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Norman Latker,
been working as & patent attorney for the US,

" Gowvernment for the entire 22 years of his profes-

. sional career and far the last 10 years, at least, he
was instrumental {for licensing all patents and

... know-how of the Department of Health, Educa-
- - tion. & Welfare (DHEW) - the results of the’

many billions of ddllars spent each year in the In-
. atitutes of Heaith and indirectly in the 70 odd in-
sutuhons, e.g., Jolms Hopkins University, Califor-

nia Iristitute of Technology, Northwestem Univer. -
sity, etc., suppurted by grants from the various. :

agencies of the huge DHEW.

. Somfulwnhnmthuhs&pouhonthaz:
. potne 100 inventions were licensed to 70 companies
- in the US, and in'such countries as Germany,

anan, ete. whereas in the many years pri-
" or to 1968, nothing was ever licensed. -
Beuuuoflu:sumhewu made chnmmn of

a US. Government inter-agency group, the “Ad-

‘Hoe Committée od University Pateat Policy,”
' study licensing, resul

bllwmg the example set by DHEW.
" The then Prudmt of the US.A,, Gersld Ford,

i in fact sent him a;vezy congratulatory letter dur- :

gluutgrmofnfﬁuwluch:smpmduced here.

'I‘HE WHITE HOUSE
{raspINGTON

neveh 3, 1993 -

ke whe importust sdrvicy which yow recdered in
cooneetion witk the Senate-Ixstutive BIARCE Pago=
tistions which ladite the paseaqe of the Feaderal .
h and Pewsl t Ack of

19T

‘Energy

Iz im a tTihote tojyows mkill and rescurcefulosse
in the deafsing ofitnhe Patant folicy Section of

- thia Isgialabion thal it was sctepted alacet unanfi-~
mousiy, and withaul che alteration of a single vord,
By bakh houses of tha Congrass,. You Leproved upos
the original 1 a3 that § was able to
aigm thia meaedrs inte law wizhouk fear of shrideliag
Rha ressarch and deé -nl.eg-tu affore upon which our
snazgy futurs dap 3 tw you for this
sccamplisheent,
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Although my IM;-I preclodwd tha convenlas of A
formal digning cerdseny, I. aa pleased, pavsrtheisss,,
to forwazd ehw snclosed presidential pen which I was
.anadla to present Eo you parscnally. Plasie acgeph
Hith warn cagarda,
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Citims & tasgloha raminder of my appreciatics.

" me. worman J. Latker
€niét, Patesk Brangh
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1t ‘was with considderable surprise that we recent-
ly. learned that. Mf. Latker had been summarily

“ther & copy of this is also re-
“talked to Mr. Latker and found
"Ha: to the why and wherefore
tasted the DHEW and finally
spokesman — Mr. John Blam-
eclined to discuss the reasons

who at firat ¢
:n to us, but “a fesponse is being developed.” It
émed unusual. Eifher there were TeA%ONS, OF not,
Jr possibly they wety teekmg to find a nice way to
other of the parties mvolved
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up to December 13 1978, had

: ting in other agenciea such u-
- Agriculturs, Nntlognl Bureau of Standards, etc.,

* versation whers one of our reporters :
' Mr. Latker on this particular subject, Mr. Latker -
- aaid, *] did nothing mors than state the official

DHEW policy on ‘Peer Review’ to the concerned
- and affected institutions who asked about the

vireasons being given in his no. .

sy,
- #hen chnhengai said that they could not give .

i unpalatable. to one or

:ml"m R

Agam. on our further mmsumce three reasons

were given which may or may not be complete. .

These were read by Mr. Blamphin from a detailed
report he promised to send us — but which ha:
not been received as of prees time:

1. Mr. Latker used Government postage to send

out releasea to holders of [nstltutlonal Patent
. Agreements with the DHEW.
2. Mr. Latker advized a group of Umvem:_v
grantees who are believed to be preparing a suit
against DHEW.

efforta will have relnuvaly l;ttla impact on Amer.
ica, a3 compared to the damage that this arb:trary

- disrnisaal. of Mr, Latker will do to America. If you

subscribe to the demine theory then this action
could result in all the research moncy spent by
DHEW end all other Government Agencies such
as Defense, Energy, etc., to be completely wasted

. == with absolutely no practical resulta, At the very

least it will mean that lifessaving drugs and diag-
nostics, prosthetic devices that will allow the
handicapped to live'a successful life, etc., will not
be preduced or used and that eventuaily some of
the world’s great medical researchers will become
disillusioned and leave both their profession and
the great Institutes of Heslth that up to now are
the envy of the world and should be the pnde and’

- Joy of the American people

3, Mr. Latker wuslobbymgConmanduwha

position should not have been taksn by a
t employse.

"* Asto No, 1.— Dr, Dvorkovita & Associatea ison -

the mailing list referred to — along with about 70 -

US. UniverSity Administrators. We have been re-

ceiving such teleases since 1968 and can see no dif-

fmmwhatweracavedatmytlmewunles«

of course there was a basic change in policy recent.

1y that we did not know about.

Az to No. 2 — The universitiea whu-.h include
the most famous names in U.S, Education are as
much part of America as, and in fact predate,

- DHEW, As far s3 we have been able to determine,.

they are not prepanng a suit ageinst DHEW but

. arm ouly involved fn trying to explain their posi-
- tion on a certain matter — “Peer Review” o

which they feel would threaten the benefits so far
obtaired from the official DHEW Patent Policy

We think this matter is of interest to any scien.
tist or engineer working in-a U.S, Government In.
stitute or working on ona of the many grants given
to the Universities and Industries of America,
Probably this accounts for over 60% ofnllthem-
-a.rch done in the USA.

Today, we hear constantly about a drastxc dmp
in inventions and innovations and committess are
formed daily, énd editorials written daily, in an at~

- temnpt to find the resson and to find a solution.

" Actions like this taken by DHEW under Mr.
Califano’s direction seem to us & sufficient caise
forthudmpmlbel!‘-—mmtmmandmnm-
tions must be numed and not smothered or stran.
gled by removing the incentive — tha satisfaction

. an inventor always has to ses his brainchild

brought to fruitior, Because of the lmportanm of

. this subject we will continue our investigative re-

ports and hope in the next issue of UNIT to give s

- more complete story, We would welcome any let.

ters for, or against, and certainly, we would wel-

'mlettasorphmcaﬂa&omanymhlmz

that, 8o far, has been changed, In a telephone con.-

DHEW position. This is based on an officiel policy

Questioned - -

going back to DHEW then General Counsel, Wil

liam Howard Taft, 1V, on this question and wh.\ch

" was never changed by the DHEW Counsel’a Office

or any sppropriate ofiicial of DHEW.”

As to No. 3 — We understand from the office of
Senator Robert Dole, who was the Congressional
contact involved, that Mr. Norman Latker did
nothing different from 1000 other DHEW employ-

" ees and any such resson to dismiss Mr. Latker
should involve the dismissal on the same day of

the other 1000 DHEW executives,

We have just had sceess to Mr. Latker's person-
nel file and find that DHEW has now inserted an
official reason for his dismissal. We quote the rea-

son in its'entirety: “Services no longer required.”

We are aware of Mr. Califzno’s crusade agalmt .

smoking, and whether or not he i is succemful in his
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