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April 16, 1996

Re: — USSHN

‘Your reference:
Qur reference: _

r:
Attached please find a FINAL rejection, Papér No;' '
our options in genéral are as follows:

(1) We are permitted after Final Action to file a
pnonse (argument and/or amendment) in order to attempt to

vince the examiner to allow this case, or to place this

1ication 1n better condition for appeal but the examlner may

ose to not enter any amendment which raises new issues

"reqplrlng further consideration or search. ~Also, sometimes the
i . U . : . _

examiner will reguire that reasons be given why the amendments are

. nec ' '

essary and were not earlier presented.

Declarations and exhibits may also be'submittéd after
al rejection. However, unless submitted for purposes of
rcoming a new ground of rejection, the examiner may insist that

howing of good cause be made as to why such a declaration was
_'not

earlier presented.' In this case you may wish to consider such
eclaration to better establish the unobv1ousness of the clalmed

ention over the 01ted prlor art.

the claims as a mattér'bf~right, and also permits the applicant

(2) Filing a continuation apﬁlidation permits amendment'




to submit new declarations or exhibits in support_of patent-

"abiiity We do not recommend filing a continuation application

w1thout first filing an amendment after final rejection, because
fiflng of such a continuation application ‘without first filing a

' response (including amendment).to the final rejection may result
infa'first action final rejection in the continuation application.

But again, as noted we do not have a recommendation on improving

the clainms.

e '(3)_ An appeal may be filed. In general, an appeal
should be taken only when all the pessible desirable amendments

“have been made and all the possible evidence has already been
‘submitted, so usually it is best to file a response, namely option

(1) above. This may be the situation in this case and an appeal
-may be 1n order ' '

_ (4) BefOre.proceeding with any option,.you may want to
.coﬁsider a telephone conference with the Examiner to determine
whether there is a . anything that mlght persuade him to allow the
abpllcatlon

We remind you that filing'a response after final

rejection will not stay the term and will not save the applidation

‘from abandonment, unless such response results in allowance.

Therefore, unless allowance is obtained or we file a Notice of
: i _ _

Apﬁeal or some kind of continuing application before the end of
the full six-month statutory term (after which no further

extensions are pOSSible), the application will become abandoned.

_ ‘The usual three—moﬁth shortened period for reeponse has.
been set for this case, i.e. the last day:of the term (unless |

" extended upon peﬁition and payment of increasingly expensive and
retroactively payabie appropriete late fee) for filing a response

(er'filing a Notice ef Appeal or a continuation application) will




