
f
'f

IN THg UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFIdE,
I

Atty.'s Docket: CIPRIANI=lEl

of claims which begins on page 2 of this paper.

l olt O

J.S J.ng
t

!
1

3728

l:1'.t'l:UIIl:U t'HUI,;I:Ul.\Ht: a.
EXAMINING GROUP37~~

*,
t

t

!
{

f
!

i, ,
REMARKS J 1. 'JJ_ 7!/lqll/l~rl'~

}

--~I f
t
.~

1

Washington, D.C.

Confirmation No. 9186

January 26, 2005

Group Art Unit:

Examiner: S.T.N. LUONG

l)I' f

Stop AF

REPLY: AMENDMENT AND

10/278,818

Remarks begin on page 12 of this paper.

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the

~ I
Replying to the Office Action mailed October 26, I

!
f
t
t

October 24, 2002

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

CARDBOARD BOX FOR )
CONTAINING AND DISPENSING) ,
LARGE QUANTITIES OF WIRE )

For:

please amend as follows:

In re Application of:

Filed:

Sir:

Appln. No.:

Customer Service Window
Randolph Building, Mail
401 Dulany Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Giancarlo CIPRIANI



Amct; oateo January ~O, zuoo
Reply to Office Action of October 26, 2004

Amendments To The Claims

This. listing of claims will replace all prior

versions, and listings, of claims in the application:

Listing of Claims:

Claims 1-8 (Canceled) .

coil supported by said outer box bottom;

I
9. (Currently Amended) A welding wire package ~,

containing and dispensing a welding wire packaged as a COi~ of
I"
1

wire, the wire coil having an axis, axially opposite ends ~nd an
. I

axially extending outer periphery about the axis, said pac~age
f
Ir

comprising: !
f

a cubic square-base outer box having inwardly faqing
t

and outwardly facing box side surfaces, a bottom and a top I
t
}

having an upper opening fer remevingthrough which theweld~ng
!

wire is removed, one of the axially opposite ends of the w~re

I
f
t

an octagonal-base internal container having inwarldly
;

facing and outwardly facing container surfaces and being o~ such

!
dimensions as to be fully containable within said square-b~se

!
area of said outer box such that portions .of said outwardlyl

f
1

facing container surfaces are supported by portions of sai~

inwardly facing box side surfaces, the outer periphery

packaged coil being maintained by said inwardly facing
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surfaces such that the coil axis is a.vertical axis when salid
1

top

a bottom side of a brake element

opening;

outer box is resting on said bottom, said internal contain~r
!

having about the same height as said outer box and having ~
f
1

t
1
1
t
!

engaged on the pther
!

of the axially opposite ends of the wire coil and within s~id
I
1
{

internal container, said brake element descending'within s~id

internal container during the unwinding of the wire coil.

Claim 10. (Canceled) I
}

{
r
t

11. Previously Presented) The welding wire pac~age

I
of claim 9, further including four triangular corner-piece~made

i
of folded cardboard, said corner pieces having about the same

t

i
height as said outer box and which are interposed between ~aid

!
inner container and said outer box at the vertically extending

!
~

corners of said outer box when said internal container is f~tted

!

into said outer box. I
}

axially opposite ends

13. . (Currently Amended)

(Canceled)Claim 12.

packaged as a coil .of wire, the wire coil having an axis,

elaim 9,

about the axis, said package comprising:

- 3 -
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f
t

1
a cubic square-base outer box having inwardly faqing,

t
and outwardly facing box side surfaces, a bottom and a top!

!
having an upper opening for removing the welding wire, onelof

{
the axially opposite ends of the wire coil supported by sa~d

t
outer box bottom; !

~
an octagonal-base internal container having inwa~dly

i
outwardly facing container surfaces and being Of such

t
dimensions as to be fully containable within said square-b~se

!
area of said outer box such that portions of said outwardl~

facing container surfaces are supported by portions of

inwardly facing box side surfaces, the outer periphery of Jhe

packaged coil being maintained by said inwardly facing condainer

I
surfaces such that the coil axis is a vertical axis when s~id

t
~

outer box is resting on said bottom, said internal contain~r

I
having about the same height as said outer box and having ~ top

of the axially opposite ends of the wire coil and within

opening;

a bottom side of a brake element engaged on

!
f

the lother
j
r ,

saj~d

i'
sa;idinternal container, said brake element descending within

internal container during the unwinding of the wire coil;

further including a retainer element positioned

f
f

~
}

ojVer

said package is being transported.

~
said brake element that exerts a downward force on said br~ke

f
f

element to maintain said brake element and said wire coil while
!

I
t

- 4 -
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14 . (Previously Presented) The welding wire padk~ge+,
1

of claim 13, wherein said downward force is produced by ani

elastic element extending between said retainer element and said

outer box bottom.

Claims 15-17. (Canceled)

18. (Previously Presented) The welding wire pacl,kage

of claim 9, wherein said package is recyclable.

Claim 19 (Canceled)

•

20. (Previously Presented) The welding wire pa~kage

of claim 9, wherein said brake element is annular and

substantially corresponds in area to that of said other

axially opposite ends of the wire coil.

21. (Canceled)

of the

22. (Currently Amended) A welding wire
1

package I,
containing a welding wire packaged as a coil of wire as thd

i
welding wire is unwound when being dispensed, the wire coi~

)

having an axis, axially opposite ends and an axially exten~ing
j

outer periphery about the axis, said package comprising:
j

a cubic square-base outer box having inwardly fading

and outwardly facing box side surfaces, a bottom and a top

- 5 -



Arndt. dated January 26, 2005
Reply to Office Action of October 26, 2004

I

adapted to be supported by said. outer box bottom;

having an upper opening for removing from which the welding wire
. . I

is removed, one of the axially opposite ends of the wire cdil
I

t

dimensions as to be fully containable within said square-b~se
I

area of said outer. box such. that portions of said outwardl~

!

facing container surfaces are supported by portions of said
t

inwardly facing box side surfaces,the outer periphery of dhe
f
f

~
dther

t
a bottom side of a brake element engaged on the

having a top opening;

packaged coil adapted to be maintained by said inwardly fa1ing

container surfaces such that the coil axis is a vertical ~is,
t

when said outer box is resting on said bottom, said intern~l

!
container having about the same height as said outer box a~d

I
}

internal container, while the welding wire is unwound and

of the axially opposite ends of the wire coil
,;

and within s~id

!
f

dispensed.

Claims 23-25 (Canceled)

...... 1 -. -:...... "") r:::
=-~.w---, -i

i
26. (Currently Amended) The ,;sIding '.dre paekagle of

A welding wire package for containing a welding Jire

packaged as a coil of wire, the wire coil having an axis,

- 6 -
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1

, . . I
axially opposite ends and an axially extending outer periph~ry

having an upper opening for removing the wire, one of the
I
t

ou;teraxially opposite ends of the wire coil supported by said

about the axis, said package comprising:, ,
!

a cubic square-base outer box having inwardly fackng
f
f

and outwardly facing box side surfaces, a bottom and a top I

I

box bottom;

an

~
r
}
f

octagonal-base internal container having inwar,dly
l

facing and outwardly facing container surfaces and being orl such
j

i
dimensions as to be fully containable within said square-b~se

I
area of said outer box such that portions of said outwardl~

f

I .cont.ai.ner

facing container surfaces are supported by portions of said
f

of t~e

packaged coil b_eAl1gmaintained by said inwardly facing

inwardly facing box side surfaces, the outer periphery

,
1

surfaces such that the coil axis is a vertical axis when s~~d
t

outer box is resting on said bottom, said internal containdr

f
having about the same height as said outer box and having ~ top

i

opening;

a bottom side of a brake element engaged on the

I
i
ot.her

of the axially opposite ends of the wire coil and within

internal container, said brake element descending within

f
!

salid

i
aah.d

internal container during the unwinding of the wire coil;

- 7 -
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further including a f Lat;': octagonal element

;;

;i
d
, ~

r
I

withinl said

internal container, the wire coil resting on said flat elerr(ertt;

surfaces such that the coil axis is a vertical axis when

sai~
1
}

of the
~
1

container
ts
f
}

aadd
I

I

27.

packaged coil being maintained by said inwardly facing

facing container surfaces are supported by portions of

inwardly f~cing box side surfaces, the outer periphery

a cubic square-base outer box having inwardly fac~ng
I

and outwardly facing box side surfaces, a bottom and a top I
. I

having an upper opening for removing through which the wel~lng

I
wire is removed, one of the axially opposite ends of the wike

~
coil supported by said outer box bottom; I

~
an octagonal-base internal container having inwar~ly

i
facing and outwardly facing container surfaces and being ofl such

f
dimensions as to be fully containable within said square-ba~e

i
area of said outer box such that portions of said outwardl~

{,

comprising:

and

, . . I
wherein said flat octagonal element fits snugly irto

I
t
t
1

(Currently Amended) A welding wire package~" . I
containing and dispensing a welding wire packaged as acoill of

!
wire, the wire coil having an axis, axially opposite ends ~nd an

I
axially extending outer periphery about the axis, said pac0age

I,
t

said internal container.

- 8 -



internal container during the unwinding of the wire coil.

top

.,
!
l.d

sal~

"dsa!~
I

I
I
Ifor

t

i
I
f
t
I

containetr

A welding wire package(Currently Amended)28.

a bottom side of a brake element engaged on the

a flat octagonal element within said internal

bottom of said outer box;-afl4

of the axially opposite ends of the wire coil and within

internal container, said brake element descending within

container that is posit~oned between the wire coil and

t
}

havi.nq 'about the same height as said outer box and having al

I
I
f

I
{

saidl

opening;

Arnot. oateo January ;':0, zuuo
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.outer box .Ls resting on said bottom, said internal

containing and dispensing a welding wire packaged as

wire, the wire coil having an axis, axially opposite

j

a co i I] of
II .

ends a'D.d an
I

axially extending outer periphery about the axis, said pac~age

comprising:

a cubic square-base outer box having inwardly fac~ng
/ I

and outwardly facing box side surfaces, a bottom and a top I
having an upper opening for removing the wire, one of the I

I
axially opposi~e ends of the wire coil supported by said ou~er

box bottom;

- 9 -
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f
I

area of said outer box such that portions of said outwardlJ
I

facing container surfaces are supported by portions of said!
!
I

inwardly facing box side surfaces,. the outer periphery of tlhe

t
packaged coil being maintained by said inwardly facing container

I
surfaces such that the coil axis is a vertical axis when s~id

outer box is resting on said bottom, said internal containe,r
1

having about the same height as said outer box and having ~ top

. !
open~ng; I

r
a flat octagonal element within said internal!

1
container that is positioned between the wire coil and sai4

a bottom side of a brake element engaged on the

internal container during the unwinding of the wire coil;
f

octagonal element fits snugly ~nto

I
<lind

l

I
dther
f
i

said
f

salid

wherein said flat

29.

said internal container;

bottom of said outer box;

internal container, said brake element descending within

of the axially opposite ends of the wire coil and within

comprising:

- 10 -
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having only an upper opening

f

-·1
f
l,,
1

~elllOving from which the weilding
. I

opening for I

facing container surfaces are supported by portions of

inwardly facing box side surfaces, the outer periphery

internal container during the unwinding of the wire coil.

- 11 -

a bottom side of a brake element

i

removing the wire elsewhere, one of the axially opposite e~tls of
}

the wire coil supported by said outer box bottom; I
I-

an octagonal-base internal container having inwar~ly
, , I

: f

facing and outwardly facing container surfaces and being Of! such

dimensions as to be fully containable within said square-bJse
r

area of said outer box such that portions of said outwardl~
t
t

sai~
f

of tpe
f

packaged coil being maintained by said inwardly facing cont~iner, t
I

surfaces such that the coil axis is a vertical axis when sa~d

!
outer box is resting on said bottom, said internal containe~

I
having about the same height as said outer box and having a! top

}

I
!

engaged on the bther

I
of the axially opposite ends of the wire coil and within sa~d

I,
internal container, said brake element descending within sakd,

I

I
I
f

!
t
I
I
f
t
I

I
I

!
)

I
. _ ' ..J .._~_~_

opening;
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26,. 2004, Official Action and respectfully requests

REMARKS

comments;

I
l.
1
{

1
Applicant has carefully reviewed the Examiner's O~tober

I
I

l
I '

reconsideration based on the above amendments and the follo~ing
I
1

I

inClaims 9, 11, 13, 14, 18, 20, 22 and 26-29

I
Claims 10, 12, 15-17, 19, 21, and 23-25 have bee~

f
remailn

f
f
I

language from that section applies to FR '255 whether

translation of FR '255 is not correct and FR '255 remains

Applicant provided the abstract of FR '255:

subject to section 706.02 of the MPEP. As such, the

the application for consideration.

canceled.

~
Applicant respectfully requests that the finalit~ of

!
the Examiner's October 26, 2004 office Action be withdrawn.!

l
While the Examiner is correct that Applicant proJided,

I

the English abstract of FR '255, this was done on the basisl that
~

FR '255 was cited as prior art in the form of the sUbmitte~
f

abstract by a foreign patent office, and its submission wa~

t
required as prior art by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Offire.

Accordingly, the Examiner's suggestion that Applicant has ~

I
s

tfollowling
r
!

arnotl

i
!

If the document is in a language other than
English and the examiner seeks. to rely on that
document, a translation must be obtained so
that the record is clear as to the precise
facts the examiner is relying upon in support
of the rejection. The record must also be
clear as to whether the examiner is relying

-12 -
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,j
lupon the abstract· or the full text document .to

support a rejection. I
I

While Applicant has provided an English abstract ,I the
t

Examiner has neither indicated whether she is relying uponlthis,
!

abstract nor provided a full text translation to support tl1e,
1

the abstract description.

the full text of FR '255 may not support the Examiner's

rejections based on FR'255 as required by MPEP §706.02. ClJarly,,
{

I
!
!

description of the FR '255 container and ay be inconsisten~with
I
1
I

Accordingly, Applicant is unabUe to, ,. I

determine the precise facts the Examiner is relying upon t~
1

support her rejection, and therefore the record is not cle~r.

l
Applicant submits that the finality of the Examirter's

v
I

office action should be withdrawn and a new non-final actiJn be
!
!

provided, accompanied by an indication she is relying on tHe
1
1,

the Examiner is relying to support her rejection.

English abstract or is providing a translation of the FR'2~5

I
reference to enable Applicant to determine the facts upon ~hich

I
f

I
In the meantime, Applicant has chosen to

the Examiner's rejection as best able on the basis

English abstract in order to expedite prosecution.

respond Ito

of the I
I
t

However],

Applicant does not believe that this response in any way

- 13 -

above cited MPEP section.

!,
justifies the final office action by the Examiner based on ~he

i
FR'255 reference, as that would be inappropriate in view ofl the

f,

I
i
I
!
!

i
1
f
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A.pplicant further res.pectively traverses the
. , ., '.

f

t
I
I
t
I

l

ring

being supported by the wire coil.

3.

components of the packaging to better show the individual

§112, first paragraph and second paragraph.

Examiner's objection under 35 U.S.C. §132 that Applicant's \
I
I
f
!

disclosure, objection to the disclosure under 35 U.S.C. §1:tl2,

I
first paragraph, and rejection of claims 9-29 under 35 U.S.IC.

, t·
{
!

I
In this regard, Applicant incorporates by reference,

I
I

its remi'l.rks on page 15, line 10 through line 10 on page 161of.

I
its August 6, 2004 response, wherein Applicant maintains tltat

I
the specification clearly provides the basis for its posit~on

.!
that brake element 12 is clearly engaged to the top end of icoil

t
t

I
tn addition; Applicant notes that elastic band 9 I

!
\

produces a downward force which forces the ring into the w~re

f
coil and there is nothing in the specification or drawing ~hat

!
states the ring is supported by anything except for its !

I
engagement with the coil. Further, the Examiner should no~e the

i
I

fact that the drawings consistently use spacing between th~
I

i
I
f

components of the invention. Eliminating this spacing wou1d

make the figures more difficult to read. Nothing in the i
specification or drawings indicates anything other than thJ

I

August 6, 2004 amendments introduced new matter into the

- 14 -
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, ,

\
Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits that j::he

" " " , ' l'

'l
Examiner's objection under 35 U.S.C. §132, objection to t.hel

disclosure and rejection of claims 9-29 under 35 U.S.C. §11~,

first and second paragraph have now been overcome.

Applicant thanks the Examiner for, her indication hat
l

claims 13, 14, 26 and 28 are allowable subject to ove.rcomfnq her

35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph rejection. In response, ,
1

Applicant has rewritten claims 13, 14, 26 and 28 in indepen~ent

form. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits that claams
1

13, 14, 26 and 28 are now allowable.

The Examiner has further ~ejected claims 9, 11, 1~,

~
20, 22, 27 and 29 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatent~ble

over FR '255 in view of Cirpriani '862 or Whearley '565.

Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection especially as
}

applied to independent claims 9, 22, 27, and 29

Applicant notes that claims 9, 22, 27

I
as amended.!

1
l

and 29 havelbeen

amended to clarify that the welding wire package and weldin~

r
wire formed as a coil are claimed in the combination and thkt

the welding wire is removed through the top opening of the

package.

These amendments 'are based on the Examiner's oommerit;
1

l
on page 4 of her October 26, 2004 Office Action that, "AS l~ng

as the container can hold a welding wire that Applicant haslnot
,\,

claimed in combination, then it is combinable with the secohdary

- 15 -
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. I:
with the package, Applicant submits that FR '255 is now notl

references. ';' As the welding wire

!

is now claimed in combina~ion

combinable with the secondary references. 1
I

This is further supported by the fact that the

abstract of

~,
FR '255, indicates that it is limited to a case fbr

i
cfse.

a

,"
Ther~ is

I

Ii

bulk liquid or powdered products which ar~ emptied by openipg a
, ,

pair of flaps located at the bottom edge of the case.

I

coils which could be removed from an upper opening in the
i

, ,

Indeed, Applicant submits that once liqui~ or powder is

Lntroduced into the oase, flapa , would t seal ed. eliminntrng

any upper opening and precluding the remo~al of any productl
I

no indication whatever that the case could be used for wire'

enclosed in the case through an upper opening as,claimed. As,;
such, Applicant submits that there is no

teaching to first include a wire coil in

motive, incentive 9r

I

, I

h d h i ff e case an t eref ter
1

engage the brake element of either Cipriani or Whearley ove~ the
!
\

coil especially since FR'255 teaches that the liquid or pow~er

product in the case is emptied by opening the pair of flapsl

located at the bottom edge of the case wiithout opening the
I

FR'255 and Cipriani or Whearley can only be based orithe

teaching of Applicant's disclosure as there is no teaching

- 16 -
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what~er ~ the oited ~eferences of assembling ~heele~ent~
• :,' :' " . '" i

di.llcolos&d therein in the ma.-mer propol3eo. by the Exalll:l.ti.er.

li':i.nl'l.1.y. if .the 1:l)<"..amine)O Ina iritaina that FR' 255 has nan

\lPper opening fo~ ",emoving ehe wi:re" I Applicant wou1d noi::e that.

theFR'255 'flapiS a.lo eh.. bottom edge of the,c:a.se crl5!at:e an

edditional opening fol:' :re\llOVing the wire. As suoh, claim 29 as

amended ~s pae..ntable over t~e "itedc:ombina1;ion. as it is

+
?

limited to include only ,the uppel:' ~ening.

Appl:!.cllne crubmits that tile invention is new and

ur.obvious and not discloaed by tM ciced "Xl;. Acco:rdingly.

Applicant respectfully solicits the EKaminer's early review and

iF.llmance of this application.

Applicant submits thao;; the invention is nellt and

unoj,vious and not disclosed by tha cited an. Acco:rdingly.
ji

Applicant :respec~fully solici~~ lOhe Exam~~er'8 early review andl

1psuance of ch1e app~ication.

I

Respecl;f~~y submi:ted,

SROWPX ~ NBI~, P.L.L.C.
AttorneYll for Applioant:. t",j

,
\

IV -;;? I
;By." "1:6 ~ r

No:rman J, Latke2:
Registration No. 19,963

NJL,ma
:relepbona No.: (20Z). 62S-5197
Fac5imi~e No., {202} 737-3528
GIl\DZr\V\V"'d'CPJCr).Ht1.8\l't"O~ ..c .4Qc
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