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Normin Latker, up to December 13, 1978 had. .

‘been working- 25 a- patent atiorney for the uas.
Govemnraent for the entire 22 years of his profes-

" sioninl career and for the last 10 years, at least, he

was instrumental for licensing oll patents and
. know-how of the Department of Health, Educa-

- tion & Welfare (DHEW) — the resulta of the
many billions of doilara spent each year in.the In-
atitutes of Health and indirectly in the 70 odd in-.
sulutlom. €.g., Johns Hopkina University, Califor-

. nia Instituta of Technology, Northwestern Univer-

sity, ete, supported by grants from the various. .

" agencies of the huge DHEW.

.. So succesaful was he in this last position that .
mlm:nmuommheamdto‘mcompa_mu_ '

i the-U.8. and in such countries aa Germany,

. France, Japan,etc.,whemamthamyympn- o

“or to 1968, nothing was ever ficensed, -

‘ Bemmoﬂussumhcwumdedmmnof

a US. Government inter-agency group, the “Ad

Hoc Committee ent Univerzity Patent Policy,” to

" study licensing, resulting in other agencies such as

Agriculture, National Bureau of Sunduds. et
: l’ollowmg the example set by DHEW,

"The then President of the US.A,, Gerald Ford, -
in fact sent him a very tongratulatory letter dur- -

m;hu term of office which is reproduced here,

THE WHITE HOUSE
. FASHINGTON

ek 3, 173 .

. o the Almgottant Setvics which you rendeved in
X connazeion with the Jemaea+Ixeiutive BIaACK Degd~.
tistions which led %o the pnng- o! the Medaral
' dy and Dw

Energy ¢ Ack of

C1¥Te.

1t is & wTibuts o youwr pkill and rescuicefulomss
i the desfting of th Pacent Policy Secticm of
. thiw isgialatlon that Lk was acceptsd alacst unani=
Cmoualy, asd withour the alterstion of a single word,
by both houses of tha Congress, You laprowed upen
' che arigieal Semats lasguege 5o that I was able
‘- algn this mesaucs 1ot law Without fear of sbrldying
tha Yassarch and developmenk sfforg upon whlch our
“anargy. Tuture dspends. I tun'rllul.l!- you for this
PR ‘wocoaplianment.

i

Alchough wy schadule precluded the oonvealsg of a

farmal aigning cerasony, I Am plessed, severtheless,

it fotward rhe enclosed presidential pen which I was
Cignabla to predent o you parscaally. Plasss acl:-pt
AR B4 & EAngiDhe ﬂniv\d-r of ey lwnehum

. Ell.:h wara Fagards,

| Bants

" kg, Borman 1. Latker
'_ﬂlhl, Fateat Branch . o
7 -gational Institutes of Bealth
[Boaw SADY, Weatwood Buildiang
CBathnsda, Maryland 20014

It was with considerable surprise that we recent-

ly. learned that Mr. Latker had been summarily * -

dismissed, with no reasons being given in his no-
tice of dismnissal letter — a copy of this i3 also re.

produced here. We talked to Mr. Latker and found -

- that he is not clear as to the why and wherefore -
and s0 we contacted the DHEW and f{inally
 ‘reached an official spokesman — Mr. John Biam-
- phin, who at first declined to discuss the reasons

" but:when challenged said that they could not give

them to us, but “a response is being developed.” It
-sverned unuaual, Either there were reasons, or not,

' ~ ot possibly they were seeking to find a nice way to

aay - something otherwise unpalatable, to one or
oLher of the part:es mvolved

P

were given which may or may not be complete.

These were read by Mr. Blamphin from a detailed -

report he promised to send us — but which has

" not been received as of preas time:
1. Mr. Latker used Government postage to send

out releases to holders of Institutional Patent
Agreements with the DHEW.
2. Mr. Latker advised a group of Umvemty

grantees who are believed to be preparing a suit B

‘against DHEW.

3. Mr, Latker was lobbymgCongms.mdsucha
position should not have been taken.by a
Goveinment employee,

As to No, 1.— Dr, Dvorkovita & Associates is ot -

the mailing list referred to «= along with about 70
U.S. Univerfity Administrators. We have been 1e-

ceiving such: feleases since 1968 and can sea no dif- .

ference in what we received at any time — unless
of course there was a basic change in policy recent.
ly that we did not know sbout.

As to No, 2 — The universities which mdudl
the most famous names in US, Education are as.
much part of America as, and in fact predatas,

DHEW. As far a5 we have been able to determine,

they are not preparing A suit against DHEW but

monly involved in trying to explain their posi-
" tion on & certain matter — “Peer Review” —
. which they feel would threatsa the benefits so far

obtained from the official DHEW Patent Policy

that, so far, has been changed. In a telephone con.

" wersation where one of cur reporters questioned
Mr. Latker on this particular subject, Mr. Latker

gaid, “I did nothing more than state the official - -

DHEW policy on ‘Peer Review’ to the concerned

and affected institutions who asked about the .

DHEW position. This i based on an officiai policy

going back to DHEW then General Counss), Wil .

liaxn Howard Taft, 1V, on this question and which
was never changed by the DHEW Counsel’s Qffics
or any appropriate official of DHEW.” )

As to No. 3 — We understand from the office of
Senator Robert Dole, who was the Congressional
contact involved, that Mr, Norman Latker did
nothing different from 1000 other DHEW emplay-

" ees and any such resson to dismisa Mr. Latker
should involve the dismissal on the same day of ;
the other 1000 DHEW executives,

We have just had access to Mr. Latker's person.
nel file and find that DHE'W has now inserted an
official reasen for his dismissal. We quote the rea-
son in its entirety: “Services no longer required.”

We are aware of Mr. Califano's crusade against -

smoking, and whether or not he is successful in his
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efforta will have relatively littla impact-on Amers
{cn, as compared to the ge Lhat this arbitrary |

- dismisaal of Me. Latker will do to America, If you ”

subscribe to the domino itheory then this action
could resuls in all the mrch money spent by

" DHEW and all other Government Agencies sich

a3 Defense, Energy, etc,jto be completely wasted
~ with absolutely no practical resulta. At the very

. : _ . least it will mean that !&faanng drugs and diag.
Again, on our further inaistence three reasons

noatics, prosthetic devites that will allow the
handicapped to live‘a suécessiul life, ete, will not
be produced or used and that eventually some of
the world's great medxcal researchiers will become
disillusioned and leave both their professicn and
the great Institutes of Heslth that up to now are
the envy of the world and should be the pnda and

" joy of the American peopla.

Wae think this matter is of interest to any scien-
tist or engineer working i m a US, Government In-

" stitute or working on omgut‘ the many grants given. |

to the Universities and Industries of America.,
Probably this accounts foroverSO‘i of all the res |

.search done in the USA, | :

Today we hear mtantly about & drastxc drep

. inventions and innovations and committees ara
. formed daily, and editorials written duily, in an at-”

tunpttn&ndtharmonandtoﬁndamlnhon. .
Actions like this taken by DHEW under Ms, - |
Califana’s direction seen) to us a sufficient cause -
ﬂorthmdmpmltulf—i inventions and innova.
tions must be nursed and not smothered or stran-
gled by removing the incentive — the satisfaction .
an inventor always has to see his brainchild -

. brought to fruition. Beciuse of the unporranm of
© this subject wa will continua our investigative re--

ports and hope in the next. issue of UNIT to give s -

. more complete story. W would welcome any let-

ters for, or ngainat, andcertainly, we would-wel ™

- coma letters or phoue calls &om anyone lawwmg

more facts about this mtt.sr.
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