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£ Jahn O, Metmbrino
Eta10s Newy Sorvice
WESEINCGTON ~ A aew drug de-
velupzd by two Harvazd seientista i
one of stveral disenveries tind up in
dispute aver the release of patent feghts
1o 1nventidng created through govera.
rent-funded resezrcl, s

US Sen. Bob Nels (R-Kan) hae
charged that the N puriment of Bualth,
Education and Welfare (HTW) is delybe
reately “stonewalling” reauests from
universities and nvedical rescarch 19stin

ies e obiain ownerstup nakls 10

lhgse inventions. Doly clagns HEW s

wuiried that, if 1t relinguish s the pate

erd fights. a drug fivm will develop the
lechnology at a large peolit and ine
crevanr the oost of medical care fr
Asmericsns, -

Drs. Kael ¥, Austin sid Edwued J.
Goetrel At ihe Harvaed A=dles] Schoal
asheed HEW 0 January 1977 1o waive

H8 batent rythis wo they could enatinae |

with devalapment uf a new druy for the
treatment of chewmatwd acthrits and
hronchial asthma The patent veleasa is

nevded so the arienfistz may entee

spreemenis wath a4 phacmuveutieal f{er
willing ta provide capitsl lor ageded rp-
smarch amd teating,

HEW 15, sl pevieswing Hagvard's
appbeaton, 2long with thase for same
o3 other inventions frém various aca-
denie and mcdlen! instituunny, zecord-
g to Harverd parent administrater
Stephen Atkinsor.

"1 we don't get it {the patent) out
soch it could create problems,” he said.

The HoMfmonu-Lacoche drug labocago- |

ry has zives Austin and Coeired some
nanuzral linaneini support for the
ri
Ledin negotivhions foc 2" licensing |

agreement untl HEW releases the pate-

ont rights,,

o 3 recent intepview, Austin said he
wis unaware of the elosh between Dele-
end HEW over the 2 inveations, in-
cluding the drug developed by him and
Gaoszel. He said theee is “an _mamense
amount of development work te . be
dane” on the drug and that Hoifman-
Levocke weould decide neikt veéar
whether o mmake & larper finaocial
commitraent lor ity develnpnient.

Austin said he 2ad Goetzel isalated

& human moiecude, synthedized 1t and

made a “siructurally related
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reh, Atkinson sand, but will not

‘. ing the department,

f (3 o )
compound” that would h ‘Ip tggRer a
"turn off” response in diseassd cells.

The Feod and Drug Adinimistration
must cicar Lhe drug belorelany clinical
tesis on humans ¢an begin

Daole saye that HEW haas suddenly
revessed a 10-year-old pohicy af allow.
ing universities to secure ewnership
nights to inventions they fhave made
with the help of Federal grauts from
the National Institutes of Haalth {NIH)
and pther agencies,

In a statement released early this .
woek, HEW general counsial F Peter
Libasa dented that the departmoent 1s
suppicssing critical dregs Ind medicat
devires developed with HilH support

He added that HEW still has 3 “lexible
pelicy™ of releasing patent rights on a
case-by.case basis. .

“The department has, however, al-
tered s procedures for making this
determination, in order ta further 3s-
sure that the public interést. s served

. .by the assignment of patent rights,” Li-

bassi said. -

Libadsi also recently dirested his
staff to notify him of oy appiications
that.are not processed within 62 days. A
HEW spokesman said he equid not say

" whether that directive camje before or

after Dole's statement of .-\lfg. 4 eriziciz-




