnel responsible far
patent matters. The disclosure to the
Contracting Officer shall be in the form
of a written report and shall identify the
contract under which the invention was
made and the inventor(s). It shall be
sufficiently complete in technical detail
to convey a clear understanding. to the
extent known at the time of the
disclosure. of the nature. 'purpose.
operation, and physical. chemical,
biological, or electrical characteristics of
the invention. The disclosure shall also
identify any publication. on sale, or
public use of the invention and whether
a manuscript describing the invention
has been submitted Ior publlcation and.
if so. whether it has been accepted for
publication at the time of disclosure. In
addition. after disclosure to the
Contracting Officer. the Contractor shall
promptly notify the Contracting Officer
of the acceptance of.any manuscript
descrfbingthe invention for publication
or of any on sale or public use planned
by the Contractor.

(Z) The Contractor shan elect in
writing whether or not to retain title to
any such invention by notifying the
Federal agency within 12 months of
disclosure: provided. tha t in any case
where publication. on sale. or public use
has initiated the r-year statutory period
wherein valid patent protection can still
be obtained in the United Stales. the
period of election of title may be
shortened by the agency to a date that is
nomore than60 days prior to the end of
the statutory, period.

(3) The Contractor shan file its initial
patent application on an elected

invention within 2 years after election
or, if earlier. prior to the end of any
statutory period wberein valid patent
protection can be obtained in the United
States after a publication, on sale. or
public use. The Contraclor will file
patent applications in additional
countries within either 10 months of the

. corresponding initial patent application
or 6 months from the date permission, is
granted by the Commissioner of Pa tents
and Trademarks 10 file foreign patent
applications wbere such filing has been
prohiblted by a Secrecy Order. .

(4J Requests-fer extension of the time
for disclosure to the Contracting Officer,
election. and filing may. at the discretion
of the funding Federal agency. be
granted.

(d) Conditions when the Government
may obtain title. The Contractor shall
convey to the Federal agency. upon
written request. title to any subject
invention-

{1} If the Contractor feils to disclose or,
elect the subject invention within the
times specified in paragraph (c) above.
or elects not to retain title (the agency
may only request title within 60 days
after learning of the Contractor's Iailure
to report or elect within the specified
times); -

(2) In those countries in which the
Contractor fails to file patent
applications within the times specified
in paragraph (c) above;provided.
however, that if the Contractor has filed
a patent application in 8 country after
the times specified in paragraph (c)
above. but prior to its receipt of the
written request of the Federal agency,
the Contractor shall continue to retain
title in that country; or.

(3) In any country in which the
Contractor decides not to continue the
prosecution of any application for. tOI
pay the maintenance fees on. or defend
in reexamination or opposition
proceedirig on, a patent on a subject
invention. .

(e) Minimum rights to contractor. 11)
The Contractor shall retain a
nonexclusive. royalty-free license _
throughout the world in each subject
invention to which the Government
obtains title except if the Contractor
fails to disclose the subject invention
within the times specified in paragraph
[c) above. The Contractor's license'
extends-to its domestic subsidiaries and
affiliates. if any. within the corporate
structure of which the Contractor is 1:1.

part and includes the right to grant
sublicenses of the same scope to the
extent the Contractor was legally
obligated to do so at the time the
contract was awarded. The license is
transferable only with the approval I'!
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the funding Federal agency except when suggested by the' Contractor each
transferred to the successor of that part subject invention made under contract
of the Contractor's business to which in order that the Contractor can comply
the invention pertains. with the disclosure provisions of

(2) The Contractor's domestic license paragraph (c) above. and to execute all
may be revoked or modified by the papers necessary to file patent
funding Federal agency to the extent applications on subject inventions and
necessary to achieve expeditious to establish the Govement"s rights in the
practical application of the subject subject inventions; This disclosure
invention pursuant to an application Cor format should require. as a minimum.
an exclusive license submitted in - the infonnation required by
accordance with applicable provtsions subparagraph [c}(l} above. The
in the Federal Property Management Contractor shall instruct such employees
Regulations and agency licensing through employee agreements or other
regulations. (if any]: This license shall suitable educational programs on the
nat be revoked in that field of use or the importance of reporting inventions in
geographical areas 'in which the sufficient time to permit the filing of
Contractor has, achieved practical patent applications prior to U.S. or
application and continues to make the foreign statutory bars.
benefits of the invention reasonably (3)The Contractor. shall notify the
accessible to the public. The license in Federal ageney of any decision not to
any foreign country may be revoked or continue the prosecution of a patent
modified at the discretion of the funding application. pay maintenance fees, or
Federal agency to the extent the - _ defend in a reexamination or opposition
Contractor. its licensees, or its domeatic : proceeding on a patent, in any country.
suhsidiaries or affiliates have failed to not less than 30 days hefore the
achieve practical application in that "expiration of the response period
foreign country. required by the relevant patent office.

(3) Before revocation or modification [4} The Contractor agrees to include.
of the license. the funding Federal within the specification of any United
agency shall furnish the Contractor a States patent application and any patent
written notice of its intention to revoke issuing thereon covering a subject
or modify.the license. and the invention, the following statement: "This
Contractorshall be allowed 30 days (or invention was made with Government
such other time as may be authorized by support under (identify the contract)
the funding Federal agency for good awarded by (identify the Federal
cause shown by the Contractor) after agency), The Government has certain
the notice to shaw cause why the rights in this invention,"
license should not b. revoked or ~g) Subcontracts. (1) The Contractor
modified. The Contractor has the right to shall incude this clause [52.227-11 of the
appeal.in accordance with applicable Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR)}.
agency licensing regulations (if any) and suitably modified to identify the parties,
the Federal Property Management in all subcontracts. regardless of tier. for
Regulations concerning the licensing of "experimental. developmental.or
Government-awned inventions. any research work to be performed by a
decision concerning the revocation or small business firm or nonprofit
modification of its license. organization. The subcontractor shall

[I} Contractor action to protect the retain all rights provided for the
Government's interest. (1) The Contractor in this clause. and the
Contractor agrees to execute or to have Contractor shall not. as part of the
executed and promptly deliver to the consideration for awarding the
Federal agency all instruments. subcontract, obtain rights in the
necessary to (i) establish or confirm the subcontractor's subject inventtons,
rights the Government has throughout [21ln the case of subcontracts. at any
the world in those subject inventions to tier. when the prime award with the
which the Contractor elects to retain Federal agency was a contract [but not a
title, and (ii) convey title to the Federal grant or cooperative agreement), the
agency when requested under paragraph ageney. subcontractor. and the.
[d] above, and to enable the Contractor agree that the mutual
Government to obtain patent protection obligations of the-parties created by this
throughout the world in that subject· clause constitute a contract between the
invention. _ suhcontractor and the Federal agency

[2JThe Contractor agrees to require. with respect to those matters covered by
by written agreement, its employees, . _. this clause.
other than clerical and nontechnical (h) Reporting utilization afsubject
employees. to disclose promptly in - inventions. The Contractor agrees to
writing to personnel identified as submit on request periodic reports no '
responsible for the administration of more frequently than annually on the
patent matters and in 8 format utilization of a subject invention or on

efforts at obtaining such utilizatlon that
are being made by the Contractor or its
licensees or assignees. Such reports
shall include information regarding the
status of development. date of first
commercial sale or use. gross royalties
received by the Contractor. and such
other data and information as the
agency may reasonahly specify. The
Contractor-also agrees to provide
additional reports as may be requested
by the agency in connection with any
march-in proceedings undertaken by the
agency in accordance with paragraph (j)
of this clause. To the extent data or
information supplied under this
paragraph is considered by the
Contractor. its licensee. or-assignee to
he privileged and confidential and is so
marked. the agency agrees that, to the
extent permitted by law. it shall not
disclose such information to persons
outside the Government. 0"

(i) Preference for United States
industry. Notwithstanding any other
provision of this clause-the Contractor
agrees that neither it nor any assignee
will grant to any person the exclusive
right to use or sell any subject invention
in the United States unless such person
agrees that any products embodying the
subject invention will be manufactured
substantially in the United States.
However. in individual cases. the. .
requirement for such an agreement may
be waived by the Federal agency upon a
showing by the Contractor or its
assignee that reasonable but _
unsuccessful efforts have been made to
grant licenses on similar terms to
potenliallicensees that would be likely
to manufacture substantially in the
United States or that under the
circumstances domestic manufacture is
not commercially feasible.

(j) March-in rights. [I) The Contractor
agrees that with respect to any subject
invention in which it has acquired title.
the Federal agency has the right in
accordance with the procedures in FAR
27.304-1(g} to require the Contractor. an
assignee, or exclusive licensee of a
subject invention to grant a
nonexclusive. partially exclusive. or
exclusive license in any field of use to a
responsible applicant or applicants.
upon terms thatare reasonable under
the circumstances. and if the Contractor.
assignee. or exclusive Iieeneee refuses
such a request, the Federalageney has
th_e right to grant soch a license itself if
the Federal agency determines that-

[i} Such action is necessary because
the Contractor or assignee has not
taken. or is not expected to take within
a reasonable time. effective slep. to
achieve practical application of the

. subject invention in such field of USe:'
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(ii) Such action is nepessary to .
alleviate bealth or safety needa which
are not reaoonaby aatiafiad by the .
Contractor. aaaigDee. ... their lioensees:

(iii) Sw:h-llClicm II nee-nary to meet
requiremellto for JIIlblic ..... apecilied by
Federal regaIa~ad.... . .
requiremeatll..e DOt..--ably .
..tisfied by !beeomr-. auignee. or
licellllea; • .

[iv] Such IlCIioD IJ necessary because
the agreement required by panograpb (i)
of thiB da..... hu not been obtained or
waived or beeeuse • licensee of the
exclusive right to use or aen any subject
invention in the United Stat.. is in
breach of such agreement.

(1<) Specialprovisoru: for contructs
with nOfljH'Ofit organizations. H ·the
Contractor is.a nonprofit organization. it
agreea that-

(1) Rights to a subject invention in the
United States may not be assigned
without the approval of the Federal
agency. exceptwhere sucb assignment
is made to an orgenizelinn which bas as
one of its primary functions the
management of inventions and which is
not. itself. engaged in or doas not hold a
substantial interest in other .
organizations engaged in the
manufacture or sale of products or the

_use of processes that might utilize the
invention or be in competition with.
embodiments of theinvention (provided.
that such assignee will be subject to the
same provisions as the Contractor);

(2)The Contractor may not grant
exclusive licenses under United States
patents or patent applications in subject
inventions to persons other-than small
business firms for a period in excess of
the earlier af-

(i) Five years from firs! commercial
sale- or use of the invention; or

(ii) Eight years from the date of the
exclusive license excepting that time
before regulatory agencies necessary to
obtain premarket clearance. unless on 8

'case-by-case basis, the Federal agency
approves a longer exclusive license. If
exclusive field-of-use licenses are
granted, commercial sale or use in one
field of use will not be deemed
commercial sale or use 88 to other fields
of use, and a first commercial sale or
use with respect to a product of the
invention will not be deemed to end the
exclu sive period tn different subsequent
products covered by the invention;

(3) The Contractor shall share
royalties collected on a subject
invention with the inventor. and

(4) The balance of any royalties or
income earned by the Contractor with
respect to subject inventions. after
payment of expenses {including
payments to inventors) incidental to the
administration of subject inventions.

will be utilized for lbe aupport of
scientific research or education.

(I) Communications. Reserved.
- [End of clause) (R 7-302.23(h) 1981 JUL)

Allemale/(APR 1984). Add the
following sentence at lbe end of
paragraph (h) of the basic clause:

The license shall include lbe'righl of
the Government to sublicense foreign
govermmmta ami international
organizations punuant to the following
treaties orintemational agreements:
.........._......_' or punuant 10 BnYfuture
treaties or agreements with foreigD
goverrunents or in1ernational
organizations. - #

I'Contracting Officer complete with
the names of applicable exisling treatiea
or international agreements. The above
language is not intended to apply to
treaties or agreements that are in efJect
on the date of the award but are not
listed.]

(R 7-302.23(b) 1981 JUL)

52.227-12 Patant Ri9hts-Retentlon by
the Contractor (t.ong Form)

As prescribed at 27.303[b). insert the
following clause:
PATENT RlGHT&--RETENTION BY

TIiE CONTRACTOR [LONG FORM)
[APR 1984) -
(a) Definitions.
"Invention" means any invention or

discovery which is or may be patentable
or otherwise protectable under Title 35­
of the United Slates Code.

"Subject invention" means eny .
invention of the Contractor conceived or
first actaully reduced to practice in the
performance of work under this
contract

"Practical application" means to
manufacture in the case of a
composition or product. topractice in
the case of a process or method, or to

" operate in the case of a machine or
system; and, in each case, under such
conditions as to establish that the
invention is being utilized and that.its
benefits are. to the extent permitted by
law or Government regulations.
available to the public on reasonable
terms.

"Made" when used in relation to anv
invention means the conception or first
actual reduction to practice of such
Invention.

"Small business finn" means a
domestic small business concern as
defined at Section 2 of Public Law 85­
538 [15 U.S.C. 632) and implementing
regulations of the Administrator-of the
Small Business Administration. For the
purpose of this clause, the size
standards for small business concerns
involved in Government procurement
and subcontracting at 13 CFR 121.3-8

and.13 CFR 121.s.'1Z, respectively. will
be used.

o'Nonprofit organization" tneana B

domestic university 01' other institution
of higher education or an organization of
the type~bedin section 501(<:)(3) of
the Intemal Revenue Code of 1954 (28
U.S.C. 501{cj) and exempt from taxation
undenection 501(a) of the Internal
Revenue Code (26 U.S.C. 501(a)) 0" any
domestic nonprofit scientific Dr
educational organization qoalified under
a state nonprofit organization statute.

(b) Allocation ofprincipal rights. Tlie
Contraclor may eject 10 retain the entire
right. litle, and inlerest throughout the
world to each subject invention subject
to the provisions of this clause and 35
U.s.c. 203. With respect to any subject
tnvention in which the Contractor elects
to retain title, the Federal Govemment
shall have a nonexclusive,
nontransferable. irrevocable, paid-up
license- to practice or have practiced for
or on behalf of the United States the
suhject invention throughout the world.

[c) Invention disclosure. ejection of
title. and filing afpotent applications by
Contractor. {1) The Contractor shall
disclose each subject invention to the
Contracting Officer within 2 months
after the inventor discloses it in 'writing
to Contractor personnel responsible for
patent matters or within 6 months after
the Contractor becomes aware that 8,

subject invention has been made. .
whichever is earlier. The disclosure to
the Contracting Officer shall he in the
fonn of a written report and shall
Identify the contract under which the
invention was made and the inventnr[a].
It shall be sufficientiy complete in
technical detail to convey a clear
understanding, to the extent known at
the time of the disclosure. of the nature,
purpose. operation, and physical,
chemical, biological, or electrical
characteristics of the invention. The
disclosure shall "also identify any
publication, on sale. or public use (If the
invention and whether a manuscript
describing the invention has been
submitted for publication and, If so,
whether it has been accepted for
publication at the time of disclosure. L"1
addition. after disclosure to the
Contracting Officer, the Contractor shall
promptly notify the Contracting Officer
of the acceptance of any manuscript
describing the invention for publication
or of a{lY on sale or public use planned
by the Contractor.

(2) The Contractor shall elect in
writing whether or not to retain title to
any such invention by notifying the
Federal agency at the time of disclosure
or within 8 months of disclosure, as to
those countries {including the United
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In troduc t ion to

UNIVERSTIY PATENT POLICIES AND PRACTICES

This paper is one unit in a series prepared by the sponsored
program and patent offices at M.I.T. for use in their own professional
development program and in the workshop on intellectual property at the
1984 NCURA annual meeting. The NCURA Committee on Professional Development
is making it available to NCURA members who need a basic understanding of
intellectual property in connection with the negotiation and administration
of sponsored research agreements.

Copies of this and other units in the series may be obtained from
NCURA Headquarters.

Other Guidance

This series is intended to provide university research
administrators with only an introduction to the basic concepts of
intellectual property. Those who require a more complete understanding of
the subject will wish to study other materials cited herein or developed
from time to time by such organizations as the Society of University Patent
Administrators, the Licensing Executives Society, the COGR Committee on
Patents, Copyrights and Rights in Data, and the National Association of
College and University Attorneys.

User Feedback

This material is intended to be self-improving. Users are,
therefore, invited to forward comments, suggestions and new materials for
the next revision to:

Chairman, Committee on Professional Development
National Council of University Research Administrators
One Dupont Circle, N.W., Suite 618
Washington, D.C. 20036

Copyright @ 1984 Massachusetts Institute of Technology" and
National Council of University Research Administrators
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NCURA UNIVERSITY PATENT POLICIES AND PRACTICES

1. INTRODUCTION

A num~er of professional organizations and groups have prepared
materials relating to university patent policies and practices.

One useful source is "Patents at College,s and Universities,"
Chapter 2;6;1 in the Administrative Service/Supplement published by the
National Association of College and University Business Officers. First
issued in March 1978, that chapter is currently being revised by the
Committ.ee on Pa tents, Copyrights and Rights in Dllta of the Council on
Gover~mental Relations (C9GR) and may be available for distribution this
fall. In the meantime, much of the earlier version is still relevant as it
relates to the elements of university policies and to- patent administration
and is quoted in Parts 2, 3, 4 and 6 of this paper, with permis,sion of
NACUBO, the copyright holder.

Similarly, "Survey of Institutional Patent Policies and Patent
Administration," Chapter 2;6;2 of the same NACUBO publication, although
issued also in March 1978, still provides a feeling for the wide variety in
institutional patent policie,s, organization and administration. It is,
therefore, included as Appendix 1 to this paper. We understand that the
survey, conducted by the Society .of University Patent Administrators, is
currently being conducted again by SUPA. When available, hopefully this
fall, it will provide a useful comparison with the 1978 results.

4



NCURA UNIVERSITY PATENT POLICIES AND PRACTICES

2. PATENT POLICY OBJECTIVES

In the paper entitled "Patents and Patent Law" in this NCURA series,
we noted the Constitutional origin of the United States patent system, and
in the paper entitled "Patent Rights under Government Contracts" we noted
that the objectives of 35 U.S.C. Chaper 38 include the greater utilization,
commercialization and public availability of inventions and increased
collaboration between commercial firms and nonprofit organizations.

In pursuing these broad constitutional and legislative goals,
co lleges and universities frequently sta te theirpa tent policy obj ec tives
in terms such as those set forth inNACUBO 2:6:1:

"1. To facilitate the transfer of technology and the utilization of
findings of scientific research in order to providema~imum benefit.to
the public therefrom.

"2. To encourage research, scholarship, and a spirit of inquiry,
thereby generating new knowledge.

"3. To provide machinery by which the significance of discoveries may
be determined so that the commercially meritorious may be brought to
the point of public utilization.

"4. To assist in an equitable disposition of.interests in inventions
among the inventor, the institution, and, when applicable, a sponsor.

"5. To provide.individual incentives to inventors in the form of per­
sonal development, professional recognition,and financial
compensation.

"6. To assist in. the fulfillment of the terms of research grants and
contracts.

"7. To safeguard the intellectual property represented by worthwhile
inventions so that it may receive adequate patent protection.

"8. To facilitate the development of institutional patent agreements
with the federal government."

With the passage of Public taw 96-517 and Chapter 38, which eliminates
the need for institutional patent agreements, and with the growing
interaction of universities and industrial organizations, the following
objectives are more likely to be substituted for 8. above:

To comply with applicable federal law and regulations when the
institution accepts federal funds for research.

To facilitate the development of research agreements with industrial
sponsors.

5
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3. ELEMENTS OF AN INSTITUTIONAL PATENT ?OLICY

Itt order to deal with discoveries that may have patentable
significance, an institution should have a documented patent policy
approved by its governing board, which defines the rights and obligations
of the institution, the inventor, and, when applicable, research sponsors.
Such a pOlicy should contain the elements described below in the language
of NACUBO 2:6:1.

ELEMENTS OF AN INSTITUTIONAL PATENT POLICY (NACUBO)

An institution seeking to establish or clarify its position regarding
rights to and disposition of patentable inventons should develop a
statement of patent policy. The statement should be broad enough to
encompass all foreseeable patent situations, yet specific enough to allow
administraton of the policy without frequent recourse to policy
deliberations by an advisory committee.

The statement should briefly define the administrative structure for
processing a patentable discovery and it should be directly and succinctly
presented for clear understanding by lay persons in the field. The basic
purpose of a patent policy is to define the rights and obligations of both
the inventor and the institution as regards patent matters. TO the extent
that policies on consuLting deal with patents, it is advisable to take them
into account when formulating a patent policy.

Some institutional patent policies are incorporated into patent
manuals that provide the reader with a brief orientation on patent matters.
These publications can be helpful to neophyte inventors, but they should be
prepared such that the institutional policy is clearly distinguishable from
general instructional mate,ials.

The following topics typically are found in institutional patent
policies:

1. Preamble.
2. Applicability of the policy.
3. Establishment of the inventor commitment.
4. Rights of the parties.
5. Income-sharing arrangements.
6. Administrative arrangements.

Preamble

Although optional, this section is recommended. It should relate the
basic purposes of the institution, its obligations to the public, and the
scholarly aims of ·its faculty to the institution's interest in patents and
ways in which patents serve these ends. The preamble should be kept short
and to the point and establish a sound foundation for what is to follow.

6
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Applicability of the Policy

UNIVERSITY PATENT POLICIES AND PRACTICES

This section defines research situations, sources of funds, all cate­
gories of persons who may invent (that is, faculty, staff, and studellt),
activities in which such persons are engaged, and any combinations of these
elements that would bring an inventor into the scope of, or exempt him or
her from, provisions of the policy. Educational institutions do not
usually lay claim to all inventive concepts generated by their employees or
students. Rather, they limit themselves to those that arise as a result of
employment relationships, or use by the researcher of institution
resources, facilities or information.

Establishment of the Inventor Commitment

Once an institution determines the criteria for applying the policy to
individuals, its personnel may be required to dispose of inventions as
determined by the institution in one of several ways (listed in generally
decreasing order of enforceability):

1. By a formal inventor agreement - a legally enforceable contractual
commitment by a person to dispose of inventions as determined by the
institution. The agreement becomes a standard form for the
institution and should be drafted by an attorney to ensure its
enforceability. It is best executed by the individual when he or she
assumes employment. [Note: The patent clause at FAR 52.227-11,
paragraph (f), "Contractor Action. to Protect the Government Interest,"
requires a written agreement with employees. See Appendix 2 to Unit 2
in this NCURA series, "Patent Rights under Government Contracts," at
Appendix 2, Federal Register page 12990.]

2. By a state statute which stipulates that inventions made in state
institutions or by state employees be disposed of in a predetermined
manner.

3. By a person giving his or her written assent to the stated patent
policies of the institution, which policies pronounce an obligation by
the individual with respect to inventions.

4. By a stated patent policy containing a patent commitment which is
established by the governing board and brought to the attention of
individuals, but to which such persons are not required to give their
personal formal assent.

5. By the presence of a policy allowing the individual to dispose of
inventions as determined by the institution or to retain title, at his
or her option.

To allow an institution conducting sponsored research to fulfill its
contractual obligations, it is essential to have for every person engaged
in such research a valid, binding commitment to assign inventions.

7
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Rights of the Parties

UNIVERSITY PATENT POLICIES AND PRACTICES

The policy should specify the rights that the institution, the
inventor, and sometimes outside sponsors have in the invention. The
institution usually receives a valid, binding assignment of title to. the
patent application together with a commitment by the inventor to cooperate
in executing legal documents, reviewing patent prosecution papers, and in
some cases, assisting in the development or marketing of the patent.

The inventor is entitled to receive from the institution a clear
statement of his or her rights and share of income, and the institution's
plans for bringing the invention into public use, including a contingency
for reassignment to the inventor.

Sponsor's interests in these situations are usually represented by the
institution based on the terms of the research agreement. Sponsor equities
in patents mu.st be scrupulously observed by the institution to permit it to
perform and maintain its contractual obligations.

Income-Sharing Arrangement

Educational institutions that accept assignment of patents from
inventors customarily share royalty income with them. The inventor's share
generally ranges from 15% to 50% of net income, although there are a few
policies that authorize income outside these limits. Some institutions use
sliding scales of income-sharing between these limits with a greater
percentage going to the inventor from the early receipts and the rate of
sharing declining as the amount of royalties increases.

Most royalty-sharing arragements are predetermined, that ia, the
inventor cannot negotiate a higher rate of sharing than stipulated in the
institutional policy. Predetermined sharing rates have the advantage that
it is unnecessary to pass judgment on the relative worth of each invention.
They.are easier to administer and usually reward the inventor equitably
because a valuable invention's true merit is reflectd in the greater total
royalty revenues it generates, a portion of which inures to the benefit of
the inventor. Where several individuals collaborate on a patentable
invention the inventor's income share is divided among them in portions
agreeable among themselves (including co-developer's who may not legally be
inventors).

Administrative Arrangements Defined by Policy.

Patent policies usually specify that patent activities be placed under
the administrative cognizance of an institutional patent committee
appointed by the governing board, the president, or the faculty senate with
a majority of the individuals on the committee representing scientific or
technical disciplines. It is not uncommon for a dean, a vice president, or
even the president to serve as chairman. This committee often has the
responsibility for recommending or establilshing patent policy,
adjudicating disputes, determining which inventions shall be the subject of
patent applications, and overseeing the administration of patent matters
within the institution.

8
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4. ADMINISTRATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF INVENTIONS

In addition to a patent policy, an institution needs an administrative
focal point to deal with inventions and guide them· through the various
steps involved in obtaining patent protection and developing their
commercial potential. This is discussed below in the language of NACUBO
2:6:1.

ADMINISTRATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF INVENTIONS (NACUBO)

The provisions of the institutional patent policy usually determine
the make-up of the administrative organization for patents. Typically
found at the top of the structure is the patent committee described above
(under "Administrative Arrangements Defined by Policy" in the preceding
section). The size of the administrative organization below this committee
will vary, depending in part on the amount of research resulting in patents
at the institution and on whether or not the institution assumes its own
patent development and marketing responsibilities or delegates them to
another organization.

Serving the committee as its operating arm on a part- or full-time
basis is the institution's "focal point" on patents, an administrator
usually drawn from the office of research administration, the legal
department, or the business office. This administrator need not be a
patent or general attorney but must have a thorough understanding of
institutional patent policyand enough background in patent procedures and
patent law to handle procedural and policy problems arising in the
management of patents.

In a large operation, the patent administrator and any assistants may
be a part of the institution's administrative group and often will work
full time on patent-related matters. In a modest institutional patent
operation, this individual may come from one of the basic science
departments and spend only a few hours per month on duties related to
patents. Regardless of the size of the patent operations, there should be
at least one person who understands the essential requirements for handling
patentable information (which is also perishable). This should insure that
valuable property rights are not lost to the institution by premature
disclosure, publication, or public use prior to filing a patent
application or to releasing the invention to an affiliated patent
development group.

Development and Marketing

The development and marketing of inventions typically occurs in one of
three ways: in-house, by an institution-affiliated foundation, or by a
pate~tmartagement organization.

9
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In-house. In this case, the institution controls and performs the
invention evaluation that precedes the decision to patent, the filing of
patent applications, ·the demonstration of the invention's feasibility, and
the licensing (not necessarily in this order). This option is initially
more costly, because it requires an early outlay for patent application
costs and the overhead costs of patent administrative services. However,
if sizable royalties are earned, this approach may be the most advantageous
overall.

Institution-affiliated foundation. This option can have the advan­
tages of better availability of funds to carryon the development of in­
ventions (a speculative activity) and greater freedom to employ commercial
methods to develop and promote the uses of the inventions. Assuming equal
capabilities to develop inventions, the presence of a foundation may result
in less income for the institution because of the foundation's expectation
of sharing income. Both the in-house management and the institution­
affiliated foundation management of patents allow the inventor to work
closely with the unit that is promoting the invention. The inventor's
ready assistance and background often are crucial to getting the invention
covered by a patent and "off the ground" as a commercial success.

A patent management organization. Patent development and marketing by
one of these organizations has some distinct advantages: it permits an in­
stitution to be active in patents with a minimum financial outlay and it
allows considerable legal, .marketing, and pa tent management expertise to be
tapped at no immediate cost to the institution. The chief disadvantage in
this arrangement is, of course, that a substantial portion of any royalties
earned is shared with the patent management group as compensation for ser­
vices. Also, because of the large number of inventions handled by organi­
zations of this type and the geographical limitations involved, it is
possible that this arrangement will diminish the valuable personal input of
the inventor in development and marketing efforts.

These three routes of invention development need not be mutually ex­
clusive for an entire patent program. Many institutions utilize more than
one, depending on the type of invention reported and the location of the
various capabilities needed to develop it.

It is advisable for an institution involved with patents to have
available the services of a patent attorney to answer questions, interpret
the law, prepare, file and prosecute patent applications ~s the need
arises, and serve as a representative during patent-related negotiations.
Because of the diversity of complex patent subject matter generated in
colleges and universities, it is desirable that the attorney be affiliated
with a firm that includes individuals with a wide variety of technical
backgrounds. The American Patent Law Association can be of assistance in
making a selection.

10
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5. INVENTIONS UNDER SPONSORED RESEARCH PR.OGRAMS

Issues relating to patents and publications are frequently the 'most
difficult to resolve in negotiations with private research sponsors,
particularly industrial organizations. For that reason, it is important
that institutional policy is clear on the various options that are likely
to arise, or that there is a mechanism for resolving the issues without
undue delay. Because the issues are so varied, the question of
institutional policy under research agreements with industrial and
other private sponsors is beyond the scope of this paper and is dealt with
in Unit 4 of this series, "Patent Clauses in IndusttialResearch
Agreements. II

Research agreements funded in whole or in part with Federal funds are
subject to the provisions of Public Law 96-517, as implemented by OMB
Circular A-124, and the Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR) in Subpart
27.3 and the standard clause at FAR 52.227-11. The obligations of a
university contractor under these regulations is discussed in detail in
Unit 2 of this series, "Patent Rights under Government Contracts."
However, since university patent policies and procedures must conform to
certain requirements set forth in these regulations, it is appropriate to
summarize them here since it is important to be familiar with these in
establishing institutional patent policies and administrative practices.

Obligations under Federal Sponsorship

'The obligations of university contractors set forth in the standard
clause at FAR 52.227-11 (which is reproduced in Appendix 2 of Unit 2 of
this series) include the following.

FAR 52.227-11

(c) Invention disclosure, election of title, and filing of patent
applications by the contractor

(1) Disclose subject inventions and any publications, sale or use
that may create a patent bar

(2) Elect whether or not to retain title
(3) File patent application on a timely basis

(d) Conditions when the Government may obtain title.

Convey title to the agency when required and requested

(f) Contractor's action to protect the Government's interest

(1) Execute instruments to confirm government rights and convey
title per (d) above

11
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(2) Identify personnel responsible for the administration of patent
matters, require employees by written agreement to promptly
disclose inventions, and instruct employees on the importance
of disclosing inventions

(3) Notify agency of decision not to prosecute, maintain or defend
a patent application

(4) Include· statement acknowledging Government support in patent
applications and patents issuing

(g) Subcontracts.

Illl:lude the appropriate .patent rights clause in subcontracts.

(i) 'Preference for United States industry

Do not, without agency approval, grantexcl.usive licenses unless the
licensee agre·esthat products embodying the invention will be
manufactured substantially in the United States.

(k) Special provisions for contracts with nonprofit organizations

(l)
(2)

(3)
(4)

Limits right to assign
Limits the .term of exclusive licenses to other than small
business firms
Requires sharing orroya lties with Lnven.tor e
RequUres tlj'atthe balance of royalties after after certain
expenses be .utilized for the auppor t of scientific research
education

12
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6. INVENTION DISCLOSURES

Of critical importance to the administration ofa patent program, and
to adhering to obligations to research sponsors, is the prompt and proper
disclosure of inventions. The importance of the disclosure is set forth in
the following sec tion in the language of NACUBO 2.6: 1.

Invention Disclosures (NACUBO)

An invention disclosure in this context is a complete description of
an invention written by the inventor to report an invention to the insti­
tution or a sponsor. Along with the original laboratory notebooks and
records it is one of the most important documents in an institutional
patent program. The invention disclosure is based on the information
contained in laboratory notebooks. (See Appendix B, "Guidelines for
Keeping Laboratory Records.")

It.is customary for the office responsible for patents. to provide a
disclosure form or set of guidelines for preparing disclosures. Whichever
is used, completeness is more important than format. The invention dis­
closure should be couched in good technical. language rather than in legal­
istic style. If the invention becomes the basis for a patent "plication, a
patent attorney can put it in language that is acceptable to the Patent
Office.

The invention disclosure is valuable in several ways. Writing the
disclosure helps the inventor to mentally clarify the inventive concept
and, if the concept has not yet been reduced to practice, to better
organize his or her thoughts concerning it. A good disclosure is essential
for ~he technical evaluation of the invention, for an accurate assessment
of its commercial feasibility, and for a <letermination of its patentabil­
ity. In the latter case, the disclosure is often used as the descriptive
information supplied to the Patent Office for making the novelty search.
Its clarity and completeness strongly affect the quality of the patent
search.

The invention disclosure may later be used as the basis for the
preparation of the patent application. Werl-prepared disclosures readily
transmit the patentable idea to the patent attorney and assist in preparing
an application that precisely describes the invention. The less attorney
time required for this, the lower the cost to the institution. Finally,
when witnessed laboratory records bearing earlier dates are not available,
the invention disclosure can serve as proof of the date of conception, or
at least of the earliest recording of the invention. It thus may be an
important document in any controversy over which of two parties first made
the invention.

13
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Disclosures of ,inventions are required under the terms of federal
research agreements and must be sufficiently complete and of a quality that
will allow the supporting agency to evaluate and prepare a patent applica­
tion in the event that the contract terms entitle it to do so. A complete
and accurate invention disclosure is extremely important to patent manage­
ment organizations because they are usually not located in close proximity
to the inventor. These organizations must, therefore, rely heavily on the
inventor's written description to assess the worth of the invention and to
determine any interest in accepting it and in carrying it forward to
patenting and commercial development. (A typical set of instructions for
preparing invention disclosures appears as Appendix D.)
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ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE I Supplement

Survey of Institutional Patent Policies
and Patent Administration

T HE FOLLOWING DOCUMENT is based on a survey taken by the Society of Univer­
sity Patent Administrators in 1977. Subjects of the survey were the patent poli­

cies of universities with employees who are members of the Society. As far as can be
determined, this is the first such survey since the publication in 1962 by the
National Academy of Sciences-National Research Council of University Research
and Patent Policies. Practices and Procedures. The latter document is primarily a
compilation of patent policies exactly as furnished by the institutions surveyed.

The 1977 survey was undertaken because of a growing interest in patents and
the perception of a need for an up-to-date survey of patent policies which would be
composed of carefully prepared questions and would provide analysis of the replies.
The questionnaire used in this survey is based on one that was tested at six institu­
tions and further refined before distribution. (A copy of the questionnaire is in­
cluded ~s Appendix A; responding institutions are listed in Appendix B.) .

Forty-eight major research institutions provided information for this document.
The answers to the survey questions have been tabulated and the implications of
these results are discussed, It will be noted that there is a wide variety of answers to
certain questions, which is a result of the differences in institutional organization
and practices. In some cases there are multiple answers to one question by the same
institution. In questions involving titles, where many variations are possible, the
answers have been grouped by titles that are considered to be equivalent. Where
only one institution has responded in a particular way to a particular question, such
answers generally have been grouped as "other."

Although a number of institutions that were surveyed did not reply (a few with
large patent portfolios), the information provided and analyzed should be largely
representative of the general community of research universities.

2:4:2·

I. Name of institution (see Appendix B).

2. Who authorized the institution's patent poliey?

(a) Trustees, regents, or equivalent 37
(b) President, chancellor, or equivalent 5
(c) Faculty 2
(d) Other (such as state law or

state agency) 4

48

Cop)rj~hl C 1!Il78 NACUBO

Where an institution checked more than one an­
swer, this has been interpreted to mean that more
than one body acted 00 the policy. In such cases,
only the highest-ranked body was counted.

3. What office administers the patent policy?

Research administration office 18
Vice president or dean of research 10
Research foundation 8

M,\RUt 1'J7t1



4. To whom is the office in (3) above respon­
sible?

2:4:2

Vice president for administration
-Patent committee
Patent office
Other

Vice president, vice chancellor, .
provost, or similar officer

President
Trustees
Director of foundation
Dean
Other

5. Is there a patent committee?

Yes
No

3
3
3
3

48

24
12
3
3
3
3

48

34
14

48

Supplement

8. Does the patent policy cover:

(a) Faculty 47
(b) Professional staff 47
(c) Nonprofessional staff 43
(d) Graduate students employed by

institution 46
(e) Graduate students not employed by

institution 25
(f) Undergraduates employed by

institution 42
(g) Undergraduates not employed by

institution 21

Of the institutions responding, one had not yet
adopted a patent policy, which accounts for the
maximum number of 47 rather than 48. The sig­
nificant decrease in coverage for both graduate
and undergraduate students not employed by the
institution probably relates to the fact that em­
ployment (and thus the payment of salary) is
used in many cases as the basis for a university
claim to equity in inventions, rather than the pro­
visions of funds or facilities (see 15 below).

6. What is the composition of the patent com­
mittee?

Faculty and administration 23
Faculty only 7
Faculty, administration, and students 4

34

Note that four institutions have patent commit­
tees that include students (presumably graduate
students).

7. What are the functions of the patent com­
mittee?

Formulate patent policy 22
Determine royalty distributions 16
Make decisions on patenting inventions 26
Negotiate license arrangements 2
Other 5

71

This question received multiple answers and all
(unctions may not have been described. For ex­
ample, some patellt committees may be involved
in arbitration (see 16 below) but this item was
mentioned only once.

2

9. By which of the following does the institution
control the disposition of patent rights (with
the understanding that a sponsor may sub­
sequently take control)?

(a) Taking title to inventions 36
(b) Directing or approving disposition

by inventors 11
(c) The voluntary referral of an

invention to the institution if
there is no sponsor requirement 11

58

Eight institutions checked both (a) and (b), which
may mean that the policy is covered by (b), but
that in some C:lSCS the inventor is required or
elects to give title to the institution as provided for
under (a). However, two of these eight institu­
tions also checked (c), possibly an attempt to
cover both inventions in which the institution has
an equity and those in which it does not (see 15
below). The remaining nine institutions in cate­
gory (c) constitute a large number in which the
institution exercises no control at all (unless there
is a sponsor requirement).



SURVEY OF INSTITUTIONAL PATENT POL1CIES 2:4:2·

A policy as in (b) of directing or approving dis­
position by inventors provides much greater flex­
ibility than that listed in (a). Under (b), title can
be directed to the institution, to a patent manage­
ment firm, or to the government or another spon­
sor without the necessity of title first going to the
institution.

11. Does the institution use, or have its admin­
istrators considered using a single agreement
to cover both patents and copyrights?

Yes 13
No 35

48

12. Are one or more patent management firms
used? If so, give names.

Research Corporation was predominant, followed
at a distance by Battelle, University Patents, Inc.,
and others.'

13. If a decision is made in the institution (not
by a patent management firm) to make a
patent application, who makes the decision?

Patent committee 11
Research administration office 9
Associate provost, vice president,

or dean for research . 9
Research foundation 4
President 3
Vice president for business or finance 2
Patent office 2
Other (such as state, governing

board, inventor) 5
No answer 3

48

Does the institution's patent policy require
reporting by those covered by the policy (see
8 above) of:

(a) All inventions, even if there is no
institutional or sponsor equity 19

(b) All inventions on which patents are
applied for, even though there is no
institutional or sponsor equity 5

(c) All inventions where there is some
institutional or sponsor equity 19

(d) Only those inventions that must
be reported to a sponsor 5

48

40
8

48

Yes
No

14.

(a) For all possible inventors 16
(b) For all possible inventors who

participate in sponsored research 8
(c) For all possible inventors who

are employed 14
(d) For all possible inventors who

are employed only in sponsored
research 6

(e) No agreements with anyone 4
-
48

10. Does the institution enter into agreements
with possible inventors (see 8 above) to es­
tablish patent rights? Complete only one re­
sponse:

The twenty-four institutions responding affirma­
tively to (a) or (b) are well covered insofar as
the requirements of sponsored research, particu­
larly government-sponsored research, are con­
cerned. Institutions covered by (c) and (d) are
not fully meeting the obligations of sponsored re­
search, since these obligations extend to all per­
sons who participate in or perform part of the
work, not only those who are employed by and
paid from a grant or contract. The four institu­
tions responding affirmatively to (e) are not in
compliance unless the terms of the applicable
patent policy can be held to be as legally binding
as an individual agreement.

For inventions that result from research which is
not sponsored, the thirty institutions designating
(a) or (c) are all fairly well covered, except that
(c) would not apply, for example, to a graduate
student who makes an invention but is not em­
ployed by the institution. Among the other seven­
teen respondents there is a gap that is partly ex­
plained by the eleven who responded to 9(c)
above (in which referral of an invention to the
university is entirely voluntary unless there are
sponsored research rcquiremcnts).
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2:4:2 Supplement

Institutions that are diligent in pursuing technol­
ogy transfers and public use of their inventions
probably fall into group (a).

The absence of arbitration provisions in twenty­
one institutions is somewhat surprising.

1 See Blackwell. T. E. College Law. (Washington,
D.C.: American Council on Education, J961.) pp. 175­
180. "The Administrutlon of Faculty Patents."

'Ibid. p. t79.

16. Is arbitration or some other form of decision­
making provided for in tbe event of a dis­
agreement as to the institution's equity or
rights in an invention?

The provision of funds and facilities for research
does not have the handicap of (a) above and can
be used for both employed and non-employed in­
ventors (such as students). Further, the institu­
tion would have no equity (unless the inventor
would choose to handle it through the institution)
in an invention whose conception or reductionto
practice does not involve institutional funds or
facilities.

Twenty-two institutions checked more than one of
the answers. Twenty-one of these responded to
both (a) and (b). There is a question as to
whether the citation of salary or stipend as a con­
sideration for patent rights is reasonable or even
legally enforceable.' Faculty are, not employed to
develop patentable inventions, their salaries and
promotions are not based on the value of inven­
tions they may make, and where they have tenure,
according to Blackwell, "the agreement by the
college to continue to employ them would not, so
far as they are concerned, constitute considera­
tion."?

40
8

48

22
26

48

Yes
No

Yes
No

18. Does the institution ever handle for inventors
those inventions in which it has no equity?

17. Does the institution ever relinquish to the
inventor its rights to an invention?

If so, under what circumstances?

Miscellaneous answers included cases in which
sponsor and institution chose not to patent.

If "yes." what are the conditions?

Miscellaneous answers included paying more than
normal royalties to the inventor.

19. If the institution retains patent rights for in­
ventions, what share of royalties is paid to
the inventor(s)? Net or gross?

Maximum possible 1
NetSO% scaled down to 25% as total

royalty increases 2
Gross 50% plus first $3,000, then

25% to $13,000, thenl5% 2
Net 60% 0-$25,000; 50% $25,000­

$50,000; 40% $50,000-$75,000;
30% above $75,000 1

Net 50% plus first $1,000 of
institution's net 1

Gross 15% plus 50% of additional net I
Net 50% 6
Net 50% or gross 25% I
Net 50% maximum, 20% minimum by

arbitration. 1
Net 50% after first $5,000 net 1
Net 50% until expenses, then 20%

of gross 1
Net 42.5% 1
Net 40% 1

27
21

48

What is the basis of the institution's claim
for institutional equity in an invention? That
is, what is the legal consideration for the
institution to obtain rights?

(a) Payment of salary or stipend 29
(b) Provision of funds orfacilities 34
(c) Other (such as patent services

furnished to inventor or state
legal requirements) 7

70

Yes
No

15.

4
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23
11

8
5
4

Note that more than half of the responding insti­
tutions have no IPAs.

22. Does the institution have any institutional
patent agreements (IPAs) with federal agen­
cies' If so, list the agencies.

24. Under the arrangements described in (23)
above, is there any provision for royalties or
other reimbursement to the institution, such as
increased indirect costs?

3
2

56

10
11
3

24

21
17

Annual invention statement
Other

Both HEW and NSF
HEW only
NSF only

Royalties
Increased indirect costs

23. In negotiatmg sponsored research agree­
ments with industry, does the institution ac­
cept requirements for sponsor to obtain:

(a) Title to all inventions 27
(b) Exclusive license 26
(c) Exclusive license for limited period 26
(d) Exclusive license for limited period

with march-in rights for lack of
diligence 28

(e) Nonexclusive license 31
(f) Other 7

145

Eight institutions used more than one method of
obtaining invention disclosures. It is likely that
a greater number used more than one method
but did not indicate this.

Many institutions indicated more than one an­
swer; three questions were the average number of
these. The number of (a) and (b) answers could
cause concern ahout the diligence of institutional
endeavors for protection of the public interest.
Where title to inventions is given to a sponsor as
in (a), the inventor's normal share of royalties
under a patent policy presumably disappears.

20. What disposition is made of the institution's
share of royalties?

Research 26
General institutional funds 10
Research and patent costs' 6
Education and research 3
Patent costs 2
Other 1

48

Net 40% 0-$50,000; 30% $50,000-
$100,000; 15% above $100,000 2

Gross 15% until costs recovered,
then 40% net . 1

Net 33% 1
Gross 28% 1
Net 25% 5
Gross 20% 1
Gross 15% 9
Net 15% 4
Case by case 3
No answer 1

48

Although the difference between gross and net
royalties varies widely from patent to patent, the
answers to this question are listed such that the
amounts to inventors decrease in order of total
royalties from top to bottom. The median an­
swer is 33% of net royalty income for the inven­
tor. Royalty shares. to inventors appear to have
increased significantly since the 1962 survey re­
ferred to at the beginning of this document. The
method of giving the inventor a large initial share
and decreasing on a sliding scale (indicated in
five of the answers) has the merit of providing a
climate of greater cooperation among researchers
by reducing the potential rewards to the one re­
searcher who is named the legal inventor,

21. What steps, if any, are taken to insure that
all inventions are properly disclosed?

None (although the patent policy may
so require)

Regulations
Periodic reminders
Periodic meetings
Special educational program

5
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None 10

48

Supplement

27. How many of the patents listed in (26)
above were issued? 937

As in' 23(a) above, where the compensation to
the institution for patent rights consists of in­
creased indirect costs or is nonexistent, the inven­
tor's share of royalties presumably disappears.

25. For inventions owned or controlled by the
institution and not assigned to a patent man­
agement organization, which of the cate­
gories of (23) above best describe the insti­
tution's policies for assignment or licensing?

(a) Title to all inventions 3
(b) Exclusive license 11
(c) Exclusive license for limited period 8
(d) Exclusive license for limited period

with march-in rights for lack of
diligence 19

(e) Nonexclusive license 13
(f) Other 5

59

28. How many of the patents that were
issued (see 27 above) were
licensed? 469

These answers indicate a high ratio--fifty per­
cent-of patents licensed to patents issued.

ApPENDIX A: UNIVERSITY PATENT POLICIES AND

PATENT ADMINISTRATION QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Name of Institution

2. Who authorizedyour patent policy?
~. Trustees or regents
b. Faculty
c. President or chancellor
d. Other (please specify)

3. What office administers the patent policy?

26. How many patents were applied for on the
institution's inventions during the last ten
years by:

Only eleven institutions indicated more than one
answer. Note that niany more of the responding
institutions indicated willingness to give greater
rights to a research sponsor (see 23 above) than
to a licensee or assignee.

Although the number for anyone institution
varies from I to 150 for the total of categories
(a) through (e) combined, the average is 37 per
institution, or about 4 per year per institution.
While this may not appear to be a large number,
over a ten-year period the total of 1787 for all
institutions is significant.

(a) Inventor
(b) Institution
(c) Patent management

organization
(d) Industrial sponsor
(e) Government sponsor

165 (known)
889

554
119
60 (known)

1787

4. To whom is that office responsible?

5. Is there a patent committee?

6. What is its composition?

7. What are the functions of the patent
committee?

8. Docs the patent policy cover:
a. Faculty
b. Professional staff
e. Nonprofessional staff
d. Graduate students employed by

university
e. Graduate students not employed by

university
f. Undergraduates employed by university

g. Undergraduates not employed by
university

9. Docs your institution control the disposition
of patent rights by either (it is u~derstood
that a sponsor may subsequently take con­
trol) :

6
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Taking title to inventions
Or directing or approving disposition by

inventors

Or is the referral of an invention to the
university voluntary if there is no spon­
sor requirement

10. Do you enter into agreements with possible
inventors (see 8 above) to establish patent
rights (complete only one response)

a. For all possible inventors from 8 above
(specify a, b, c, d ... etc)

b. For all possible inventors from 8 who
participate in sponsored research (specify
a, b, c ... etc)

c. For all possible inventors from 8 who are
employed (specify a,b, c ... etc)

d. For all possible inventors from 8 who are
employed just in sponsored research
(specify a, b, c ... etc)

1I. Do you or have you considered using a sin­
gle agreement to cover both patents and
copyrights? .

12. Is one or more patent management firm
utilized and if so give names?

13. If the institution (not a patent management
firm) decided to make a patent application,
what office makes this decision?

14. Does your patent policy require reporting
by those covered by the policy (see 8) of:
a. All inventions made even though there is

no institutional or sponsor equity, or

b. All inventions made on which patents are
applied for, even though there is no insti­
tutional or sponsor equity, or

c. All inventions made where there is some
institutional or sponsor equity, or

d. Only those inventions made which must
be reported to a sponsor

15. What is the basis of the institution's claim
for institutional equity in an invention, i.e.

2:4:2

what is the legal consideration for the uni­
versity to obtain rights?
a. Payment of salary or stipend
b. Provision of funds or facilities
c. Other

16. Is arbitration or Some other form of decision­
making provided for in the event of a dis­
agreement as to the institution's equity or
rights in an invention?

17. Does the institution ever relinquish its rights
to an invention back to the inventor? If yes,
under what circumstances?

18. Does the institution handle inventions for
inventors in which it has no equity? If yes,
what are the conditions?

19. If the institution retains patent rights for in­
ventions, what share of royalties is paid to
inventor(s)? Net or gross?

20. What disposition is made of institution's
share of royalties?

21. What steps if any are taken to assure that
all inventions are properly disclosed?

22. Does your institution have any institutional
patent agreements (lPAs) with federal agen­
cies? If so, list agencies

23. In ncgotiating sponsored research agreements
with industry, do you accept requirements
for sponsor to obtain:
a. Title to all inventions
b. Exclusive license

c. Exclusive license for limited period
d. Exclusive license for limited period with

march-in rights for lack of diligence
c. Nonexclusive license
f. Other

24. Under the arrangements described in 23
above, is there any provision for royalties or
other reimbursement to the university, such
as increased indirect costs?

7
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25. For inventions owned or controlled by the
institution and not assigned to a patent man­
agement organization, which of the cate­
gories of 23 above best describe the institu­
tion's policies for assignment or licensing?

26. How many patents were applied for on your
institution's inventions during, the last ten
years by:
Inventor

Institution

Patent Management Organization
Industrial Sponsor

Government Sponsor

27. How many of the above patents issued?

28. How many of the patents in 27 were licensed?

ApPENDIX B: INSTITUTIONS RESPONDING TO

PATENT SURVEY

University of Akron
Ball State University
Boston College .
Brown University
University of California System
California Institute of Technology
University of Cincinnati
Colorado State University Research Foundation
Concordia University
University of Connecticut
Cornell University
University of Dayton
University of Delaware
University of Denver
University of Georgia
University of Guelph
University of Houston

8

Supplement

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
University of Iowa
University of Kansas
Kansas State University
Kent State University
University of Kentucky
Universite Laval
University of Maryland
University of Michigan
University of Minnesota
University of Mississippi
University of Nebraska
University of New Mexico
Research Foundation of State University of

New York
University of Oklahoma
University of Oregon
Princeton University
Purdue University
Rockefeller University
Rutgers University
Salk Institute
Simon Fraser University
University of Southern California
Southern Illinois University
Texas A&M Research Foundation
University of Toledo
University of Virginia
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
Washington State University
University of Wisconsin
Yale University

Administrative Service supplements document prin­
ciples, policies, practices and procedures in the field of
college and university management. They provide addi­
tiona! information about subject fie1ds or offer specific
guidance in regard to generally accepted principles and
policies. Supplements arc the result of a comprehensive
review process modeled after that used for the basic
chapters of the Service.
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NCURA PATENT CLAUSES IN INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH AGREEMENTS

Introduction to

PATENT CLAUSES IN INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH AGREEMENTS

This paper is one unit in a series prepared by the sponsored
program and patent offices at M.I.T. for use in their own professional
development program and in the workshop on intellectual property at the
1984 NCURA annual meeting. The NCURA Committee on Professional Development
is making it available to NCURA members who need a basic understanding of
intellectual property in connection with the negotiation and administration
of sponsored research agreements.

Copies of this and other units in the series may be obtained from
NCURA Headquarters.

Other Guidance

This series is intended to provide university research
administrators with only an introduction to the basic concepts of
intellectual property. Those who require a more complete understanding of
the subject will wish to study other materials cited herein or developed
from time to time by such organizations as the Society of University Patent
Administrators, the Licensing Executives Society, the COGR Committee on
Patents, Copyrights and Rights in Data, and the National Association of
College and University Attorneys.

User Feedback

This material is intended to be self-improving. Users are,
therefore, invited to forward comments, suggestions and new materials for
the next revision to:

Chairman, Committee on Professional Development
National Council of University Research Administrators
One Dupont Circle, N.W., Suite 618
Washington, D.C. 20036

Copyright @ 1984 Massachusetts Institute of Technology and
National Council of University Research Administrators
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NcnRA PATENT CI,AUSES IN INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH AGREEMENTS

I. INTRODUCTION

Of all the clauses contained in research agreements with industrial
sponsors, those relating to patent rights are likely to require the mOst
time consuming negotiations. In addition, where patents are an important
consideration, clauses relating to the dissemination of research results
may also be essential, since publication has a direct impaCt on patent
rights.

Most university patent policies provide that the ownership of
inventions made in the performance of a research agreement will normally
vest in the university. The rationale for this and some typical
implementing clauses are set forth in Part 4 of this paper.

The rationale and clauses applicable to situations in which an indus­
trial sponsor acquires ownership to inventions are set forth in Part 10.

Before addressing these, however, the question of conflicts and
commingling should be considered and this is addressed in Part 2.
The discussion of commingling in Part 2 assumes that the reader is familiar
with material on commingling which is contaLnad in Unit 2 of this series,
"Patent Rights under Government Contracts".
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2. COMMINGLING: THE CREATION OF FEDERAL RIGHTS

In Unit 2 of this series we reviewed the Public Law 96-517, and
discussed the question of commingling, i.e., the acquisition of Federal
rights in an invention where the conception and/or reduction to practice
was supported in part from Federal funds.

It becomes important, therefore, in negotiating industrial
agreements, to determine at the outset whether the contract is likely to
result in inventions in which the Federal government may already have, or
may in the future acquire rights.

2.1 Federal rights already acquired

It is not unusual for an industrial sponsor to support research which
may involve the reduction to practice of inventions conceived under Federal
sponsorship.

Where that may be the case, the industrial sponsor should be made
aware of any such inventions and the nature of the Federal rights to the
extent such inventions and rights have already been identified. The
likelihood that there may be others not yet identified should also be
evaluated. Finally, the contract should contain provisions preserving the
university's right and ability to fulfill its obligations to the Federal
government.

Assuming that the university is to retain title in all inventions
resulting from the industrially sponsored research, Federal rights can be
preserved in a number of ways:

a. By a clause providing that "All rights granted hereunder
shall be subject to Public Law 96-517 and to the constraints set
forth therein."

These constraints, as discussed in Unit 2 of this series,
relate to the terms of exclusive licenses, march-in rights, limits on
the assignment of title, preference for domestic manufacturers,
royalty-free licenses to the Federal government for government
purposes, etc.

b. By a clause providing that whatever patent rights are granted
will be granted "subject to the rights of third parties," or "to the
extent the University has the right to do so."

Where the university and industrial sponsor agree that the
sponsor will acquire title to inventions, it is doubly important that

5
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NCURA PATENT CLAUSES IN INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH AGREEMENTS

the question of possible Federal rights in any of those inventions be
thoroughly reviewed since Federal rights in an invention will
preclude the granting of title. In that event, the contract should
define the nature of the license rights which the sponsor will
acquire when title cannot be granted.

2.2 Potential Federal rights

Some industrial sponsors are quite willing to fund research which is
also being supported by a Federal sponsor and to accept the licensing
constraints imposed by P.L. 96-517., In such cases the contract clauses
cited above are appropriate.

Other sponsors, however, may wish to preclude the possibility of any
Federal rights in inventions arising from the research, and may wish to
include a clause under which the university agrees not to accept any
Federal support which would constitute "commingling" and which will thereby
give the Federal government an interest.

It is more common, however t for the sponsor to seek contract
assurances that the University will take steps to avoid or minimize the
acquisition by any other sponsor, Federal or private, of patent rights
which limit or are in conflict with those acquired by the Sponsor. This is
the subject of the next section.

6
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3. CONFLICTING PATENT ,OBLIGATIONS

In negotiating patent clauses; industrial research sponsors may seek
assurance that the rights they acquire are not subordinate to orin
conflict with rights acquired by other sponsors in the same inventions.
They may, as discussed under commingling in the previous section, wish to
avoid any Federal rights which would subject the inventions ,to the
requirements of Public Law 96-517. Whatever they may feel about Federal
rights, it is quite likely that they will wish to ensure that other
industrial sponsors have not already, or do not thereafter, acquire rights
from ,partial support of the same or closely related research by the same
investigators.

In order to minimize conflicts in patent obligations to industrial
sponsors there are a number of matters which should be carefully
considered:

3.1 Terminology

There are a variety of terms used in contracts to define the
inventions to which an industrial sponsor acquires rights. These include
inventions:

resul ting from
arising from
made
made and conceived
conceived and reduced to practice
conceived and/or reduced to practice

The most precise terms, which are words of art under patent law, are
"conception" and "reduction to practice." Whether rights are based ,on the
invention being "conceived and reduced to prac tiee, If or "conceived a'nd/ or
reduced to practice," can have significantly different results, as
discussed in Section 3.2.

Whichever is used, it is desirable to refer to inventions conceived
or reduced to practice lIin the performance of research under this
agreement, II or "in accordance wi th this agreement, "1 or "in performance of
the research set forth in the statement of work," etc. This will avoid the
ambiguity of phrases such as "during the period of this agreement," "in
connection with this agreement," "a s a result of this agreement," etc.

3.2 Conception vs. reduction to practice

From the standpoint of the university, there are some advantages to
giving an industrial sponsor rights only to inventions conceived and
reduced to practice in the'performance of the research contract.

7
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For one thing, it will avoid the conflict which could arise where
rights are acquired by the sponsor on the basis of reduction to practice
only. If the same research, or closely related research, involving the
same personnel, had previously been funded by others, then the current
sponsor may acquire rights based on reduction to practice, but a prior
sponsor may already have acquired rights based solely on conception.

On the other hand, if an industrial sponsor acquires rights to an
invention solely b~ reason of conception, and then does nothing with it,
this could destroy the opportunity to get another industrial sponsor
interested in sponsoring further research necessary to reduce the invention
to practice.

These points notwithstanding, if it is agreed that an industrial
sponsor will acquire rights based on either conception or reduction to
practice, the parties will have to negotiate provisions which will deal
with preexisting rights or help to avoid future conflicts, as noted in the
following sections.

3.3 Limitations on rights

In order to deal with preexisting rights in third parties, a
university may use the clauses already cited under Section 2.1, which
provide that whatever patent rights are granted will be "subject to the
rights of third' parties" or to inventions made in the performance of the
research "to the extent that the university has the right to do so."

As noted earlier, however, a sponsor may not wish to accept these
open ended clauses without a careful review of what may be covered, and may
wish to adopt some mechanisms for ensuring that third parties do not
acquire such rights in the first place.

3.4 Restrictions on other funding

Some sponsors request a statement in the contract that the university
will not accept support from other industrial sponsors (or any sponsor),
for the specific work to be performed under the agreement. Universities
generally have accepted such clauses on the theory that a sponsor should be
entitled to be the sole sponsor of the particular research project once it
is defined except where it is understood at the outset that the program is
multiple sponsored and the funds will, in fact, be commingled.

Some industrial sponsors request the inclusion of contract language
to the effect that the university will not undertake work in related areas
for other sponsors, (or that the principal investigator and his research
team will not do so), or that related work will not be performed for the
sponsor's competitors, or that no research will be undertaken by the
university (or research team) which will create a conflict in obligations.

Although provisions of the latter type undoubtedly help to reduce
patent conflicts, they raise other questions of policy with which most
universities have great difficulty and should be approached cautiously.

8
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3.5 Statement of Work

Broadly defined, flexible research support is highly desirable to a
university. Nonetheless, the statement of work should, insofar as
possible, define in specific terms the area of res~arch and the elements,
tasks or objectives whenever patents are an important consideration.
General work statements without specificity give rise to unpredictable
conflicts in patent rights and obligations.

Some umbrella or institutional agreements define broad areas within
which specific projects will be agreed on by the parties. In such cases,
some universities avoid conflicts by including in the umbrella agreement a
statement that patent rights will be negotiated in good faith once an
individual project has been identified, or by agreeing that certain defined
rights in inventions made in the performance of the research will be
granted, but "subject to third party rights" or "to the extent the
universi ty is able to do so."

3.6 Review for potential patent conflicts

It is, of course, desirable to identify conflicts before they arise
and some sponsors ask that they be informed in advance of any potential
conflict. This is reasonable to a point, but is difficult where it is
stated in such broad terms as "University will not enter any contracts
which create any conflict in obligations" as cited above in Section 3.4.

A more manageable approach used in some major institutional research
agreements is as follows:

"Universi ty' s Administra tive Representa tives shall, prior to
the execution of any and all Project Authorizations and
periodically thereafter, review with the Principal
Investigators .the current and proposed assignments of Personnel
performing research under this Agreement to determine whether
said Personnel are also performing, or propose to perform,
related research under any other agreement between University
and a third party. University's Administrative Representatives
shall discuss their findings with Sponsor's Administrative
Representatives. If in the opinion of Sponsor's Administrative
Representatives it is warranted, the Commmittee for
Administration will request that University',s Patent Counsel
review the situation to determine whether any potential
conflict exists between the obligations undertaken or proposed
to be undertaken by University with respect to patentable
inventions under Articles VI through IX of this Agreement, and
those obligations undertaken by University with respect to such
other agreement. If a potential conflict does exist,
University's Patent Counsel will so report to the Committee for
Administration, which will request such University Personnel to
elect which of the potentially conflicting projects they choose
to participate in."

9
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4. TITLE IN THE UNIVERSITY - A RATIONALE

While the patent policies of educational institutions differ ina
numbe.r of respects, most university policies provide that the ownership of
inventions made in the performance of a research agreement will normally
vest in the university. Question 23 of the NACUBO Survey reproduced in
Unit 3 of this series gives some feeling for the practices of those
surveyed in 1978.

4.1 Rationale for university retaining title

Universities which retain title to such inventions assert that by
doing so they are in a better position to:

a. Fulfill their obligation as a university to serve the public
interest by ensuring that inventions arising from univeraity research
are developed to the point of maximum utilization and availability to
the public and will not be used to the detriment of the public
interest by the unnecessary exclusion of any qualified user or by any
other means.

b. Share with inventors the proceeds of royalty-bearing licenses in
recognition of their inventorship and as an incentive to spend the
time and effort necessary to properly disclose the invention, parti­
cipate in its evaluation, assist attorneys involved in filing patent
applications, and advise potential licensees.

c. Provide the University with a share of the royalties no~ only to
help pay the costs of the patent program, but also to support
selected education and research programs in recognition of the
university's investment in facilities and personnel without which
such inventions would not have been .possible.

d. Minimize or facilitate the resolution of conflicts in patent
rights and obligations between industrial sponsors, and between
industrial and Federal sponsors where research sponsored by industry
may lead to the reduction to practice of inventions conceived under
Federal sponsorship. Conflicts can be minimized and the equities of
the parties more effectively recognized, through licensing
mechanisms, when title to the inventions is not at issue.

e. Ensure that the university can pursue with third party licensees
those applications which are of no interest to the sponsor and which
might not otherwise be developed to the point of commercial

, availability.
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5. LICENSING OPTIONS

The clauses and commentary which follow cover the license rights and
other options most frequently granted to industrial research sponsors by
universities which retain title to resulting inventions

5.1 Disposition at university discretion

Some industrial sponsors either do not wish to acquire any patent
rights, or are willing to let the university determine disposition. In
such cases, a clause such as the following can be used:

"Title to inventions conceived and/or reduced to practice in the
performance of this research shall vest in the University, which
shall have the sole right to determine the disposition of any patents
or other rights resulting therefrom in whatever manner it deems
appropriate to protect the public interest and the equities of the
parties.'t

5.2 Non-exclusive license to sponsor

For institutions which normally retain title to inventions made in
the performance of industrially sponsored research, the right most
frequently granted to the sponsor is an irrevocable, non-exclusive license
for the life of the patent. It may be the only right granted, or it may be
granted in conjunction with a limited term, exclusive license, or with an
option to acquire an exclusive license. The non-exclusive license may be
royalty-free, or royalty-bearing as discussed below.

A representative clause granting a non-exclusive license follows:

"Ti tie to inven tions conce ived and/or reduced to prac tice in the
performance of this research shall vest in the university, which
shall have the sole 'right to determine the disposition of any patents
or other rights resulting therefrom, provided that upon issue of any
patent on any such invention, the University shall grant to the
sponsor an irrevocable, royalty-free, (royalty-bearing) non-exclusive
license to make, use and sell such invention, but without the right
to sublicense, for the term of such invention."

There are a number of comments which- should be made in connection
with this type of clause.

a. Discretionary filing

As this sample clause is written, the university is under no
obligation to file patent applications on resulting patents and is in
a position to evaluate inventions and determine which it wishes to
pursue. However, some sponsors are sufficiently concerned with
patents that they would wish a firmer commitment with respect to
identifying inventions and ensuring that all inventions in which
either party is interested are pursued. This is covered in Part 7.
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Royalty-free or royalty-bearing

Although non-exclusive licenses granted to research sponsors
have at many universities been granted royalty-free, an increasing
number of universities are seeking royalty-bearing non-exclusive
licenses since the non-exclusive license in the sponsor isa
disincentive for other industrial companies to invest funds in
developing a marketable product. This is particularly true where the
sponsor has acquired license rights based solely on the conception of
the invention, so that further investment would be required to reduce
it to practice and develop its commercial potential, and where the
sponsor is sufficiently large to capture a significant portion of the
market if it entered the market on a royalty-free basis.

In addition, some universities which might normally grant a
royalty-free, non-exclusive license, prefer royalty-bearing,
non-exclusive licenses in situations where the sponsor is dominant in
the field, or is an industrial association comprised of companies
which are, in the aggregate, dominant in the field. Where a
royalty-free license might aid a sponsor in maintaining market
dominance, anti-trust considerations might also apply. In any event,
the opportunity for granting royalty-bearing licenses to third
parties may be so limited that the income to the university may be
inadequate to. offset the expense of seeking and maintaining patent
protection and sharing royalties with the inventors.

c. Sublicensing

Under a non-exclusive license, the right to sublicense is not
usually provided since it may put the university in competition with
the licensee in offering attractive sublicensing terms to potential
sublicensees.

5.3 Exclusive, limited-term license to sponsor

In recent years, universities which retain title to inventions
resulting from sponsored research appear to be more willing than previously
to provide industrial sponsors with exclusive patent licenses, where
requested, and to view them as an appropriate vehicle for the effective
transfer of the technology.

In most cases, the rights granted are a limited-term (less than the
life of the patent), exclusive license (or an option to acquire such a
license). The following clause is typical:

"Title to any invention conceived and/or reduced to practice in the
performance of this research shall remain with the University,
provided, however, that the University shall grant to the sponsor an
irrevocable, royalty-free, (royalty-bearing) non-exclusive license to
make, use and sell such invention, but without the right to
sublicense, for the term of any patent thereon.

12
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"And provided further that the University shall grant to the Sponsor
(an option to acquire) an exclusive license to make, , have made, use
and sell such invention or discovery, with the right to sublicense,
at reasonable royalty rates, the term of exclusivity and the royalty
rates to be negotiated at the time the invention or discovery is made
(provided further, however, that this option must be exercised by
Sponsor by notice in writing to the University within months from
the date the invention or discovery is first disclosed to the
Sponsor). The parties agree that all of the terms and conditions of
any such license shall be reasonable in light of then existing
indus try prac tice."

There is apparently some difference of opinion as to whether an
exclusive license (or an option for one) should be granted under the
research contract or negotiated only after an invention has, in fact, been
identified. The more common practice is probably the granting of the
exclusive license (or option) at the time the contract is negotiated,
assuming that the research project, the research team, and other pertinent
information is known, including any potential for conflicts in patent
rights. Under umbrella agreements, where the individual projects are not
known at the time the overall agreement is negotiated, the decision is more
likely to be deferred. A number of other comments should be made:

a. Discretionary filing

Although not as emphatically stated as the clause in Section
5.2 above, the university is under no obligation to file on all
patentable inventions, but only to grant a license for the term of
"any patent thereon." Sponsors who are lnterested in exclusive
licensing, however, are more likely to want a firmer commitment with
respect to patent filing, and this is explored in Part 7.

b. Length of exclusivity and royalty rates

The sample clause above states that the term of exclusivity
and the royalty rates will be negotiated at the time the invention or
discovery is identified. The rationale for this approach is that
only after the making of the invention can its value and potential
market be ascertained.

If there are compelling reasons, however, for specifying
these in advance, some universities may agre~ to setting the length
of exclusivity and the minimum and maximum royalty rates in the
contract at the outset. This can be done for example, by modifying
the foregoing clause as follows:

"And provided further that the University shall grant to the
Sponsor a limited term, exclusive license to make, use and
sell such invention or discovery, with the right to
sublicense, the term of exclusivity to be years from the
date of execution of the license agreement or years from
the date of·the first commercial sale of said invention or

13
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and at reasonable royalty
of the license agreement,

nor more than
invention. II

discovery, whichever occurs first,
rates to be negotiated at the time
but such rate not to be less than
percent of the net sales price of the

r:,

c. Sublicensing and performance criteria

An exclusive license usually gives the Sponsor the right to
sublicense others at reasonable royalty rates. Apparently most
universities do not make such sublicensing mandatory under exclusive
limited-term licenses, but do require (1) performance milestones
and/or minimum annual payments as incentives for the licensee to
develop the technology and ensure that it becomes available for the
benefit of the public, or (2) other forms of assurance that
commercialization will be diligently pursued.

The initial period of exclusivity is sometimes extended under
special circumstances or with contractual assurances that licensing
will be pursued as diligently as it would be by the university.
These contractual assurances may include mandatory sublicensing,
performance milestones, arbitration procedures, etc.

Any exclusive licensing subject to P. L. 96-517 because of
Federal rights in the invention must, of course, meet the require­
ments of OMB Circular A-124, as set forth in Unit 2 of this series.

5.4 Exclusive, full-term license to sponsor

Universities which adopt the philosophy that they have an obligation
to ensure the transfer of technology through patents in the public interest
tend to resist the granting of exclusive licenses for the life of the
patent except under special circumstances, such as settlement of a possible
litigation claim, settlement of an interference action, or as a possible
alternative to assigning title or granting joint ownership, etc.

Where universities do grant a life of the patent exclusive to an
industrial research sponsor, they may require assurances such as mandatory
sublicensing on a non-discriminatory basis to all qualified parties and an
arbitration procedure for any appeals.

A sample clause is as follows:

IITitle to any invention or discovery conceived or first reduced to
practice in the performance of this research shall remain with the
University; provided, however, that the University shall grant to the
Sponsor an irrevocable, exclusive license with mandatory sublicensing
at reasonable terms on a non-discriminatory basis to all qualified
parties for the term of any patent thereon, to make, have made, use
and sell such invention or discovery, such license to be at
reasonable royalty rates to be negotiated at the time the invention
or discovery is made."

14
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6. JOINT TITLE

Although most universities resist the fragmenting of ownership, some
recognize a few situations in which a research sponsor might be granted
joint title to inventions resulting from the research.

6.1 As an alternative to sole title

Some universities negotiate joint title as an alternative to
granting the research sponsor sole title, using a clause such as the
following:

"Ti t1e to any invention or discovery conceived or first reduced to
practice in the performance of this research shall be jointly owned,
with each party having the right to license others without
accounting."

Although this may'be preferable to surrendering sole title, it should
be recalled, as stated in Unit 1 of this series, that each holder of joint
title in an invention can do anything a sole owner could, i.e., sell or
assign its joint interest to others, license others on whatever terms and
conditions the joint owner deems appropriate, and do so without any
responsibility to account for its actions or for its royalty income to the
other joint owner.

Joint owners, however, may also agree to a coordinated approach to
filing, licensing, and ,the treatment of royalties, and some universities,
where joint title is agreed to, prefer this from the standpoint of good
business and licensing practice. This type of arrangement is reflected in
the sample clause which follows:

"a. Title to any invention or discovery conceived or first
reduced to practice during the performance of the work under this
agreement shall be jointly owned by Sponsor and the University, and
each shall receive an equal undivided partial interest in such
invention or discovery, and resulting foreign or U.S. patent
applications thereon, and any foreign or U.S. patents issued thereon.

"b. Sponsor and the University as joint owners shall be free to
grant non-exclusive licenses hereunder to anyone. Any such
patent/patent applications jointly owned by the University and
Sponsor shall be applied for at the joint expense of both parties,
provided that each party concurs in the acquisition of such patent.
If either party elects not to contribute to such expense, the other
party shall receive the whole interest in such patent
application/patent.

"c. Patent applications and/or patents obtained hereunder on
jointly owned inventions may be licensed by the University or the
Sponsor on any appropriate terms, including royalty free or on a
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(~ reasonable royalty basis. The royalty income earned on the licensing
of patent applications/patents hereunder, whether licensed by Sponsor
or the University, shall be equally apportioned between the Spcnsor
and the University."

Whether this approach is preferable may depend on the na ture of the
market, the nature of the sponsors marketing capability, and other factors.

As an alternative or modification to the coordinated approach
reflected in the foregoing clause, the parties may agree that one of them
will act as the sole agent of both with respect to patent licensing, and
receive back from the other party an exclusive license to that party's
joint rights.

6.2 Joint. research programs

Joint title is most frequently granted in situations in which the
sponsor and the university are engaged in joint research, and the first
problem is to define what this means. Joint research may be variously
defined to include the sponsor and the university conducting portions of
the same project, or conduc t Ing separate but closely related projects in
parallel. It may involve sponsor personnel participating in the University
research and/or University personnel spending time in the Sponsor's
labora tories.

There are a variety of approaches to defining ownership of inventions
on joint research. Allocation of ownership rights may depend on the
affiliation of the inventor, the location of the research, the definition
of what is "in the performance of research under this agreement," etc. The
complications of these different approaches are beyond the scope of this
section. The following sample clauses, therefore, deal with the relatively
simpler case of research performed solely at the University with Sponsor
personnel participating.

a. Ownership based on affiliation

One of the simplest arrangements, based on the inventor's
affiliation, is the following:

1. "Ti tle to any invention made solely by a Sponsor
employee shall vest in Sponsor. University shall have the
right to use any such invention internally for its own
purposes.

2. "Title to any Invention made solely by a University
employee shall vest in the University, Sponsor shall have the
license rights defined elsewhere in this agreement.

3. "Title to any inventions made jointly by employees of
Sponsor and University shall be jointly owned."

Where ownership is joint the parties may wish to agree on a
coordinated approach to the licensing and sharing of royalties as
discussed in 6.1 above.
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University ownership.

The following clause reflects the philosophy that unless the
university takes title to all inventions made in the performance of
the research, regardless of by whom made, it could create undesirable
conflicts and fragmenting of ownership. The'equities and.
contribution of the sponsor, however, can be reflected in the setting
of royalties and other licensing provisions:

"Title to any inventions made by sponsor and/or University
personnel solely or jointly in the performance of the
research or through the use of any facilities or resources of
the University shall vest in the University, but due
consideration will be given to the Sponsor's contribution in
negotiating the terms of the licenses granted elsewhere under
this agreemen t ,"
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7. RESPONSIBILITY FOR FILING AND ALLOCATioN OF COSTS

7.1 Filing by the university

In Sections 5.2 and 5.3,wenoted that sponSors int';rested in
exclusive licenses may also wish assurances tha t the universi ty wi 11 be
active in identifying invention" ~nd pursuing patent protection on all
those in which the sponsor is interested. A typical clause to this effect
is the following:

"Title to inventions conceived and/or reduced to practice in the
performance of this research shall vest in the university, which
shall take steps to file patent applications in the United States at
its expense on all patentable developments. Upon issue of any patent
on any such invention, the University shall grant to the Sponsor •••• "

The university, however, may not wish to commit itself in advance to
seeking patent protection at its own expense by filing on all inventions,
whether or not they appear to have commercial potential. For that reason,
it may be necessary to consider other options, such as permitting filing by
the sponsor when the university elects notto,and/or providing that the
sponsor share the costs. Asa.mpleclail"e addressing this option is as
follows:

"1. University shall file or have filed in a timely manner at its
own expense a United St.atie srpat.en t; application or applications on all
inventions arising out of the' perforlllancce of this research and shall
diligently prosecute such applications. Sponsor may make a written
request to the University to file a United States patent application
on any invention identified to the University by the Sponsor.

"2. Where the University for any reason elects not to file such a
patent application in the United States or in a foreign country,
University shall notify the sponsor promptly and the Sponsor shall
have the right to file such application at its own expense in the
name of the University."

The foregoing clause provides that the university pays the cost when
it files, whether at its own initiative or at the request of the sponsor,
and the sponsor pays only for the filing which the university elects not to
pursue. A somewhat different approach is reflected in the following
clause, which provides that the sponsor only gets rights to inventions on
which it recommends filing and for which it pays half the filing and
related costs, except that Uthe university fails to follow the sponsor's
recommendation, the sponsor may pursue patent rights at its own expense in
the university's name.
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"1. Sponsor agrees to provide university with non-binding
recommendations regarding the filing, prosecution, issuance,
reissuance and maintenance of all University patent rights.
University shall have the sole right, in its discretion, to follow or
not to follow Sponsor's recommendations. To enable Sponsor to
provide its·recommendations, University agrees to advise Sponsor at
least 30 calendar days prior to the due date for taking any action
affecting the filing, substantive amendments, issuance, reissuance
and maintenance of all University patent rights.

"2. S onsor a rees to reimburse Universit for one-half of its
reasonable out-of-pocket patent costs including outside patent
counsel fees, search COgts, filing and issue fees, and maintenance
taxes) associated with the filing, prosecution, issuance, reissuance
and maintenance of those Contract Patent Rights which Sponsor
recommends should be filed, prosecuted, issued, reissued and
maintained.

"3. If Sponsor specifically declines in writing to recommend that
University file an application to obtain any Contract Patent Rights,
University shall be free to proceed at its own expense and any
contract patent rights obtained shall not be subject to the licenses
granted to the Sponsor elsewhere in this agreement.

"4. In the event that University elects not to follow any Sponsor
recommendation in favor of the filing, prosecution, issuance,
reissuance and maintenance of any patent application or patent within
University Patent Rights, University shall so inform Sponsor in
writing at least 60 days (to the extent feasible) in advance of any
statutory bar, including foreign statutory bars, or response date or
the proposed date of abandonment, and Sponsor may, at its option,
pursue said patent rights in the name of University. Thenceforth,
Sponor shall bear all expenses associated with obtaining such patent
rights."

"

Where the sponsor files as contemplated above on inventions which the
university elects not to pursue, there are various ways to recognize its
contribution. The sponsor might be given a credit against royalties due
the university from the licensing of the patent up to the total of
sponsor's prosecution and maintenance costs, or royalties might be shared
on a basis more favorable to the sponsor,or waived entirely. In such
cases, it is also somewhat more likely that the sponsor would be given the
exclusive license for the life of the patent rather than for a limited
term.

In some cases where the university elects not to file, the sponsor is
allowed to file in the sponsor's name, and the university would normally
retain a royalty-free, non-exclusive irrevocable license to practice such
invention for research purposes only. Royalties might or might not be
shared. Some universities prefer this approach rather than allowing the
sponsor to file in the name of the university. In the latter case, control
is essentially in the sponsor, but the university might well be joined as a
party to any infringement or other litigation since it retains legal
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ownership. Where title is in the name of the sponsor, the joining of the
university in the suit is less likely to occur, unless the university is
"an indiBpens'able party" in,the legal sense ,

7.2 Filing 'by sponsor

It may, of course, be agreed from the outset that all filing of
patent applications will be done by the sponsor. In some industrie~",

companies 'prefer to have this done by their own lawyers whom they cons Lder
more specialized and expert in their field. Whether suchl,.wye,l's will give
attention 'to claims and fields of use, not .spe'c Lf Lca Ll y within the company' s
area of interest can be argued.

Where it is agreed that the company will do the filing,,. clause such
as the following might be used; or any clause which simply reverses the
approach in Section 7.1 above.

"The Company may, at its own expense and in consul t.a tion w.i th the
University, file and prosecute a patent application,(s) on the
invention in the United States. The Company will a l.so se.lect;
countries for the international filing of such applicatio,n,(~), and
all filing, prosecution and maintenance costs will be the
responsibility of the Company. In the event the Company elects not
to take a Ldc.ense under such ps ten tf s) , the responsibility for such
filing, prosecution and maintenance costs shall revert to the
University. The University may supplement the list of countries for
international filing but, unless the Company agrees to pay for the
filing and prosecution in atiy of these additional countries, these
costs will be paid by the University."

Another approach to filing by the Sponsor is reflected in the
following provisions:

"1. When Sponsor has indicated its interest in a license under
prospective Patent rights to an invention it shall promptly cause its
patent attorneys to file and prosecute in good faith a United States
Patent application on such invention. Sponsor shall also effect the
filing and good faith prosecution of foreign Patent applications
corresponding to the United States application in whatever countries
Sponsor by written notice to the University indicates its interest in
a license under prospective Patent rights.

"2. Until such time as Sponsor notifies the University in, writing
that it no longer has an interest in a license, or until the
expiration of the time specified in Paragraph during which time
Sponsor has not given notice of its election to take a license,
Sponsor agrees to bear the cost for filing and prosecution of Patent
applicatons under Paragraph 1 and the issuance and maintenance of
Patents thereon. Sponsor shall not be required to prosecute any such
Patent application beyond the point of final rejection by the
assigned Primary. Examiner in the United States Patent and Trademark
Office or the equivalent stage of prosecution if a foreign
application. The University, at no cost or obligation or liability
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to Sponsor, may take aetion to file or prosecute any Patent
application or have issued or maintain any Patent on which Sponsor
elects not to take such action. Any such election by Sponsor shall
be promptly communicated to the University and in adequate time to
allow the University to take such action if it so desires. Sponsor's
right to a license thereunder shall not thereby be diminished.

"3. Wi th respect to Pa tent applica tions filed and prosecuted and
Patents issued or maintained by Sponsor under Paragraphs 1 and 2, the
University at its own expense may designate and retain patent counsel
of its oWn who shall be permitted to review such Patent applications
and proposed responses to Patent Office actions thereon and issuance
and maintenance of Patents and to consult with Sponsor's patent
attorneys before Sponsor takes action thereon. However, the control
of such filings, prosecutions, issuances and maintenances shall rest
with Sponsor unless it elects to relinquish such control to the
University under Paragraph 2 by timely written notice. The
University may at any time elect by notice in writing to Sponsor to
assume at University's cost those activities undertaken by Sponsor
under Paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 on behalf of the University in regard to
any Patent application or Patent, and Sponsor's right to a license
thereunder shall not thereby be diminished."
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8. LICENSE TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Research contracts with industrial sponsors deal with the terms and
conditions of license grants in a variety of ways"

In some cases, the contract simply states that the apon.so'r shall be
entitled to certain licensing rights as set forth in a separate agzeemen t ,
The separate agreement spells out the sponsor's license rights and/or the
options it may elect. This agreement, sometimes referred to as a License
Option Agreement, is then executed in conjunction with the research
contract. It resembles a license agreement but the royalty rates and
certain other specifics may be left for subaequen t negotiation once an
invention is identified.

In other cases, the sponsor's options are spelled out in the contract
at a level of detail comparable to that in the option agreement. The legal
effect is the same in either case, but some universities which make
research contrac ts available as public documents, except for the business
and financial details, prefer to have these details in a separate option
agreement so that the research contract can be made available without
editing and deletions.

In the majority of cases, however, it appears that research contracts
take the middle ground and contain clauses which cover the most important
rights to be granted but leave the rest of the license agreement to be
negotia ted when the invention is identified. In general, such research
contracts will at least cover the following:

Ownership of inventions
Right to non-exclusive or exclusive licenses
Exclusive License terms.: length, sublicensing

'obligations, performance requirements,
applicability of PL 96-511, etc.

In conjunction with such contracts, the sponsor may wish to study the
universi ty' s standard licensing agreement in order to an t Lc Lpa te whether
any problems could arise later which might best be addressed at the outset.
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9.0 DISCLOSURE AND PUBLICATION

Where pa tents are an important considera tion in contrac ts sponsored'.
by industry, emphasis is aiso placed on the filing of patent applications
before patent rights are defeated by publication, as discussed in Part I of
this Course •

9.1 Monitoring and disclosure of inventions

Some contracts seek to protect patent rights by establishing
mechanisms for (1) monitoring or reviewing the research on an on-going
basis to identify inventions at an early stage and (2) prompt disclosure to
the sponsor.

A sample three-part clause reflecting this approach is as follows:

"1. The Sponsor shall monitor progress of the Project through its
representative on the Advisory Committee, the Program Director, and
the Project Investigator, as appropriate. The primary purpose of
such monitoring is to detect potentially patentable inventions as
early as possible, which shall be a responsibility of the Sponsor."

"2. When in the judgment of the University a Project first
reaches the stage where it has produced technical developments of
apparent commercial utility and the University believes that such
technical developments may be patentable and have not been identified
by the Sponsor through the monitoring of progress on the research,.
the University shall report such potentially patentable inventions to
the Sponsor. Thereupon the Sponsor shall make the evaluation,
exercise its election and report to the University as specified
above.

"3. Uni versi ty shall make periodic reports to Sponsor of the
resul ts of the research and shall notify Sponsor of its intentions
with respect to all patentable inventions conceived or first reduced
to practice in performing the research hereunder, including its
intention to file or not to file for patents and the countries to be
filed in, to terminate prosecution of pending patent applications, or
to discontinue the maintenance of any issued patents."

Whether or not a research project is such as to warrant this type of
monitoring depends on the facts, and it may not be appropriate in some
cases. In any event, where some such a mechanism' is in place, the emphasis
on the review of publications and journal articles as the means of
disclosing patentable inventions is less and the likelihood of publication
delays of the type contemplated in the following section is reduced.
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9. 21'.u.!>1 ication

The UnIver sd ty' s right to publish is f requent'Ly ·l'res'e'r.",ed by ra "clause
of thefo llow ing type:

"University is free to publish the resutts of this research after
'1>1."'0\'id1ng a copy of the proposed pub'Ld.cat.Lon to the sponsor:"

'WhH'e 'a s ponsor is not partieul.a.r.l.y interes'teo in ,patent'sor is
ss'U'sfi'eowi'th .a licens'eto W'ha.tever patents the un.ive'rsity ii..tsoelf chooses
toacqutre, 'this clause may be adequa'ce,

:'Whete, however, the sponsor is interested in,iP·aten~s. and .may wish
itself to pursue those which the university does not, it will usually
r eque's't; tha't ·thectause be modified to ii>rovidefor'a de-l-ay in publica Uon
to p'roitect patient rights.

a. . Delay in publication

Where sponsors wish an oppoetumty .to .rev>!!ew publications in
order to ensure t.hat patentable inv:en::tion;sa'reno·t overlooked, it is
not unusual for a universl'ty toag,reeto delay publication for this
purpose. (In addi tion, insi:tua,tions ,where ·the university has
accepted proprietary data vof .the'si>0nsoras backg.round information,
this also gives the sponsor an opportunf.ty to identify any such data
which has been inadvertently included in the pub l.Lca.t Lon , ) A typical
clause might read as follows:

"The University i'sfree :topublishtheresul ts of this
research after giving a copy of the .p.roposed publication to
the sponsor at least 30 days prior to the intended
publication date, to allow the aponeor to review for
patentable subject matter (or to ensure against the
disclosure of any proprietary data of the sponsor)."

Where publication 'delay is long enough .Ln practice, as is
often the case with pub Hcat.Ions Ln pxofe.s'sLona.L journals, it is
assumed that the partie's ·will -have timetoconduc t the review and do
whatever isappropri:ateto protect patent rights.

b. Delay i:n publi:cati:on plus extensi:on

Because foreign patent is such .tha t; any publicaUon of any
nature prior to filing, whether oral or·wri:tten, in any part of the
wdrtd, may e lim ina te the -pos s fb I Lityof forei:gn .pa tent protec tion,
some industrial'spon-sorsareconc'erned not only tha.tpaten'table
subject matter be identified, but that the university secures patent
protection by filing prior to publication, or allows the sponsor time
to obtain such protection.

24



NCURA PATENT CLAUSES IN INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH AGREEMENTS

Consequently, a number of universities contractually agree to
an additional delay or deferral for this purpose, through a cl.ause
such as the fo llowing:

"The University is free to publish the results of this
research after giving a copy to the sponsor at least 30 days
prior to the intended publication, except that the University
agrees that it will defer the intended publication for an
additional 60 days, upon the request of tha Sponsor during
the initial 30 day review period, in order to provide
adequate time for the filing of a patent application."

c. Delay in submission

The foregoing clauses provide a delay period based on the
intended date of publication, but some sponsors are
uncomfortable with this since the publication date may not be
in the university's control and for other reasons. In such
cases, some universities are willing to state the delay in
terms of "30 days prior to submission to the publisher"
rather than prior to the intended date of publication.
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. 10. TITLE IN THE SPONSOR

As noted in Item 23 of the NACUBO Survey included in Unit 3 of this
series, 27 universities indicated that they would permit a research sponsor
to acquire ownership in inventions. In practice this occurs in a variety
of ways. The sponsor may acquire title in specific inventions resulting
from the research under specified circumstances, as, for example, when the
university elects not to pursue an invention and the sponsor is permitted
to do so in its own name. On the other hand, the research agreement may
provide the sponsor with ownership to all resulting inventions. Such
agreements may be an exception to the university's normal patent policy and
permitted only under unusual circumstances, or it may simply be one of the
alternatives which the university normally makes available where no Federal
rights aPply.

10.1 Rationale for sponsor acquiring title

One industrial sponsor which seeks title to inventions resulting from
the research which it sponsors, argues that:

a. The company is interested in emerging technologies that will
provide the basis for new products in an intermediate time frame.
The best way to achieve this objective is for the company to draft
and apply for any patents which evolve from the supported research
and for the company to hold title to any issued patents.

b. The company, as opposed to the university, is in a better
position to judge the commercial merit of an invention and to
interpret this judgement into a sound enforceable patent.

c. Holding title to the patent is necessary in order to justify
the very large expenditures which are required to develop and
commercialize the invention.

d. When the company acquires title, the interests of the
university and the public can be protected by contract provisions
such as the following:

1. Limits are placed on the time which the Sponsor has to
file U.S. and foreign patents. Rights to inventions on which
the Sponsor does not wish to file are returned to the
University.

2. The Sponsor agrees to commercialize patented inventions
resulting from the sponsored research through internal
development or through licenses within a specified time. If
it fails to do so title will revert to the university.
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3. The Sponsor agrees to pay the university a royalty for
monetary benefits arising from the practice of the invention,
with the rate to be negotiated in good faith when the
invention is known.

4. The Sponsor will review contemplated oral or written
publications prior to their release so as not to jeopardize
either U.S. or foreign patent applications, but promises a
tight timetable for this review to prevent any possible
>suppression of the information or unreasonable delay in
publication.

Where the contract contains provisions such as the foregoing,
it may in many respects have the same net effect as if the University
retained title and provided an exclusive, long-term license to the
Sponsor. The issue, then, is which party should control the patent
in the public interest and which party must take the initiative to
resolve disagreements through arbitration or other legal steps.

10.2 Other considerations

Universities which are willing as a matter of policy to assign title
to industrial sponsors under appropriate terms, however, consider a number
of additional factors before doing so in particular situations, such as:

a. Whether there is any possibility of past or future support
that might result in subjecting inventions to Public Law 96-517.

b. Whether the proposed research has been supported by other
commercial sponsors or is related to other projects in such a way
that rights in resulting inventions might be claimed by more than one
party, particularly if the research involves the reduction to
practice of inventions previously conceived under other sponsorship.

c. Whether the proposed research is likely to result in
inventions which have significant applications outside the sponsor's
field of interest and whether these applications will be pursued.

d. Whether the University already has a patent position in the
technology involved.

10.3 Patent clauses -- Title in sponsor

In practice, where sponsors acquire title, the terms can vary widely.
A simple clause granting the sponsor title without any consideration or
control by the university might be used as follows:

"Title to any invention or discovery made or conceived in the
performance of this research shall vest in the Sponsor, provided,
however, that Sponsor shall grant to the University an irrevocable,
royalty-free, non-exclusive license for the use of such invention or
discovery for the term of any patent thereon."
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Other such agreements have some or all of the elements described in
10.l-d. above, so that the University retains some of the same rights it
would have had by retaining ownership and granting the sponsor a
royal ty- bearing", exclusive license wi th due di ligence requirements and
march- in rights. This type of agreement is re f Lecced in the following clauses:

"I. UNIVERSITY shall be responsible for ensuring disclosure to
SPONSOR of any and all inventions within thirty (30) days of
discovery, conceiving, or finding of an invention by any investigator
engaged in research activity funded by SPONSOR under this Agreement.

"2. SPONSOR shall have an additional __-month period from the
U.S. filing date in which to file counterpart patent applications
covering said invention in countries foreign to the United States.
SPONSOR shall provide UNIVERSITY with copies of all U.S. patent
applications, Patent Office actions and amendments at the time they
are filed or received by SPONSOR, and shall provide UNIVERSITY with
serial number and filing date information for foreign-filed
applications and with copies of all foreign patents which issue
thereon.

"3. Within ninety (90) days after the filing of a patent
application by SPONSOR as provided in Section 2, UNIVERSITY shall
make assignment to SPONSOR of the entire right, title and interest in
and to said patent application and in and to the invention or
inventions described in said patent application without further
compensation. In order that UNIVERSITY may accomplish said
assignment, UNIVERSITY shall require each investigator engaged in
research under this Agreement to execute an "Invention and Patent
Assignment Agreement" form, attached hereto and made a part hereof as
Appendix "B".

"4. In the event SPONSOR fails to file foreign patent
applications within the periods set forth in Section 2, or having
filed an application elects to discontinue prosecution of such
application, SPONSOR shall upon request from UNIVERSITY assign back
to UNIVERSITY all patent rights for each of those countries in which
no application is filed or prosecution is discontinued. Any
assignment back to UNIVERSITY from SPONSOR will be subject to a right
in SPONSOR of an irrevocable, nonexclusive, royalty-free license to
make and use within SPONSOR for purposes of research and development,
but not for production or sale, any subject matter assigned back to
UNIVERSITY.

"5. In the event of issuance to SPONSOR of a U.S. or foreign
patent which issues from a patent application assigned to SPONSOR
from UNIVERSITY, SPONSOR shall grant to UNIVERSITY an irrevocable,
nonexclusive, royalty-free, non-transferable license to make and use
the subject matter of any such patent, said license being limited to
research, teaching and development activities practiced at
UNIVERSITY.
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"6. SPONSOR recognizes that an important objective of UNIVERSITY
is to make available to the public the fruits of research. SPONSOR
agrees to use reasonable efforts in commercializing an invention or
in identifying and securing one or more licensees capable of
commercializing an invention described in a patent application
assigned to SPONSOR by UNIVERSITY. In the event said invention is
not commercialized either by SPONSOR or through its licensees within
a period of five (5) years from the filing date of said patent
application, SPONSOR will assign all rights to said patent or patent
application to UNIVERSITY upon request subject to an irrevocable,
nonexclusive, royalty-free license to SPONSOR to make and use within
SPONSOR for purposes of research and development, but not for
production or sale, the subject matter of said patent or patent
applica tion."
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Introduction to

PATENT LICENSING AGREEMENTS

This paper is one unit in a series prepared by the sponsored
program and patent offices at M.I.T. for use in their own professional
development program and in the workshop on intellectual property at the
1984 NCURA annual meeting. The NCURA Committee on Professional Development
is making it available to NCURA members who need a basic understanding of
intellectual property in connection with the negotiation and administration
of sponsored research agreements.

Copies of this and other units in the series may be obtained from
NCURA Headquarters.

Other Guidance

This series is intended to provide university research
administrators with only an introduction to the basic concepts of
intellectual property. Those who require a more complete understanding of
the subject will wish to study other materials cited herein or developed
from time to time by such organizations as the Society of University Patent
Administrators, the Licensing Executives Society, the COGR Committee on
Patents, Copyrights and Rights in Data, and the National Association of
College and University Attorneys.

User Feedback

This material is intended to be self-improving. Users are,
therefore, invited to forward comments, suggestions and new materials for
the next revision to:

Chairman, Committee on Professional Development
National Council of University Research Administrators
One Dupont Circle, N.W., Suite 618
Washington, D.C. 20036

Copyright @ 1984 Massachusetts Institute of Technology and
National Council of University Research Administrators
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INTRODUCTION

PATENT LICENSING AGREEMENTS

Some of the patent licensing done by universities relates to inventions
in which the university acquired ownership under the terms of employee
patent agreements or by assignment from individuals who elect to have the
university develop and market inventions on their behalf. University
research administrators, however, are primarily concerned with patent
licensing which relates to university owned inventions which resulted from
research programs sponsored by the Federal government or by industrial
organizations. The purpose of this paper is to provide an introduction to
the principal features of such licensing agreements. The sample licensing
agreement included in this paper is a royalty-bearing, limited term,
exclusive license, which is preceded by a brief commentary on each of its
provisions.

Those interested in pursuing patent licensing further should seek
guidance from professional groups such as the Society of University Patent
Administrators, the Licensing Executives Society and from publications such
as the following:

1. Les Nouvelles - The Journal of the Licensing Executives Society, a
worldwide federation of business-oriented professional societies of
individuals involved in the transfer of technology and industrial or
intellectual property rights. (Les Nouvelles, 1225 E1bur Avenue,
Cleveland, Ohio 44107).

2. The Law and Business of Licensing - Licensing in the 1980's, - A
looseleaf reference series with new material added on an annual basis
in the form of supplementary pages and new binders. Published by Clark
Boardman Company, Ltd., 435 Hudson Street, New York, N. Y. 10014, this
series, the first volume of which was issued on October 15, 1981, is
the follow-on to the four-volume series, The Law and Business of
Licensing, which was closed out in 1980. Both series feature reprints
of selected articles from Les Nouvelles.

3. The Licensing Law Handbook, Clark Boardman Company, Ltd., - An
annual series, starting with 1979, designed to assist practitioners and
licensing professionals to cope with new developments in the law and
business of licensing. The 1982 volume, fourth in the series, covers
the pricing of technology, joint ventures, R&D limited partnerships,
and international operations.

,
)
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LICENSING AGREEMENTS

As noted in Unit 1 of this series, "Patents and Patent Rights", the
owner, or joint owner, of a patent may grant a license to others. A
~icense is the permission granted by the patent owner to another to make,
use or sell the invention. No particular form of contract is required. A
license is a contract and may include whatever provisions the parties agree
to. It may be established by contract or implied from the conduct or legal
position of the parties. This paper deals with licenses which are
established under the terms of research contracts.

In some cases the invention which is the subject of the license may
have resulted from research funded in whole or in part by the Federal
government. In that case the license may be subject to Federal rights,
These were discussed in Unit 2 of this series, "Patent Rights under
Government Contracts" under the section on "Commingling," and are set forth
in the standard patent clause at FAR 52.227-11, which is appended to that
unit.

Patent licensing has also been discussed in Unit 3, "University Patent
Po licies and Practices" in connec tion wi th the development and marke ting of
inventions.

Finally, the clauses and commentary in Uni t 4, "Patent Clauses in
Industrial Research Agreements" cover the license rights and other options
most frequently granted to industrial research sponsors by universities
which retain title to resulting inventions.

Non-exclusive licenses. As noted in the last cited paper, the right
mo~t frequently granted to a research sponsor is an irrevocable,
non-exclusive license for the life of the patent. It may be the only right
granted, or it may be granted in conjunction with a limited term, exclusive
l~cense, or with an option to acquire such a license. It may be
roya 1ty-free or roya 1ty- bearing.

Exclusive licenses. In recent years, however, universities which retain
title to inventions resulting from sponsored research appear to be more
willing than previously to provide industrial sponsors with exclusive
patent licenses, and to view them as an appropriate vehicle for the
effective transfer of technology. In most cases, the rights granted are
for a limited term.

In connection with exclusive licenses, many universities require (1)
performance milestones and/or minimum annual payments as incentives for the
licensee to develop the technology and to ensure that it becomes available
for the benefit of the public, or (2) other forms of assurance that
commercialization will be diligently pursued.

Because of its growing use and its importance in the technology
transfer process, the sample agreement and commentary which follows deals
with a typical exclusive, limited term, royalty-bearing license in use at
one university.

4
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LICENSING AGREEMENT

Commentary

PATENT LICENSING AGREEMENTS

The attached sample agreement, which is presently in use at MIT,
illustrates the essential provisions of an exclusive patent license to a
research sponsor. It includes, in certain clauses, language which must be
used where government funding was involved, as discussed in Unit 2 of this
series, "Patent Rights under Government Contracts".

Other universities may add clauses which are not included in the sample
agreement, omit some of the clauses which are, or state them in a different
manner. Nonetheless, the sample agreement suggests the subject matter
which must be dealt with and the type of clauses which are used. It is set
forth solely as an example, and is not recommended for use by other insti­
tutions unless appropriately modified and adapted by a qualified patent
attorney.

The following comments refer to the corresponding provisions of the
sample agreement.

PARTIES

The parties must be identified by name and place of business and by
their "hereafter referred to as ... " designation, such as licensor,
university, licensee or a combination thereof.

RECITALS

The recitals (i.e., Whereases) help to identify and characterize the
type of license and the general nature of the agreement at the outset. The
royalty-free license to the U.S. government (in the first Whereas of the
sample license) is used, of course, only where the invention was developed
using gover~ment funds.

ARTICLES

I. Defini tions

It is important in this section to define certain of the essential
elements to be covered by the license. For example, it should be clear
whether "licensee" includes any subsidiary and how subsidiary is defined.

i--' Similarly, the actual patent rights which are the subject of the license
, should be clearly defined. Other areas which should be defined from the

outset include the licensed product and/or licenses process. Other
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definitions can be added as deemed appropriate under particular
circumstances.

II. Grant (License rights)

The agreement should clearly specify the type of license and the rights
granted. It may also contain provisions relative to requirements for
sublicensing.

A. Type of grant

This section specifies the type of license as, for example,
whether it is worldwide, whether it is a license for research purposes
only, or one which allows the licensee to fully commercialize the
invention (Le., "to make, have made, use, lease and sell") and whether
the licensee's rights are restricted to a certain field of use.

B. Degree of exclusivity

This section sets forth the period for which the exclusive license
is granted. Attention should be given to any restrictions imposed by
governmental regulation under OMB Circular A-124 for government funded
inventions. Note also that, at the termination of the exclusive
period, the license automatically becomes non-exclusive to the end of
the remaining life of the patent.

C. Sublicensing rights

The remaining sections usually define the licensee's rights to
sublicense; the reporting requiremen~s where a sublicense is granted;
and the terms of any such sublicensing rights, although royalty terms
are usually addressed in the royalty clause which follows.

II.!. Due diligence - Performance milestones

A critical provision in any exclusive license is the "due diligence"
clause, which sets forth the performance milestones that must be achieved
by the licensee if the license is to continue in effect. The clause is a
form of "march-in" which allows the university the right to terminate the
agreement if the licensee does not perform as agreed. In some license
~greements, the due diligence provision allows the university to revoke the
exclusivity for failure of performance but permits the licensee to retain a
non-exclusive license. This is usually the case where the licensee is a
research sponsor and would, at minimum, be entitled under the research
contract to a non-exclusive license in any event.
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IV. Royalties - Licensing fees

It is customary in an exclusive license to require a license issue fee
upon execution of the license agreement. This fee serves to return immedi­
ately to the university the costs of patent filing and is also an indica­
tion that the exclusive licensee has a serious intent to commercialize the
invention. The license issue fee may, or may not, be used by the licensee
as a credit against future royalties, and where the licensee is the sponsor
of the research, the license fee is often waived.

Perhaps the fairest measure of royalties and that used most often is
the running royalty based on the net sales price of the licensed product.
The rate is usually set higher during the period of exclusivity and lower
during the period of non-exclusivity. It is important also to set an
annual minimum royalty as a useful method to ensure performance by the
licensee.

The procedure for making royalty payments is also included in this
section.

V. Reports and records

It is important that a clear understanding be reached by the parties as
to the type of records which must be maintained and the type of inspection
permitted. An adequate reporting procedure from the licensee to the uni­
versity is essential, as is the university's right to retain an accountant
for inspection of licensee's royalty records. For purposes of economy a
university might retain the right to use its own internal auditing divison
for such inspection. The licensee, however, may insist that an independent
certified accountant be retained, and this latter provision is more common,
although obviously more costly. The royalty statement should specify sales
to the U.S. government only in those license agreements where the govern­
ment has a royalty-free license by virtue of funding the invention.

VI. Patent prosecution

This section sets forth the obligations of the parties to apply for and
maintain the licensed patent rights. In the sample agreement this burden
is assumed by the university; however, it may well be assumed by the licen­
see or by both parties as discussed in Par.t IV covering research contract
patent clauses.

VII. Termination

A termination provision is essential in an exclusive license. The
provision should state clearly the cause for termination, the notice period
requirement, and the university's right to terminate based on a breach of
the agreement.
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VIII. Arbitration

Under the arbitration provision in the sample agreement, issues con­
cerning the validity, construction or effect of any patent are excluded
from the arbitration and such patent issues are left to be decided directly
by the courts. A recent change in the law, however, permits the issue of
patent validity, etc., to be the subject of arbitration by agreement of the
parties and the clause can be written to provide for this. In the sample
agreement, the arbitration is to be conducted within the rules of the
American Arbitration Association. Where the license agreement is with a
foreign licensee, rules of the International Arbitration Association
usually apply, although this again is subject to agreement between the
parties.

IX. Infringement

It is advisable to clearly define the obligations and rights of both
parties in any action to protect the licensed patent from infringement or
to prosecute infringers. In the sample provision the university agrees to
protect the patent from infringement and to prosecute infringers in its
sole judgment. Licensee, however, is given the right during the exclusive
term to also prosecute, at licensee's expense.

X. Product Liability

Due to the. increased incidence of suit for injuries sustained by the
consumer of a product and the ability of the consumer to reach through the
immediate supplier to the manufacturer and, perhaps, ultimately to the
inventing entity, it is advisable to ensure .indemnification by the
licensee for all liability for damage or injury resulting from the
licensee's use of the invention.

XI. Assignment

It is important that the university retain some degree of control over
the licensee's right to assign the license agreement to a third party.
This is advisable since the university entered into the agreement initially
with the licensee based on the licensee's support of the research or on its
perceived capability of transferring the technology. Some agreements con­
tain an absolute prohibi,ion on assignment, although the sample agreement
provides for assignment ~ithin the restrictions and limitations set forth.

XII. Non-use of names

This clause is self-explanatory and normally includes both the name of
the university and the names of the inventors. As in research agreements,
the purpose here is to prevent a licensee from benefitting commercially
from use of the universi'ty's name and reputation.
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XIII. Export control regulations

This clause warns the licensee that it is the responsibility of the
licensee to comply with all of the export control regulations of the U.S.
Government in any export of technical data or products under the license
agreement. This clause provides valuable protection for the university and
should always be included.

OTHER CLAUSES (XIV - XV)

The remaining clauses are for housekeeping and administrative
purposes and parallel those normally contained in any research contract
under such headings as:

A. Payments and notices

B. Governing law

C. Severability

D. Entire agreement

9
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This Agreement, made and entered into this day of
, 198 , (the Effective Date) by and between MASSACHUSETTS

INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, a corporation duly organized and existing under
the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and having its principal
office at 77 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139 U.S.A.
(hereinafter referred to as M.I.T.), and <company>, a corporation duly
organized under the laws of <state> and having its principal office at
<address> (hereinafter referred to as LICENSEE).

WITNESSETH

WHEREAS, M.LT. is the owner of certain "Patent Rights" (as Lat.e r
defined herein) relating to <information> and has the right to grant
licenses under said Patent Rights, subject only to a royalty-free,
nonexclusive license heretofore granted to the United States Government;

WHEREAS, M.I.T. desires to have the Patent Rights utilized in the
public interest and is willing to grant a license thereunder; and

WHEREAS, LICENSEE has represented to M.I.T., to induce M.I.T. to
enter into this Agreement, that the LICENSEE is experienced in the
development, production, manufacture, marketing and sale of products
similar to the "Licensed Produc t( s)" (as la ter defined herein) and/or the
use of the "Licensed Process(es)" (as later defined herein) and that it
shall commit itself to a thorough, vigorous and diligent program of
exploiting the Patent Rights so that public utilization shall result
therefrom; and

WHEREAS, LICENSEE desires to obtain a license under the Patent
Rights upon the terms and conditions hereinafter set forth.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and the mutual
covenants contained herein, the parties hereto agree as follows:

ARTICLE I - DEFINITIONS

For the purposes of this Agreement, the following words and phrases
shall bave the following meanings:

1.1 "LICENSEE" shall mean <company> and any subsidiary of
<company> •

1. 2 "Subsidiary" shall mean any corpora tion, company or other
entity more than fifty percent (50%) of whose voting stock is owned or
controlled directly or indirectly by <company>.
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1.3 "Patent Rights" shall mean the United States and Foreign
pending patent applications set forth in Appendix <appendix> attached
hereto and made a part hereof (hereinafter referred to as the "Patent
Rights Pa ten t Applica tion( s) "), and the Uni ted Sta tes pa ten ts and Foreign
patents issuing from said pending United States and Foreign patent
applications or later-filed foreign applications based upon any of said
United States patents and applications (hereinafter referred to as the
"Patent Rights Patent(s)") and any continuations, continuations-in-part,
divisions, reissues or extensions of any of the foregoing.

1.4 "Licensed Product(s)" shall mean <product description> which:
(a) is covered in whole or in part by (i) a pending

claim contained in a Patent Rights Patent Appli­
cation in the country in which the Licensed
Product(s) is made, used or sold or (ii) a valid
and unexpired claim contained in a Patent Rights
Patent in the country in which the Licensed
Product(s) is made, used or sold.

(b) is manufactured by using a process which is
covered in whole or in part by (i) a pending
claim contained in a Patent Rights Patent
Application in the country in which the Licensed
Process(es) is used or (ii) a valid or unexpired
claim contained in a Patent Rights Patent in the
country in which the Licensed Process(es) is
used.

1.5 "Licensed Process(esl" shall mean a process for making <process
description> which is covered in whole or in part by (i) a pending claim
contained in a Patent Rights Patent Application or (ii) a valid and unex­
pired claim contained in a Patent Rights Patent.

ARTICLE II - GRANT

2.1 M.I.T. hereby grants to LICENSEE a worldwide right and license
to make, have made, use, lease and sell the Licensed Product(s) under the
Patent Rights, and to practice the Licensed Process(es) to the full end of
the term for which the Patent Rights are granted unless sooner terminated
as hereinafter provided.

2.2 In order to establish a period of exclusivity for LICENSEE,
M.I.T. hereby agrees that it shall not grant any other license to make,
have made, use, lease and sell the Licensed Product(s) or to utilize the
Licensed Process(es) during the period of time commencing with the
Effective Date of this Agreement and terminating with the first to occur
of:

(a) The expiration of <year A> years after the first
commercial sale of a Licensed Product or first
commercial use of a Licensed Process; or,

(b) The expiration of <year B> years after the
Effective Date of this Agreement.
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2.3 At the end of the exclusive period, the license granted
hereunder shall become nonexclusive and shall extend to the full end of
the .• term or terms for which the Patent Rights are issued, unless sooner
terminated as hereinafter provided.

2.4 LICENSEE shall have the right to sublicense worldwide any of
the rights, privileges and license granted hereunder only during the
exclusive period of this Agreement.

2.5 LICENSEE hereby agrees that every sublicensing agreement to
which it shall be a party and which shall relate to the rights, privileges
and license granted hereunder shall contain a statement setting forth the
date upon which LICENSEE's exclusive rights, privileges and license
hereunder shall terminate.

2.6 LICENSEE agrees that any sublicenses granted by it shall have
privity of contract between M.I.T. and sublicensee such that the obliga­
tions of this Agreement shall be binding upon the sublicensee as if it were
in the place of LICENSEE. LICENSEE further agrees to attach copies of
Articles II, V, VII, IX, X, XII, XIII, and XV of this Agreement to all
sublicense agreements.

2.7 LICENSEE agrees to forward to M.I.T. a copy of any.and all
fully executed sublicense agreements, and further agrees to forward to
M.I.T. annually a copy of such reports received by LICENSEE from its
sublicensees during the preceding twelve (12) month period under the
sublicenses as shall be pertinent to a royalty accounting under said
sublicense agreements.

ARTICLE III - DUE DILIGENCE

3.1 LICENSEE shall use its best efforts to bring the Licensed
Product(s) and/or Licensed Process(es) to market through a thorough,
vigorous and diligent program for exploitation of the Patent Rights.

3.2 In addition, LICENSEE shall adhere to the following milestones:

(a) Deliver evidence to M.I.T. within <months A> months from
the Effective Date of this Agreement of the amount of
money, number and kind of personnel and time budgeted and
planned for each phase of development of the Licensed
Product(s) and/or Licensed Process(es).

(b) Develop a working model within <months B> months from the
Effective Date of this Agreement and permit an in-plant
inspection by M.I.T. within <months C> months from the
Effective Date of this Agreement, and thereafter permit
in-plant inspections by M.I.T. at regular intervals with
at least <months D> months between each such inspection.

12
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(c) Make a first commercial sale of a Licensed Product and/or
a first commercial use of a Licensed Process within
<months E> months from the Effective Date of this
Agreement

«d) Other milestones depending on invention being licensed.>

3.3 LICENSEE's failure to perform in accordance with Paragraphs 3.1
and 3.2 above shall be grounds for M.I.T. to terminate this Agreement
pursuant to Paragraph 7.3 hereof.

ARTICLE IV - ROYALTIES

4.1 For the rights, privileges and license granted hereunder,
LICENSEE shall pay to M.I.T. in the manner hereinafter provided to the end
of the term of the Patent Rights or until this Agreement shall be
terminated as hereinafter provided:

(a) A license issue fee of <license issue fee> Dollars, which
said license issue fee shall be deemed earned and due
immediately upon the execution of this Agreement.

(b) During the period of exclusivity, a royalty in an amount
equal to <royalty percent> percent of the Net Sales Price
of the Licensed Product(s) used, leased or sold by or for
LICENSEE or its sublicensees.

(c) During the period of nonexclusivity, a royalty in an
amount equal to <second royalty percent> percent of the
Net Sales Price of the Licensed Product(s) used, leased or
sold by or for LICENSEE or its sublicensees.

(d) In the event that LICENSEE's royalty payment to M.I.T.
hereunder for licensed operation during the calendar year
<calendar year> and each year thereafter during the
exclusive period falls below <annual minimum amount>
Dollars, LICENSEE shall, with its last report for said
years, pay to M.I.T., in addition to the royalty payments
provided in the foregoing paragraphs, an amount sufficient
to the above annual amounts.

«e) Royalty rates for the Licensed Process(es) shall be as
negotia ted. >

4.2
LICENSEE's
sum of the

As used herein,
billings for the
following:

the phrase "Net Sales Price" shall mean
Licensed Product(s) produced hereunder less the

(a) Discounts allowed in amounts customary in the trade;

13
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(b) Sales,· tariff dudes and/or·use taxes directly imposed and
with reference to particular sales;

(c) Outbound transportation prepaid or allowed; and

(d) Amounts allowed or credited on returns.

No deductions shall be made for commissions paid to individuals
whether they be with independent sales agencies or regularly employed by
LICENSEE and on its payroll, or for cost of collections. Licensed
Product(s) shall be considered "sold" when billed out or invoiced.

4.3 No multiple royalties shall be payable because the Licensed
Product(s), its manufacture, lease or sale are or shall be covered by more
than one patent application or patent licensed under this Agreement.

4.4 Royalty payments shall be paid in United States dollars in
Cambridge, Massachusetts, or at such other place as MoI.T. may reasonably
designate consistent with the laws and regulations controlling in any
foreign country. Any withholding taxes which LICENSEE or any sublicensee
shall be required by law to withhold on remittance of the royalty payments
shall be deducted from royalty paid to M.I.T. LICENSEE shall furnish
M.I.T. the original copies of all official receipts for such taxes. If any
currency conversion shall be required in connection with the payment of
royalties hereunder, such conversion shall be made by using the exchange
rate prevailing at a first-class foreign exchange bank on the last business
day of the calendar quarterly reporting period to which such royalty
payments relate.

ARTICLE V - REPORTS AND RECORDS

5.1 LICENSEE shall keep full, true and accurate books of account
containing all particulars that may be necessary for the purpose of showing
the amount payable to MoLT. by way of royalty as aforesaid. Said books of
account shall be kept at LICENSEE's principal place of business or the
principal place of business of the appropriate Division of LICENSEE to
which this Agreement relates. Said books and the supporting data shall be
open at all reasonable times, for five (5) years following the end of the
calendar year to which they pertain, to the inspection of the M.I.T.
Internal Audit Division and/or an independent certified public accountant
retained by MoI.T. and/or a certified public accountant employed by M.I.T.,
for the purpose of verifying LICENSEE's royalty statement or compliance in
other respects with this Agreement.

5.2 LICENSEE, within thirty (30) days after March 31, June 30,
September 30 and December 31, of each year, shall deliver to M.I.T. true
and accurate reports, giving such particulars of the business conducted by
LICENSEE during the preceding three-month period under this Agreement as
shall be pertinent to a royalty accounting hereunder. These shall include
at least the following:

(a) All Licensed Products manufactured and sold.
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(b) Total billings for Licensed Product sold.

(c) Accounting for all the Licensed Process(es) used or sold.

(d) Deductions applicable as provided in Paragraph 4.2.

(e) Total royalties due.

(f) Names and addresses of all sublicensees of LICENSEE.

(g) Licensed Products manufactured and sold to the United
States Government. (No royalty obligations shall arise
due to use by, for or on behalf of the United States
Government in view of the royalty-free, nonexclusive
license heretofore granted to the United States
Government).

(h) Annually, the LICENSEE's certified financial statements
for the preceding twelve (12) months including, at a
minimum, a Balance Sheet and an Operating Statement.

5.3 With each such report submitted, LICENSEE shall pay to M.I.T.
the royalties due and payable under this Agreement. If no royalties shall
be due, LICENSEE shall so report.

ARTICLE VI - PATENT PROSECUTION

6.1 M.I.T. shall apply for, shall seek prompt issuance of, and
maintain during the term of this Agreement the Patent Rights set forth in
Appendix A. The prosecution and maintenance of all Patent Rights Patents
and Applications shall be the primary responsibility of M.I.T.; provided,
however, LICENSEE shall have reasonable opportunities to advise M.I.T. and
shall cooperate with M.I.T. in such prosecution and/or maintenance.

<6.2 Payment of all fees and costs relating to the prosecution and
maintenance of the existing Patent Rights set forth in Appendix A or
additional foreign or domestic filings under the Patent Rights shall be as
negotiated by the parties.>

ARTICLE VII- TERMINATION

7.1 If LICENSEE shall become bankrupt or insolvent, or shall file a
petition in bankruptcy, or if the business of LICENSEE shall be placed in
the hands of a receiver, assignee or trustee for the benefit of creditors,
whether by the voluntary act of LICENSEE or otherwise, this Agreement shall
automatically terminate.

7.2 Should LICENSEE fail in its payment to M.I.T. of royalties due
in accordance with the terms of this Agreement, M.I.T. shall have the right
to serve notice upon LICENSEE by certified mail at the address designated
in Article XIV hereof, of its intention to terminate this Agreement within
thirty (30) days after receipt of said notice of termination unless
LICENSEE shall pay to M.I.T., within the thirty (30) day period, all such
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royal ties dueniUd payable. Upon Uthe-expira tion of the --fhTrty (30) day
period, if LICENSEE shall not have paid all such royalties due and payable,
the rights, privileges and license granted hereunder shall thereupon
immediately terminate.

7.3 Upon any material breach or default of this Agreement by
LICENSEE, other than those occurrences set out in Paragraphs 7.1 and 7.2
hereinabove, which shall always take precedence in that order over any
material breach or default referred to in this Paragraph 7.3, M.I.T. shall
have the right to terminate this Agreement and the rights, privileges and
license granted hereunder by ninety (90) days' notice by certified mail to
LICENSEE. Such termination shall become effective unless LICENSEE shall
have cured any such breach or default prior to the expiration of the ninety
(90) day period from receipt of M.I.T.'s notice of termination.

7.4 LICENSEE shall have the right to terminate this Agreement at
any time on six (6) months' notice by certified mail to M.I.T.

7.5 Upon termination of this Agreement for any reason, nothing
herein shall be construed to release either party from any obligation that
matured prior to the effective date of such termination. LICENSEE andlor
any sublicensee thereof may, however, after the effective date of such
termination, sell all Licensed Products, and complete Licensed Products in
the process of manufacture at the time of such termination and sell the
same, provided that LICENSEE shall pay to M.I.T. the royalties thereon as
required by Article IV of this Agreement and shall submit the reports
required by Article V hereof on the sales of Licensed Products.

ARTICLE VIII - ARBITRATION

8.1 Except as to issues relating to the validity, construction or
effect of any patent licensed hereunder, any and all claims, disputes or
controversies arising under, out of, or in connection with this Agreement,
which have not been resolved by good faith negotiations between the
parties, shall be resolved by final and binding arbitration in Boston,
Massachusetts under the rules of the American Arbitration Association then
obtaining. The arbitrators shall have no power to add to, subtract from or
modify any of the terms Or conditions of this Agreement. Any award
rendered in such arbitration may be enforced by either party in either the
courts of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or in the United States
District Court for the Eastern District of Massachusetts, to whose
jurisdiction for such purposes M.I.T. and LICENSEE each hereby irrevocably
consents and submits.

8.2 Claims, disputes or controversies concerning the validity,
construction or effect of any patent licensed hereunder shall be resolved
in any court having jurisdiction thereof.

8.3 In the event that, in any arbitration proceeding, any issue
shall arise concerning the validity, construction or effect of any patent
licensed hereunder, the arbi tra tors shall assume the validity of all claims
as set forth in such patent; in any event the arbitrators shall not delay
the a rb I tra tion proceeding __ for the purpose of obtaining or permi tting
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either party to obtain judicial resolution of such issu~nless an order
staying such arbitratio n proceeding shall be entered by a court of
competent jurisdiction. Neither party shall raise any issue concerning the
validity, construction or effect of any patent licensed hereunder in any
proceeding to enforce any arbitration award hereunder or in any proceeding
otherwise arising out of any such arbitration award.

ARTICLE IX - INFRINGEMENT

9.1 LICENSEE and M.I.T. shall promptly inform the other in writing
of any alleged infringement of which it shall have notice by a third party
of any patents within the Patent Rights and provide such other with any
available evidence of infringement.

9.2 During the term of this Agreement, M.I.T. shall have the right,
but shall not be obligated, to prosecute at its own expense any such
infringements of the Patent Rights and, in furtherance of such right,
LICENSEE hereby agrees that M.I.T. may join LICENSEE as a party plaintiff
in any such suit, without expense to LICENSEE. The total cost of any such
infringement action commenced or defended solely by M.I.T. shall be borne
by M.I.T., and M.I.T. shall keep any recovery or damages for past
infringement derived therefrom.

9.3 If within six (6) months after having been notified of any
alleged infringement, M.I.T. shall have been unsuccessful in persuading the
alleged infringer to des.ist and shall not have brought and shall not be
diligently prosecuting an infringement action, or if M.I.T. shall notify
LICENSEE at any time prior thereto of its intention not to bring suit
against any alleged infringer, then, and in those events only, LICENSEE
shall have the right, but shall not be obligated, to prosecute at its own
expense any infringement of the Patent Rights, and LICENSEE may, for such
purposes, use the name of M.I.T. as party plaintiff; provided, however,
that such right to bring an infringement action shall remain in effect only
for so long as the license granted herein remains exclusive. No
settlement, consent judgement or other voluntary final disposition of the
suit may be entered into without the consent of M.I.T., which consent shall
not unreasonably be withheld. LICENSEE shall indemnify M.I.T. against any
order for costs that may be made against M.I.T. in such proceedings.

9.4 In the event that LICENSEE shall undertake the enforcement
and/or defense of the Patent Rights by litigation, LICENSEE may withhold up
to fifty percent (50%) of the royalties otherwise thereafter due M.I.T.
hereunder and apply the same toward reimbursement of its expenses,
including reasonable attorneys' fees, in connection therewith. Any
recovery of damages by LICENSEE for any such suit shall be applied first in
satisfaction of any unreimbursed expenses and legal fees of· LICENSEE
relating to the suit, and next toward reimbursement of M.I.T. for any
royalties past due or withheld and applied pursuant to this Article IX.
The balance remaining from any such recovery shall be divided equally
between LICENSEE and M.I.T.

9.5 In the event that a declaratory judgement action alleging
invalidity or non-infringement of any of the Patent Rights shall be brought
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against LICENSEE,uM.Lr:-;-a tits option, shall have the right, wi thin
thirty (30) days after commencement of such action, to intervene and take
over the sole defense'of the action at its own expense.

9.6 In any infringement suit as either party may institute to
enforce the Patent Rights pursuant to this Agreement, the other party
hereto shall, at the request and expense of the party initiating such suit,
cooperate in all respects and, to the extent possible, have its employees
testify when requested and make available relevant records, papers,
information, samples, specimens, and the like.

9.7 LICENSEE, during the exclusive period of this Agreement, shall
have the sole right in accordance with the terms and conditions herein to
sublicense any alleged infringer under the Patent Rights for future
infringements.

ARTICLE X - PRODUCT LIABILITY

LICENSEE shall at all times during the term of this Agreement and
thereafter, indemnify, defend and hold M.I.T., its trustees, officers,
employees and affiliates, harmless against all claims and expenses,
including legal expenses and reasonable attorneys' fees, arising out of the
death of or injury to any person or persons or out of any damage to proerty
and against any other claim, proceeding, demand, expense and liability of
any kind whatsoever resulting from the production, manufacture, sales, use,
consumption or advertisement of the Licensed Product(s) and/or Licensed
Process(es) or arising from any obligation of LICENSEE hereunder.

ARTICLE XI - ASSIGNMENT

LICENSEE may assign or otherwise transfer this Agreement and the
license granted hereby and the rights acquired by it hereunder so long as
such assignment or transfer shall be accompanied by a sale or other
transfer of LICENSEE's entire business or'of that part of LICENSEE's
business to which the license granted hereby relates. LICENSEE shall give
M.I.T. thirty (30) days prior notice of such assignment and transfer and if
M.I.T. raises no reasonable objection to such assignment or transfer, in
writing within thirty (30) days after the giving of such notice and stating
the reasons for such objection, then M.I.T. shall be deemed to have
approved such assignment or transfer; provided, however, M.I.T. shall not
be deemed to have approved such assignment and transfer unless such
assignee or transferee shall have agreed in writing to be bound by the
terms and conditions of this Agreement. Upon such assignment or transfer
and agreement by such assignee or transferee, the term LICENSEE as used
herein shall include such assignee or transferee. If LICENSEE shall sell
or otherwise transfer its entire business or that part of its business to
which the license granted hereby relates and the transferee shall not have
agreed in writing to be bound by the terms and conditions of this
Agreement, or new terms and conditions shall not have been agreed upon
within sixty (60) days of such sale or transfer, M.I.T. shall have the
right to terminate this Agreement.
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ARTICLE XII - NON-USE OF NAMES

LICENSEE shall not use the names of Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology nor of <inventors> nor any adaptation thereof in any
advertising, promotional or sales literature with-
out prior written consent obtained from M.I.T. in each case, except that
LICENSEE may state that it is licensed by M.I.T. under one or more of the
patents and/or applications comprising the Patent Rights.

ARTICLE XIII - EXPORT CONTROLS

It is understood that M.I.T. is subject to United States laws and
regulations controlling the export· of technical data, computer software,
laboratory prototypes and other commodities (including the Arms Export
Control Act, as amended, and the Export Administration Act of 1979), and
that its obligations hereunder are contingent on compliance with applicable
United States export laws and regulations. The transfer of certain
technical data and commodities may require a license from the cognizant
agency of the United States Government and/or written assurances by
LICENSEE that LICENSEE shall not export data or commodities to certain
foreign countries without prior approval of such agency. M.I.T. neither
represents that a license shall not be required nor that, if required, it
shall be issued.

ARTICLE XIV - PAYMENTS, NOTICES
AND OTHER COMMUNICATIONS

Any payment, notice or other communication pursuant to this
Agreement shall be sufficiently made or given on the date of mailing if
sent to such party by certified first class mail, .postage prepaid,
addressed to it at its address below or as it shall designate by written
notice given to the other party:

In the case of M.I.T.:

Patent, Copyright and Licensing Office
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
77 Massachusetts Avenue; Room E19-722
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

In the case of LICENSEE:

<company>
<address>
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ARTICLE XV - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

15.1 This Agr~~m~nt shall b~ constru~d, gov~rn~d, int~r­

pr~t~d andappli~d in accordanc~ with th~ laws of th~ Common­
w~alth of Massachus~tts, U.S.A., ~xc~pt that qu~stions aff~cting

th~ construction and ~ff~ct of any pat~nt shall b~d~t~rmin~d by
th~ law of th~ country in which th~ pat~nt was grant~d.

15.2 Th~ parti~s h~r~to acknowl~dg~ that this Agr~~m~nt s~ts forth
th~ ~ntir~ Agr~~m~nt and und~rstanding of th~ parti~s h~r~to as to th~

subj~ct matt~r h~r~of, and shall not b~ subj~ct to any chang~ or
modification ~xc~pt by th~ ~x~cution of a writt~n instrum~nt subscrib~d to
by th~ parti~s h~r~to.

15.3 Th~ provisions of this Agr~~m~nt ar~ s~v~rabl~, and in th~

~v~nt that any provision of this Agr~~m~nt shall b~ d~t~rmin~d to b~

invalid or un~nforc~abl~ und~r any controlling body of law, such invalidity
or un~nforc~ability shall not in any way aff~ct th~ validity or
~nforc~ability of th~ r~maining provisions h~r~of.

15.4 LICENSEE agr~~s to mark th~ Lic~ns~d Products sold in th~

Unit~d Stat~s with,all applicabl~ Unit~d Stat~s pat~nt numb~rs. All
Lic~ns~d Products shipp~d to or sold in oth~r countri~s shall b~ mark~d in
such a mann~r as to conform with th~ pat~nt laws and practic~ of th~

country of manufactur~ or sal~.

15.5 Th~ failur~ of ~ith~r party to ass~rt a right h~r~und~r or to
insist upon complianc~ with any t~rm or condition of this Agr~~m~nt shall
not constitut~ a waiv~r of that right or ~xcus~ a similar subs~qu~nt

failur~ to p~rform any such t~rm or condition by th~ oth~r party.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, th~ parti~s h~r~to hav~ h~r~unto s~t th~ir hands
and s~als and duly ~x~cut~d this Lic~ns~ Agr~~m~nt th~ day and y~ar first
s~t forth b~low.

At t.e s t r

'I'Lt.Le _

Atte s t i

Ti t Le _

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
By
Ti:-:t""l-~------------------

Da t~. _

<company>
By
Ti:·t:Jl::~--------------
Da t.e _
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