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Description on our clients"invElntion (die-casl seat back frame and s
cushion frame) wll!l draWings, as marked "A".

Enclosed herewith are the follOWing materials for your study and analysis:
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BROWDY AND NEIMARK, PLL.C, ;UUJRL I 9moo June 21, 2000 (l.O rY
Suite 300 '_"~' ~
624 Ninth Street, NW, ~i_._--
Washington, D.C. 20001-5303 Our Ref: Infg.US.200{SFI~";'i----_

,( ~t~: Mr. Norman J. Latker ..... 'V.R ext.N1 Mr· L~+~tY.
Re: Infringement and'invaiida'!ion'Sludyand Opinion A'lfe y0~

. In rei U.S. Pat. No. 589n68 vs. Our Clients' Invention of .In' S~ i ~
Dear Mr. Latker. (i'ClMI=J·fl."A~IO-' I."· I ?

t/~''''' W, it ." ~. ~ w,t'k .
We are writing to you, as Mr, Roger L. Browdy is not available, requesting Ithat you

please IMMEDIATELY attend to preparing an expertise careful judgement and opinion about
the infringeabllity 01 our clients' invention upon the U.S. Pal. No. 5897168 and the prospect
for invalidating such U.S, patent. This U.S. patent Is now under dispute, as dIscussed

:er. uld a reciate rece/vin our best a Inion letter firstl VI FAX i before
I 2 and secondi receivin the ori inal one via SPECI R befo e

Thank you for your Immediate cooperation for Insuring such arriva~ ­
i
{

Iq
f

r
l(

... . A copy of patent speclficationof the U.S. Patent No. 5897168 in f
question, as marked "X": I

!,
Relevant prior-art references: I

a) a copy of U.S. Patent No. 4673215, as marked "B" I
b) a copy of U.S.Pate~t No. 5328248, as marked "C" !
c) a copy of Japanese u.r!ll. Pub No. 57-81662, as marked "0" alon'g

with the English translation thereof. I
. I

Hereinafter, our clients' invent'ion sh~1I be referred to as " invention "A" ", bnd the
, I

U:S. Pat. No. 5897168 as " USP.168".· .':Regarding the references, the U.S. Pat. Nos,
4~73215 and 5328248 be referred as .".U8P215" and "USP248", respectively, ~nd the
Japanese publication as "JP662". '. ' !
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Conf i rmat i on Report - Memory Send

Time
Tel line
Name

Jul-19-2000 12:56pm
2027373528
BROWDY NEIMARK

Job number 911

Oate Jul-19 12:55pm

To 01181333625950»

Document pages 001

Start time Jul-19 12:55pm

End time Jul-19 12:56pm

Pages sent 001 .'l2:l;;;C1 :>
Status

Job number : 911
0[)4 7JllSa (#)

OK

9: 20 PM:
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Our Ref: Infg_US.200(SF

·"URG-"E\'1 \"
• •• -,O...:.·d e. _ __._,_

In"tw..na'tional Pa'tc!ln-t &. TrllIIdemprk Aeerrts

PATENT SERVICE CORPORATION

Ba'bl'l- S~UdinB" 3'r-c1 Fleor
12-1.0. Takad.anababa 4·Chome

Sbln,iuku.k:,u. T.;'}c.yg. 160

;!~r.i~{~~~~
1--.'\ "

NEIMARK. P.L.L.C. ':~ ~~.:. ....vua... Q G U!l1l1lI

A. -r~'I< hl
1<. T l
A. MI_h1rl

K. V.........~h.
M. O-t-e> (~........o ~.\
H. 1'0'." lOvo Gao.)T.H O

6ROVVCY AND
Suite 300
624 Ninth St.reet, N.vV_
Washinston. D.C. 20001-5303
U.S. A.

,,' Aun: Mr. Norman -1 •. l;S1:ker

\

'" Re: Infringement and " """ :v _, _.............. • • - \- r ~ - -
In reo: 'u·s. Pat. No.5897'168 VB.. oyf Clients· InventIon .....f?- ... ,h ... ~"."""'-A

OearMr.La'1<er. 'CONFJRMATI....· 'j:; ........rc1 ?
VVe areVllrltlng 'to you, illS Mr. Roger L. Brn\N'elY' is no! avai\&ble. requesting itha yo

pllfJl!!ISC INlMe;OIA,TeL.V, ""ttend, La "preparing ,,an eXQertls@ sar@ty, 111dgement pnd 9P1O'9" 'albou't
the tn'frlngesbllity of our" eljQ'nts' Invention upon the U.S. Pat. No. 5897'168 21nd the prospec:ot
for Invalidating $uch U .S~. pa1.ent. ThIs U.S. pat.$nt. It:> now under dlaputm. as dlecussod
Tater. :in Y;J!S appreciate ..§!<?eIY'pg your bMt opIela" lertftr !!grtly VIA FAX ~ Iberfare

22 ,n on ~ . e 0 e a s ,_ b_efore
Thank you for yc:;>ur ,1rT1mQdlatE!l,~operatlon or Insuring .uoh arrival

hEllrewlth\'a~~[lh~i-r~~j~~ihg:~m~!.e:~iatsfor yoYr study and analysis:
-- --_...__.... '..;,..;,;,:~.-- .•.... ,. ..'

De$~r1ptlon on our ~lIents"I;,~e!intion(d(e~castsaatback framo and s'
eu~hJon frame) wftp d.f"!iIWi.n'glS. as marked "A".

: A'copy of~~i~nt;.:is~e:~'fi~ti~·n·~of:·theU~S. Patant ND_ S6S7"1EiS In
question. . ~:"Jn~r~'!7~:; :'~..~r.,- R'e:!'e",ant, prlor-art. r'LEilTer.enees:',

" .". 2-.l·

~.;'-; ". ;" '"

a)
b)
0)

.a copy of U~5.',;Patent.'No.4673216. as marked "6"
SQQpy of U.S. patent."No" 5328248, a~ marked "C" ~
a .;copY of ,.Japanese u.fYJ. PUP No. 57-816G2. as marked "0" al~ng
'\IVith 'the l:.ngUsh.ll"1ElnsIOlltlon ttu,,"n3C1f. .(

HeTelnaft.er~ Dt..lr clients' lnve'~tion shall be 'referred i.o as .. Inventlon "A" .. ~~ and the
U.S•.\Pat. No. 51B971aa a~ .. USP'1es"c. • •. Regardlng the re1'eTence15. the U.S. ~Pat. Nos.
46732"\ 6 anc:ll 5~2a:24a,.I:::!c~ referro$d ~s ."'-!SPZ'15" and "USP2.4S'·. re.p.CI'tlvely~ and the
Japahese pUbllcation QS •• ... pes2... '. . ;:
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K.Y8ITIsd.
M. Gooho (Overseeu Ssc,~

H. I"al \Ovarss... Sec.)
T. Hosokawa

PATENT SERVICE CORPORATION
InternationakPatel1t & Trademark Agents

!
t
I

Telephone :1(03)362-5461
Facsimile '1(03)352-5950

I
Co~n,sl
S.~m:

I. M~rase

K. j»

c~rY
r

~
I ", .'
I
\

Relevant prior-art referen.c.es:

"\, ~</::::;.

A copy of patent specific~tiClh.·oflheU.S. Patent No. 5897168 in
question, as marked "X"f

Enclosed herewith are the fOnbwIng'malerialsfor your study and analysis:

Description on our c1i~l1f~Vi~';ijntIo~(di~.cast seat back frame and s
cushion frame) wjt~ qf!WfiI19~,.i.aSn1arked "A".

I
!
!
!

a) a copy of U.S;..P~tent No. 4673215, as marked "6" I
"- ..... ','''" - ... _. - -- I

b) a copy of U.S. Patent No. 5328248, as marked "O'' !
. - l

c) a copy of JapaneSe U.ryl.pub No. 57-81662, as marked "0" along!
with the English translation thereof. !

- - :~-;\\~~, \)\':":" '- I
Hereinafter, our clients' invent.ion shaH be referred to as " invention "A" ", and the

, ',....,':., -';;' ...... "','-.,'_' ,:" -' . -,',',.'..~'.- ': .-.'.. ..' , t

U.S. Pat. No. 5897168 as "USP168'!.. ;.(.Rt'lgarding the references, the U.S. Patl NoS.
4673215 and 5328248 be refer.red....•.as yi~SP215" and "USP248". respectively, arid the

" ',-:,", -: ,~._ .':-'" .' t
Japanese publication as "JP662". ..'. , ,'. I

n·,'.,. C 'd I I" y r, "....'.. ont ... 1

.l,UfijfJRMAljLi,1 I
,III !

f

.. .
r
((



PATENT SERVICE CORPORATION I
"International Patent & Trademark Agents Telephone :!1031362-5461

K, Yamede Facsimile :'(03)362-5950
M. Gocho (Overseas sec.) .'. • i
H. Iwal (Over.e.. Seo.) Baba Building 3rd Floor eoJnsel
T, Hosokawa 12·10, Takadanobaba 4·Chome SJm;

Shiniuku-ku, Tokyo, 160 I. Mpra.e
A. Tekah..hl ". ' - PAN K. Sato
K. Tekel ",.;._•...J~_~. , I
A, Mizushlrl !';i1 f2 ,Ii" R P \ill [~ ,'\ i

i:~~rJ~·1L~1-iIW I"
~~:~1~i:t~:t~:::~RK'P'L'L.C'II~~:1&9:J~roe 21, 2000 C:'--l-f_P_Y__
Washington, D.C. 20001-5303 :",;"""-,,~,~_.-,,,wm:rf"Ref: Infg.US.200(SF __I!-1---_

,\U. ~t~: Mr. Norman J. Latker VRCrt:N1 My ·ll'lt~tY.
, • Re: Infringement and Invalidation Study and Opinion AVe,f'f 0 fA

1

In re: U.S. Pat. Nd.5897168 vs. Our Clients I Invention f' n1i S~" f'\")
Dear Mr. Latker: t~ONF.IRMATIO.' ~~ I "1,rk (>

.' " ' ,
We are writing to you, as Mr,q~oger'L Browdy is not available, requesting th~t you

please IMMEDIATELY attend to preparing~n expertise careful judgement and opinion[about
the infringeability of our clients' invention lIPon the U.S. Pat. No. 5897168 and the pr~spect
for invalidating such U.S. patent., This U.S. patent is now under dispute, as dis~ussed

er, oJe would anoreclate receivlnavour best ooinion letter. flnotly VIA FAX. before

'. .GD;i,~F1RMAl UJi~
~' , , , .

Thank you for your immediate cooperation for insuring such arrival.

Description on our clients'. invention (die-cast seat back frarne and s
cushion frame) with draw;l~gs. as marked "A",

A copy of patent specmcatiol;!of the U.S. Patent No. 5897168 in
question, as marked")X~\ '

Enclosed herewith are the following materials for your study and analysis:

Jutv 22..2ll00..Jand secondlv receivina the original one via SPECIAL AIR COl JRIER before

I

~
I ,.
I •,
I
~

!
, 'i"_ !

Relevant prior-art referencesr; ' I
I

a) a copy of U.S. pate~t,No. 4673215, as marked "B" !
b) a copy of U.S. patf3llt~o. 5328248, as marked "C" I
c) a copy of Japane~e U;M. Pub No. 57-81662, as marked "0" along1

with the English translation thereof. 1

I
!

Hereinafter. our clients' invention shall be referred to as " invention "A" ", aOd the
'" 1

U.S. Pat. No, 5897168 as "USP168". Regarding the references, the U.S, Pat] Nos.
t4673215 and 5328248 be referred a\%h"USP215" lind "USP248". respectively, a~d the

Japanese pubtlcetlon as "JP662". - I

Cont'd...1 !
!
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June 21, 2000

'..!

'-';' "

. .

r» ..
~~O/J{r-

.1Vr:/Jt/.J.i. ) .....r: very truly,

'4t1{JJI' .rr/I)'~:!eC '/fL/Pf..p-
ho Director,'MGQ.c I

'eas SectionOvers

With best regards,

,
We look forward to your valuaqle,.orf on flrstlv VIA FAX BEFORE JULY 22, 2000,

and secondl via SEPCIAL AIR COURIER. are Jul 27 2000. ~ . I

BROWDY AND NEIMARK, P.L.L.C.
Mr. Norman J. Latker.
Page 5
I...

I

\

(.~Nf:lflA1. \
. . '4110~. I

We would like you to carefully study the above-noted polnts as well as the att~ched

documents. You may present any explicit, honest opinions if you have any other effective
J

suggestions or possible breakthrough to the contrary, after reviewing each of our opimions.
I

As usual, this opinion should be duly prepared in the privileged confidential statementform.
We expect your excellent analysis and keen opinion on this matter for the sake of our clients'
important rights. At the same time, we welcome your honest opinion for determining the,
infringeability points of the invention "A" and a prospect for success in invalidating the
USP168 in question. " I

On this case also, we are strq'ngly asked by our clients to maintain your Itotal
charges within US$ 4.000.00. Thus, you' kind coopratlon to limit your total charge~ not
above U$ 4,000.00. while keeping your hlgfCgJlility \Norks will be highly appreciate\d, in
view of our many new cases and long good business relation as well as for the sake ot our
clients. I

,. ". t
.>j " ;:,~~,. , -' 1

If you have any inquiry on this;matleri' please immediately By FAA let 1I11 111'18':;' i
:;;.:- " ,

MG/rs:OS.PASCO
. Encls.

1

• "t"l2 ,:
~A s..:
~~' ... ' .••.........'~#?4·).;·

'.(1J~



PATENT SERVICE CORPORATION

Baba Building 3rd Floor
12,10, Takadanobaba 4-Chome

Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, 160

BROWDY AND NE'MAR~ef: Infg.US.200(SF)

URG-tN ~
- -~_ ..-

International Patent & Trademark Agents

BROWDY AND NEIMARK PL~illl ~r:/~., ~1001 June 21, 2000

Suite 300
624 Ninth Street, NW.
Washington, D.C. 20001-5303
U. S. A.

Attn: Mr. Norman J. Latker

A. Takahashi
K. Takei
A. Mizushiri

K. Yamada
M. Gocho(Overseas Sec.)

H.·lwai (Overseas Sec.)
T. Hosokawa

Enclosed herewith are the following materials for your study and analysis:

A copy of patent specification of the U.S. Paten!
question, as marked "X".

Relevant prior-art references:



..-'~" ,,-,.,

K. Yam.da
M. Gocho (Ov a. Soc.)
H. ~v.1 (Ov sec.)
T.Hosokawa

A. Takahashi
K. Tak.i
A. Mlzushiri

PATENT SERVICE CORPORATION
International Patent & Trademark Agents

Baba Building 3rd Floor
12·10, Takadanobaba 4·Choroe

Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo. 160
JAPAN

ToloPhono;: (Q3)362.&401
Facsimil. f: (03)362-5950

June 23, 2000BROWDY AND NEIMARK, ~Q..f. CC ~ a~ IE rD\
Suite 300 In. ';llS!\
624 Ninth Street, N.w. U. I .~ 23 J '
Washington. D.C. 20001·530 r),c:,/} ..•. ..•.. .\P~ ~ur Ref: Infg.US.200(SF)
U. S. A. L_i~i\~_':_'!~ i ut l_L.~L!_:!.~_J_~1SJ

Attn: Mr. Norman J. Latker

Re: Infringement and lnvaltdatlon Study and Opinion
In re: U.S. Pal. No. 5897168 vs. Our Clients' Invention

Dear Mr. Latker:

We confirm having sent you our instructions on the above case, as
attached front page of our June 21, 2000 which is now in transit to your office.

This is URGENT and IMPORTANT, requiring your careful and immediate
leller, firstly via fax before July 22, 2000.

We wish you to immediately attend to this matter upon receipt of such our
2000 instruction letter.

Could 'lou please BY RETURN FAX acknowledge receipt of this letter.

r
\,
.. .

MG/rs:OS.PASCO
Encls.

Yours very truly,

;1114
M. Gocha, Director,
Overseas Section

r
--rACKNOWLEDGED

WITH THANKS
BROWOY &NE/MARK P.L.L.C.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001'5303L _

\



Con firma t i on Rapo r t - Mamo ry San d
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Job number 706

Time
Tel line
Name

Jun-13-1000 01:53pm
1016181089
BROWOY ANO NEIMARK

Oate Jun-13 01:51pm

To 01181333615950

Document pages DOl

Start time Jun-13 01:51pm

. oo~ 6fl23B l~) \0:\2 PM

Status

End time

P. \

T"~h_ ~ (03)362-&4S1
F.caOl!mll.. ~ '0:5)3fl2-&860

Coun'li$l
s.lIlnv.

'.Mur_o
K.. $&'D

*** SEND SUCCESSFUL ***

Ini:erna"t'ional Pa'tent & TradefTIark Agents

Saba Building: 3rd Floor
12.1.0~ Takadanobaba 4-Chome

Shinjuku""ku. Tokyo. 160
JAPA.N

DOl

OK

Jun-13 01:53pm

PATENT SERVICE CORPORATION

: 706

~,.... .• .r..-

1<. Vutno::ocko-
M. Gco",ho '0_...... Sooc:.l
H. 1__1 10.....'-_ a.-.)

T. HOGo1c4_

A. TIlIkRhflOlilhl
t<. T elo
A.Mlz. hl.1

Pages sent

Job number

Q

E1ROVVDV AND NEIMARK.4~ (G re. nYl ~. \~D·U\ .June 23. 2000
SUiter 300 . 2IJJO.
624 Nlnu, street. N.VV. JUN 2. 3 .
Washingt.an. D.c. 20001-530 _•. __ . <". ,_,_, '.... RK ~ur Re1': Int'g.US.200(SF)
U. S. A. . 8RO\i'iUY c. .. ~""·"::'ll"'."""",.

AUn: Mr. Norman J. La'tker

Re: Infrh'l.gement and Invalidation Study and Opinion
In ra: U S. Pat. No 6897168 VS. Our c"@nts • Inventlpn

Dear Mr. Lat.k.er:

opinion

P$ per theWe confirm having sent you our Instruc.tions on the above case,
attached fmnt page of oUT' June 21,2000 whlch Is;. now in transit to your office •

This Is URGENT end IMPORTANT. reqUiring your careful and
letter, flnii:\ly via 'fax b6Jfol'"e~uly22, 2000.

W. 'W"ish you to immedlately attend to this matter upon receipt of SUlGh ~ur ~une 21,
2.000 'instl"Uct.ian letter. '

Could yay please BV RETURN FAX aCknowledge rec@lpt of this tetter.

Q

1"
, J

•

MG/ra:OS.PASCO
Encls.

Yours very truly.

/JY?4
M. Gocho. Director,
Oversqlllil$ Section

ACKNOWLEDGED
W/TH THANKS

BROWDY & NEE/MARK P.L.to.G,
WAsHINGTON,aoo. 20001--5303
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International Patent & Trademark Agents

PATENT SERVICE CORPORATION

Relevant prior-art references:

A copy of patent specification of the U.S, Patent No. 5897168 in
question, as marked "X".

",- ...~-" ·v

I
T.lephOn. : (01'1362-5461
Fac.imll. : 10fl1362-5950

I
Baba BUilding 3rd Floor counkl

f
12.10, Takadanobaba 4·Chome s.a1'"

Sh' . k k Tko 160 I. Mur."'eIn)u U'", a Y , K. SolO

~E: ro1l[e rcm~'~1 _+1_----.,
.' J.ll 23 lllll Ill:!I, J,", 21, 2000 \ cA rY

624 Ninth Street, N.W. i Di'lU··J'i\) ( & i\J( iliiL\i\l\ I l; 1-.

Washington, D.C. 20001-5303 Our Ref: Infg.US.200(SF) I

U. SAt~: Mr. Nornum J. Latker UR~1:N1 .i
i

Re: Infringement and Invalidation Study and Opinion I
In re: U.S. Pat. No. 5897168 vs. Our Clients' Invention !

t
Dear Mr. Latker: I

We are writing to you, as Mr. Roger l. Browdy is not available, requesting t~at you
please IMMEDIATELY attend to preparing an expertise careful jUdgement and opiniorn about
the infringeability of our clients' invention upon the U.S. Pat. No. 5897168 and the prospect
for invalidating such U.S. patent. This U.S. patent is now under dispute, as diicussed
later. We would appreciate receiving your best opinion letter, firstlX VIA FAX, ,before
Ny 22. 2Q,Q9, and secondly receiving the original one via~CQ~,.befo..cr

Jyly 27, 2000. Thank you for your immediate cooperation for insuring such arriVal.!

Enclosed herewith are the following materials for your study and analysis: !\
i

Description on our clients' invention (die-cast seat back frame and seat! , ,
cushion frame) with drawings, as marked "A". I ••

i

!
I
i

I
1
I

a) a copy of U.S. Patent No. 4673215, as marked "B" j
b) a copy of U.S. Patent No. 5328248, as marked "C" i
c) a copy of Japanese U.M, Pub No, 57-81662, as marked "0" alohg

with the English translation thereof. I
!

Hereinafter, our clients' invention shall be referred to as " invention "A" ", Iand the
U.S. Pat. No. 5897168 as "USP168". Regarding the references, the U.S. Rat. Nos.
4673215 and 5326246 be referred as "USP215" and "USP248", respectively,1 and the
Japanese publication as "JP662", I

Cont'd...1 I
1
!

K, v.moda
M, Gocho lOv.'•••• Soc.)
H. \wai (ov...... sac,)
T. Hosokawa
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International Patent & Trademark Agents

Baba Building 3rd Floor
12-10, Takadanobaba 4-Chome

Shinluku-ka, Tokyo, 160
JAPAN

PATENT SERVICE CORPORAIIUI~

Re: Infringement and Invalidation Study and Opinion
In re: U.S. Pat. No. 5897168 vs. Our Clients' Invention

Attn: Mr. Norman J. Latker LBROWDY & NEIMARK

We confirm having sent you our instructions on the above case,
attached front page of our June 21, 2000 which is now in transit to your office.

Dear Mr. Latker:

BROWDY AND NEIMARK, P.l.L.C. June 23, 2000

Suite 300 ~7~-624 Ninth Street, NW. 0 lE ~ fE D all~ ~
Washington, D.C. 20001-5303 1~1{~)II. r Ref: Infg.US.200(SF)
U. S. A. I .. 23 3D) Il!JI

A, Takehashl
K. Takel
A. Mlzushlrl

K. Yamada
M. <locho (Ovarseas sec,)
H. Iwal (Overseas Sec.)
T. Hosokawa

I
This is URGENT and IMPORTANT, requiring your careful and immediat~ opinion

leiter, firstly via fax before July 22, 2000. I'

i
We wish you to immediately attend to this matter upon receipt of such ourIJune 21,

2000 instruction letter. 1
I

Could you please BY RETURN FAX acknowledge receipt of this letter.

"'f"~'-"--'- -

r,,
.. .

MG/rs:OS.PASCO
Encls.

Yours very truly,

;7114
M. Gocho, Director,
Overseas Section



BROWDY AND NEIMARK, P.L.l.
Suite 300
624 Ninth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20001-5303
U. S. A.

Attn: Mr. Norman J. Latker

\~
(..'

K. Yamade
M.Gocho (Ove..ees sao.)
H. IV/al (OVe""eesac.)
T. HosoKawa

A.Takahashi
K. Takel
A. Mlzushlrl

PATENT SERVICE CORPORATION
International Patent & Trademark Agents

Baba Building 3rd Floor
12-10, Takadanobaba 4·Chome

Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, 160
JAPAN

TalePhone!: (031362·54Ej1
Fecslmlle !: (031362-5950

;
c!>unsel
S. Em:

1. MttBse
a
~. Soto

dorY

if
We are writing to you, as Mr. Roger L. Browdy is not available, requesting ~hat you

please IMMEDIATELY attend to preparing an expertise careful judgement and opiniGn about
the infringeability of our clients' invention upon the U.S. Pat. No. 5897168 and the prospect
for invalidating such U.S. patent. This U.S. patent is now under dispute, as discussed
later. We would appreciate receiving your best opinion letter. firstly VIA FAX.i before
:JM!x 22. 20~, and secondly receiving the original one via SPECIAUJa CQU~R before

P . . ~;4

Jyly 27. 2000., Thank you for your immediate cooperation for insuring such arrival"

Enclosed herewith are the following materials for your study and analysis:

Description on our clients' invention (die-cast seat back frame and seat
cushion frame) wittl drawings, as marked "A". j

A copy of patent specification of the U.S. Patent No. 5897168 in
question, as marked "X".

Relevant prior-art references:

, ,.
••

a) a copy of U.S. Patent No. 4673215, as marked "B"
b) a copy of U.S. Patent No. 5328248, as marked "C" I
c) a copy of Japanese U.M. Pub No. 57-81662, as marked "0" al~ng

with the English translation thereof.

Hereinafter, our clients' invention shall be referred to as " invention "A" ",I and the
U.S. Pat. No. 5897168 as "USP168". Regarding the references, the U.S. pat. Nos.
4673215 and 5328248 be referred as "USP215" and "USP248", respectively! and the
Japanese publication as "JP662".

Cont'd...1

I
j

--- .-j .



Re: Infringement and Invalidation Study and Opinion
In rei U.S. Pat. No. 5897168 vs. Our Clients' Invention

Dear Mr. Latker:

>-0 I I

June 21, 2000

Baba Building 3rd Floor
12·10, Takadanobaba 4·Chome

Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, 160

BROWDY AND NE'M8~Mef: Infg.US.200(SF)

URG-1:Nl-

International Patent & Trademark Agents

'fY\~1~~ ('IJ fIAt )
PATENT SERVICE CORP~~k\IOI\f CM'S ~t"Y'-'

j

TelePhOn~.: (03)362-5461
FaCSimile! : {03)362-5950

"
¢ounsel
~, Em:

1.!Murase
~. Sato

I
i

I
!
I
I

!-"I
I,
!
j

We are writing to you, as Mr. Roger L. Browdy is ~ot available, requesting that you
please IMMEDIATELY attend to preparing an expertise careful judgement and opinioh about
the infringeability of our clients' invention upon the U.S. Pat. No. 5897168 and the Rrospect
for invalidating such U.S. patent. This U.S. patent is now under dispute, as diJcussed

I

later. We would appreciate receiving your best opinion letter, firstly VIA FAX, ! before
JUI~ 22.2000, and secondly receiving the original one via SPECIAL AJR CQUR!!=iR before

Jyly 27, 2000. Thank you for your immediate cooperation for 'i;:;-suring such arriva~'1 \ •

Enclosed herewith are the following materials for your study and analysis: !
I
j:

Description on our clients' invention (die-cast seat back frame and seat I , ,
cushion frame) with drawings, as marked "A". ! • .,

f
1
f

Suite 300
624 Ninth Street, NW.
Washington, D.C. 20001-5303
U. S. A.

Attn: Mr. Norman J. Latker

A. Takahashi

K. Take; 'illli? fIll-A MIZU,hIT; D 15 ~ ~ n Wi ~

BROWDY AND NEIM>l"CP[~ r JlJH 26 3lIO 1m

K, Yamada
M. Gocho (Overseas Sec.)
H. Iwai (Overseas Sec.)
T. Hosokawa

-
/~

A copy of patent specification of the U.S. Patent No. 5897168 in
question, as marked "X".

Relevant prior-art references:

,

a) a copy of U.S. Patent No. 4673215, as marked "B"
b) a copy of U.S. Patent No. 5328248, as marked "c" I

_.. c) a copy of Japanese U.M. Pub No. 57-81662, as marked "D" along
with the English translation thereof. I

"

....•:
......-

Hereinafter, our clients' invention shall be referred to as " invention "A" ", ~~lF:the
j "",';':~':;:.';

U.S. Pat. No. 5897168 as "USP168". Regarding the references, the U.S. P~t.;~os.
r "-:"0.:.0;;

4673215 and 5328248 be referred as "USP215" and "USP248", respectively, 1nd·:the
Japanese publication as"JP662".i;

C 'd { t:ont ... 1,



June 21, 2000

(1) Infringeability of our clients' invention "A" on the USP168
(>_ '~"! IV c.'

Please determine whether the invention "A" may be infringed on
claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 9, 11 and 12 of the USP168, or not. This is a first
concer~~f o~r ~lients'~ ..

The following two points are our major concerns:

'~9~DY AND NEIMARK, P.L.L.C.
~"-'r:'Norman J. Latker.

page 2
I...

(2) Invalidation possibility of the USP168

Is it possible to invalidate all the claims of the USP168 by relying on
the foregoing three references USP215, USP248 and JP662? Our
clients wish to know a firm basis for invalidation of the USP168.

Y"

U!; Our opinions regarding the USP168

~e
I We will set forth our opinions for all the claims of USP168 in sequences below.

1) Claim 1

1ft
t:,

We would fear that the invention "A" seems to be structurally identical tb the
Claim 1, except that the central web (1a) of lateral frame section (1)
is inclined outwardly as shown in Figs. 1 (b) and 1 (c). Please ~rlvi",p'

whether the invention "A" will infringe on this Claim 1 or not.

5
iC

On the other hand, we are of the opinion that the Claim 1 can be inyalidated
by showing the combination of the USP215 and USP248. What is vout own
opinion about that?

2) Claim 2

We would fear that the lower crossbar section (3) of invention "A" seems to
be identical to the lower tie-rod (8) claimed in the Claim 2. However, ! the

illustrated configuration of such lower die-rod (8) is in the form of a
expanded flat plate, in contrast to the lower crossbar section (3)
relatively narrow band shape.

,

Cont'd...I} .,,';:;.



r
Since the framework of invention "A" does not include any cover (sa) for

transfer rod and any upholstery hooks (16), we are of the opinion that Hie.
invention "A" does not infringe on thoseCTarms 3 and 4. Also, we expect
that the combination of the USP215 and USP248 will invalidate the claimsl3
and 4. I

1

On the other hand,
suppose.

3) Claims 3 and 4

June 21, 2000

the Claim 2 can be invalidated by the USP248,

~
f
t
I

t
}

f
!

4)

6) Claims 7 and 8

5)

Claim 5

f
The invention "A" has a thickened part (1c-1 or 1c-z) formed at the e~ge of

flange portion (1b) . The thickened part is of course of a large thickness
relative to the flange and web portions (1b ) (1a), which we believe wduld
be different from the lip (4a) stated in the Claim 5 and thus a basis for~voiding
infringement on the Claim 5. Also, we expect that the USP248 can ibe used,
as a material for invalidation of the same Claim 5. I

! .0 .

. I
Claim 6 I
We would admit that the invention "A" includes plural apertures (4h,! 3h) , as

descried therein, which can correspond to those (11, 12) described in!this
Claim 6, and thus there may exit an infringement on that claim. But,}Ne
presume that the Claim 6 might be invalidated by showing the ccmbinatlcn of
USP248 and JP662. f

}

!
I
I

Apparently, the invention "A" has no identical structure to the specific
I

parts (17) in the side pieces as claimed in the Claims 7 and 8. Hence,,
we believe that any infringement could not be established in that regarq.
But, we expect that those two claims can be invalidated by the USP218.

t
1

, !
Cont d...1 I



ROWDY AND NEIMARK, P.L.L.C.
Mr. Norman J. Latker.
Page 4
I...

8) Claim 10

June 21, 2000

The invention "An has a pair of upper and lower casting sprues (6) (~ ).
As seen from the drawings, the upper casting sprue (6) is disposed i~ the
central point of upper crossbar section (2) whereas the lower casting ~prue

(7) disposed in the central point of lower cross bar section (3 ). T~is
vertical central arrangement is different from the locations of casting spr~es as
defined in the Claim 10. Such casting sprue is described as being designated,
by (18) which however can not be found in the drawings of USP168.1 Our
opinion is therefore that any infringement will not be comprised in this r~spect.

We also presume that the Claim 10 can be invalidated by both USP215 land
I

USP248. What is your opinion? .!,

9) Claims 11 and 12

We fear that the invention "An seem identical to what are defined in t~ose
method claims 11 and 12. Thus, infringeability of the invention "A" i may
possibly be comprised in this particular aspect upon those two claims. I But,
invalidation of both claims 11 and 12 can be made on the basis of the (JSP248.
What is your opinion on those points.

Cont'd...1

- ---------~~~~



June 21, 2000

t

I
{
1·

I
)\

f
I
I

We would like you to carefully study the above-noted points as well as the a~ached
documents. You may present any explicit, honest 'opinions if you have any other e~ective

suggestions or possible breakthrough to the contrary, after reviewing each of our opinions,
.\'

As usual, this opinion should be duly prepared in the privileged confidential statement form.
We expect your excellent analysis and keen opinion on this matter for the sake of our 6lients'
important rights, At the same time, we welcome your honest opinion for deterrnininq the
infringeability points of the invention "A" and a prospect-for success in invalidati~g the
USP168 in question, -;.. I

1
}

On this case also, we are strongly asked by our. clients to maintain. yoJr total
charges within US$ 4,000.00. Thus, you kind coopraiion to limit your total chardes not
above U$ 4,000.00. while keeping' yo'urhigh quality works will be highly appreci~ted, in
view of our many new cases and long good bUSiness relation as well as for the sakelof our

. ' I
clients. :

'..",-, f
1

If you have any inquiry on this matter, please immediately BY FAX let us know.
I
t

We look forward to your valuable opinion firstly VIA FAX BEFORE JULY 221 2000,
and secondly via SEPCIAL AIR COURIER before July 27, 2000.

'BROWDY AND NEIMARK, P.L.L.C.
Mr. Norman J. Latker.
Page 5
I...

I'

With best regards,

P( e~~e C(JY\.f' '(WI.

t1 '( R~ ruR.I'J 17V\.

MG/rs:OS.PASCO
Encls.

t

Yours lie'ry truly,

111;$
M. Gocho, Director,
Overseas Section


