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CHINA: CLI~~ OR COMPETITOR ?

Republic of China long before its recognition by the Carter administration.

the new relationship between the United States and China will increase the

~ether or not,
~

vo.lume of
l

U.S. citizens in Moscow.

i
business now existing is subject to speculation. The hopes for new markets t~at followed

i
the early stages of detente with the Soviet Union never developed beyond thelembryonic,

stage. In addition, American businessmen living in the Soviet Union must cop~ with the daily
I,

frustrations of dealing with red tape, and the fear of harassment expericnced recently by

1
I

However, if China is indeed intent on entering a new age of technological advancement
~

capable of competing with the more advanced of western world nations, its amJDitions will
!
}

present us with a new challenge. How well we respond to this challenge will ~epend on the
" i
t

fate of a piece of legislation that will be introduced in early February under the
{
l
f

original cosponsorship of Senator Birch Bayh (D.-Indiana) and myself. I
~

What this legislation would accomplish is place the government in the positipn of a
~

cataclyst or impresario, as suggested by Albert Einstein in 1939, in bringing the result
~

of federally funded research" together with industry and universities whohav~ the ability
I

to develop inventions into products for use by the public. I
I

Under our present federal patent rights policy, the federal government genera.l.Iy retains
f
t

rights to inventions it can neither develop nor market, because it lacks the] resources and
l

I
the expertise to do so. Industry, where the invention was made, is unwi l.I ing] to engage in

s
1

the risky development process, and to pursue what it started, without a modi.cum of protection
:
f

through the granting of patent rights for a limited period of time. Thus, thr taxpayers

invest in research but fail to receive dividends in the form of products tha~ would reach
1

f
the market place and be available to them. The promise is there, but the goods are never

I
delivered. I
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BOB DOLE
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put to such rndust'rrous- use.
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The obvious conclusion one can draw ts that the United States 1.s ~~llj:ng beht*d as il,
-',.,-:: -. ',.J

'\.,';' ',::', .... " ."< It, f
leader in technological advancement not bec.~u.. S.~ ..U,S, ingenui'ty'lias d:rted oUh.1.O.'ut because

,>,__" ,'-:" , ' ,,',.<,-J '
.'. . • .1

the fruit of Ame:rican. g\ni'Us' i's up forgraos by fC,'lreign ~i':n!JS whose gove:rrunenfs, pl~t an

active role in guaJ.'anteeiiig techne'logy-t.ransfer £rOJIJ the inyentton stage to'$ product; st<J,l'e
':'::" '< , : . ":·f' .
, -,' , Ir,!

Our newly estafi'l rshed ties wi'tli. China wHl allow the Chinese, under the J'ree~OJIJ Q£
r

Infonnation Act, the same access' to U,S~ inventions' that the GeJ:)l)ans and the fapanese liil,ve

I
i

In a connnunist regime such. as the 'R,epubli~ of China, a governnent who controlr the eCQnQl)J)T'
\' i

cannot fail to evaluate the. opportunity afforded by- u .S,,;J;e.de;ral pC,'lli~i~s\' !
t

Rathel' than becoming a cl.rorrt for D,S, goods, China has- the pQtenttal of tu:rntng into
- {

our most fonnidafile ccmpetrtor with the cooperatron Q~ tlie Uni'tedStates, A I\e:w:' patent
,~

policy in thrs country, wlie:re j:ndus,try' would be giYen tIi.e nece~m' incentiYel<md
, ' t

encouragement, through, the protection of patent rights, t0deY~lQP. in..... Yen.. tionS.~into
:. ,,_" ',- "'.' "" ,·r

products available te the dOJIJesttc 1J)arket as well as' to fQ;reign)])~ke5sl:co~~a.bea
::u<".,,:, "_,,:-,,,-:,:}.,'

turning point in our a,otli.'tt to. compete wi':tli. fo:ve,i'gn products-, 'lUec-:reatipll q;l; JIlQre
,','" ' --t

jobs, a waY' out of thfla,tiPn, the );'ecQye;J:y' of the dollar and a new conft~enc'{-j:n the nea.l tli
. 1

of our eccnomy- could );'esult tf; .Congress and tIi.e AdnJins'tra,tt.Qn WQulda,a9ptth~ ;l:a,rsi'glited
1 '.

vtsion tha,t~t.snow'l'equ:i);ed tf; ournatt.onts to suryiye ~s a, lea,dt.ng plpWe! , I
I
J;
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