§ was opposed. Every great new invention was denounced. The
f first motor was considered foolish. The airplane was consid

'.: Anestbesm was considered sinful. But the men of unborrowed -
E vision went ahead. They fought they suﬁered and they pazd.

the moments when, in loneliness, a man thinks of the bright
words he could have said, but had not found, and hates those
who robbed him of his ,courage. The misery of knowing how
strong and able oneis'in one’s own mind, the radiant picture
never to.be made real. Dreams? Self-delusion? Or a murdered
reality, unborn, killed by that corroding emotion without name
—I{ear—need—dependence—hatred?

Roark stood before them as each man stands in the inno-
cence of his own mind. But Roark stood like that before a
hostile crowd—and they knew suddenly that no hatred was
possible to bim. For the flash of an instant, they grasped the
manner of his consciousness. Each asked hlrnself do I peed
anyone's approval?—does it matter?>—am I tied? And for that
instant, each man was free—free enough to feel benevolence -
for every other man in the room.

It was only = moment; the moment of. silence when Roark
was about to speak.

“Thousands of years ago, the first man discovered how to
make fire. He was probably burned at the stake he had taught
his brothers to Iight. He was considered an evildoer who had
dealt with a demon mankind dreaded. But thereafter men had

“fire to keep them warm, to cook their food, to light their caves.

He had left them a gift they had not conceived and he had X’
lifted darkness off the earth. Centuries later, the first man in- %
vented the wheel. He was probably torn on the rack he had
taught his brothers to build. He was considered a transgressor
who ventured into forbidden territory. But thereafter, men
could travel past any horizon. He had left them a gift they had
nrot conceived and he had opened the roads of the world., -

“That man, the unsubmissive and first, stands in the open- .
ing chapter of every legend mankind has recorded about its
beginning. Prometheus was chained to a rock.and torn by
vultures—because he had stolen the fire of the gods. Adam was
condemned to suffer—because he had eaten the fruit of the tree .
of knowledge. Whatever the legend, somewhere in the shadows - -
of its memory mankind knew that its glory began wzth one .
and that that one paid for his courage. - '

“Throughout the centuries there were men who took’ ﬁrst
steps down new Toads armed with nothing bt their own

vision. Their goals differed, but they all had this in commons
¢ that the step was first, the road new, the vision unborrowed,-

and the response they recezved—hatred The great creators— .
the thinkers, the artists, the scientists, the mventors—w—stoodm
alone against the men of theu' time. Every great new thought .

ered impossible.” The power loom was considered vicious,

But they WOIL.




- *No creator was prompted by a desire to serve hxs brothers,
for his brothers rejected the gift he offered and that  gift -
destroyed the slothful routine of their lives. His truth-was his
only motive. His own truth, and his own work to achieve it in
‘his own way. A symphony, a book, an engine, a phﬂosophy, an
- airplane or a building—that was his goal and his life. N

- those who heard, read, operated, believed, flew or inhabited the.
- thing he had created. The creation, not its users. The creation,

not the benpefits qthers derived from it. The creation which

. gave form to his truth. I-Ie heid his truth above all thmgs and
agalnst all men. ° .

. “HMis vision, his strength his courage came from hls own
spirit. A man’s spirit, however, is his self. That entity which is
‘his consciousness. To thmk, to feel, to ]udge to act are. func-
" tions-of the ego..

.. “The creators were not selfless. It is the Who].e secret of their
Apower—-—that it was self-sufficient, self-motived, self-generated..

- The cieator served nothing and no one. He lived for himseif, -
“And only by living for bimself was he able to achieve the

things which are the glery of mankind. Such.is the nature of
achievement. .- -
;- “Man cannot sumve except th.roug,h his mmd I—Ie comes on
earth unarmed. His brain i§ his only weapon. Animals obtain
food by force. Man has no ¢laws, no fangs, no horns, no great
streng& of muscle. He must plant his‘food or hunt it, “To plant,
- he needs-a process of thought. To hunt, he needs weapons, and
" to make weapons-—a process of thought. From this simplest
. mecessity to the highest religious abstraction, from the wheel 1o
- the skyscraper, everything we are and everything we have
comes from a smgle atttibute of- mane—the functlon of his
reasoning mind, - - - -
~ -.“But the mind is an attnbute of the mdmdual There is no
such thing as a collective brain. There is no. such thing as'a:
.collective thought. An agreement reached by a group of men’
.is only a compromise or an average drawn upon many indi
-vidual thoughts. It is a secondary consequence. The primary’
. act—the process of reason—must be performed by each man
alone. We can divide a meal among many men. We cannot..
" digest it ina co]lecﬁve stomach. No man can use his Tungs to
breathe for ariother man. No man can use his brain to think
“for another.” All the functions of body and splnt are pnvate.
Tbey cannot be shared or transferred,” -~ .

. “We inherit the products of the thought of Other men. “We
inherit the wheel. We make a cart. The cart becomes an auto-
mobile, The automobile becomes an airplane. But all through

‘of ‘their thinking. The moving force is the creative faculty

A first cause, a fount of energy, a Iife force, = Prime Mover, |

the process what we receive from others 1s only the end product;

which takes this product as material, uses it and originates the-,
next step This creatwe faculty cannot be gwen or. Ie:cswed,
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shared or borrowed Tt belongs to smgle individual men. That
which it creates is the property of the creator. Men learn from o _'
_one another. But all learning is only. the exchange of material. - =
"No man can give another the capacity to think. Yet thaI
capacxty is our only means of survival *- - -

- “Nothing is given to man on earth. Eveqrthmg he needs has
to be produced, ‘And here man faces his basic alternative: he:
can survive in only one of tWo ways—by the independent work
.of his own mind or as a parasite fed by the minds of ofhers
The creator originates. The parasite borrows: The creator faces.
" mature; a.lone. The paras:te faces nature through an - inter-
mediary. - :
-z *“The creatorr.§ coricern is the conquest of nature. The para.-
site’s concern’ is’the conquest of men. :
- “The creator lives'for his work, He needs no other men, H;s
primary goal is within himself, The parasite fives second-hand
He needs othefs. Others become his prime motive.:.. . -

- “The basig need.of the creator is independence. The reason
ing mind cannot‘work under any form of compulsion. It can-:
. not be curbed, sacrificed or subordinated to any consideratjon:
" whatsoever. It demands total independence in function and i in
motive, To a creator; all relations with men are secondary. -

" . “The basic need of the second-hander is to secure his ties
with men in order to be fed. He places relations first, He de- e
clares that man emsts m order to serve others. He preachm i
altruisor. -

“Altruisi is the doctrme which dema.nds that man lzve for
others ‘and place others above self. ';

“No man can live fof another. He cannot share I:us s;nnt ]ust 3
as he cannot share his body. But the second-hander has used !
altruism as a weapon of exploitation and reversed the base of -

_ concept of servility of the spirit? The conquered slave has a.

“He ' degrades the dignity of man and he degrades the con-—

mankind’s moral principles, Men have been taught every pre-
" cept that destroys the creator. Men have been taught depen-
dence as a virtne, s <

"~ “The ‘man who attempfs to 11ve for others is a dependen
He “is: a parasitc in motive and makes parasites-of . those he
serves, The re!ahonshlp produces nothing but mutudl corrup-.
tion. It is impossible in concept. The nearest approach to it'in
reality—the man who Hves to serve others—is the slave. If-
physical slavery is repulsive, how much more Tepulsive is the

vestige of honor, He has the merit of having resisted and of
" considering his condifion evil. But the man who enslaves him-
self voluntarily in the name:of 1ové is the basest of creatures.

ception of love. But this is the essence of altruism. = ;-
~-“Men  have ‘been taught . that the highest virtue is not to
achieve, but to’ give. Yet one cannot give that which has not’
been created, Creation comes before distribution-—or there will .
be nothmg to dxstnbute. _The need of the creator contes before

A




- duced above the man who made the gifts possible. We: praise-
an act of charity. We shrug at an act of achievement.

.the suffering of others. But suffering is a disease. Should one
- that the ]:ughest test.of virtue is.to.make suffering the most im-

‘in order that he may be virtoous. Siich is the nature of altruisoe.
The creator is not concerned with disease, but with life, Yet the

anotber, in man's body and spirit, and brought. more Tehef
from suﬁ'enng than any altruist could ever conceive. Ut

others. But the creator is the man who disagrees, Men have
"~been taught that it is a virtue to swim with the current. But the
creator i8 the man who goes against the current. Men have
been taught that it is a virtue to stand together. But the creator
is the man who stands alone.
“Men have been taught that the ego is the synonym of evﬂ
) and selflessness the ideal of virtue. But the creator is the egotist
in the absolute sense, and the selfless man is the one who does.
not think, feel, judge or act. These are functions of the self. -

"perverted and man has been left no alternative—and no frees’

- -sacrifice of others to self. “Altruism—the sacrifice of self to’
nothing but a choice of pain: his own pain:borne for the sake:

When it was added that man must find joy in self-immolation,

the trap was closed. Man was forced to accept masochism’ as:

his ideat——under the threat that sadism was his only alternative.

T]JJ.S was the greatest fraud ever perpetrated on mankind.. ;
“This was the device by which dependence and suﬁ”ermg

‘were perpetuated as fundamentals of life. -

{" “The choice is not self-sacrifice or domination. The choice’

code of the second-hander. This is the basic issue. It rests upon

‘on the needs of the reasoning mind which allows man to sur-
" vive. The code of the second-haunder is built on the necds of a
" mind incapablé of survival. ARl that which proceeds from:
“man’s independent egois good. All that Wh]Ch proceeds from
" man’s dependence upon men is evil, -

fices others. He is the man who stands above the need of using
others in any manner. He does not functxon through them. He

the need of any poss:ble beneficiary. Yot we are taught to ad- '
mire the second-hander who dispenses gifts he has not pro-
~= “Men have been taught that their first concern is to, relieve
come upon it, one ries {o give relief and assistance. To make -

_portant part of life. Then man must wish fo see others suffer—
" work of the creators has eliminated one form of. dlsean."‘ after -

“Men have been taught that it is a virtue to agree ‘with

“IHere the basic reversal is most deadly. The issue has been': :

dom. As poles of good and ‘evil, he was offered two concep~'
tions: egotism and_altruism.- Eﬂotlsm was held to mean.-the-

others. This tied man irrevocably to other men and left him:

of others or pain inflicted upon others for the sake of self..

- 1s independence. or dependence, The code of the creator or the:

_the alternative of life or death. The code of the creator is built -

" -“The egotist in the absolute sense is not the man Who sacn- 3.




_only form of brotherhood and mutual respezt possﬂ)le between. ‘

‘ordinate his work to their’ wishes. They need him, but they do .-

‘slave to master, or victim to executioner,

: demgn, They work together by free agreement and each is fre: =

‘steel, glass and concrete until he touches them. What he does

-what he wishes, prowded his wish does not. depend prmzarfly.

‘sphere of the gangster, the altruist and the dictator.

_exist entirely through ‘the persons of others. Their gnal is ia

is not concerned thh tbem in any primary matter. Not in his”
aim, not in his motive, not in his thinking, not in his desu‘es, :
not'in the sonrce of his energy. He does not exist for any other
man—and he asks Do other man to exist for him, This is the

men. .

“Degrees of ability vary, but the baslc pri 1nc1p]e remains the -
same: the degree of a man’s independence, injtiative and per- -
sonal love for his work determines his talent as a worker and -
his worth as a man. Independence is the only gauge of human
virtue and vaJue. What a man I8 and makes of himself; not
what he has“@k hasn’t done for others. There is ho substitute
for personal dignity. Theze is no standa,rd of personal dlgmty
except independence;: -

- *“In all proper relats-onsmps there is no sacrifice of anyome
to anyone. An'architeci needs clients, but he does not sub-

pot order a hause just to give Him a commission. ‘Men exchange
their work by free, mutual consent-to mutual advantage when -
their personal intérests agree and they both desire the exchan ge, -
If they do not desire it, they are not forced to deal with each
other. They seek further. This is the only possible form. of
relationship between equals, Anything else is-a re]anon of

“No work is ever done collectively, by a ma]orlty demsmn.
Every creative job is achieved under the guidance of a single
individual thought, An architect Tequires 4 great many men. to
erect his building. But he does not ask them to vole om his

in his proper function. An architect uses steel, glass, concrete, .
produced by others. But the materials remain just so much .

with them is his individual product and his individual property. .
This is the only pattern for proper co-operation among mei .

-*The first right on earth is the right of the ego. Man's first :
duty is to himself. His moral law is never io place his prime’
goal within the persons ‘of othérs. His moral obligation is to do

upon other men, This includes the whole sphere of his creative
faculty, his thidnking, bis work. But it does not include the =

Ry

- “A man thinks and works alone, A man cannot rob, eap]OIt
or rule—alone. Raobbery, exploitation and riling presuppose ~
victims, They imply dependence. They are the provmce of 1he. o
second—ha_nder. e
“Rulers of men are not egottsts They create not‘nmrr They :

their subjects, in the activity of enslaving. They are as de-"
pendent as the beggar, the social worker and the ba::d;t. The Gk
form of dependence do-=s not matter‘ :




" Does

“But men" were taught to regard second handers—tyra.nts

emperors, diciators—as exponents of egotism. By this fraud’

they were made io destroy the ego, themselves and others. The
purpose of the fraud was to destroy the creators. Or 1o barness
-them. Which is' a syvnonyra.

“From the beginning of history, the two amagomsts have
stood face to face: the creator and the second-hander. When
the first creator invented the wheel, the first second—hander
responded, He invented altruism.

“The creator—denied, opposed, persecuted exp]oned—weut
on, moved -forward and carried all humanity.along on his
energy. The'second-hander contributed nothing io the process
except the impediments. The contest has’ anotber game: the
individual against the collective.

“The ‘common good’ of 4 collective—a’ race, a cIass, 3 state
—was the claim and justification of every tyranoy ever estab-
hished over men. Every major horror of history was committed
in the name of an altruistic motive, Has any. act of selfishness
ever egl ualed the carnage perpetrated by- disciples of altruism?

e fault lie in men’s hypocrisy or in the nature of the
principle? The most dreadful butchers were the most sincere.
They believed in the perfect sociely reached through the guilie-
tine and the firing squad. Nobody -questioned their right to
murder since they were murdering for an altruistic purpose. It
was accepted that man must be sacrificed for other men. Acfors
change, but the course of the tragedy remains the same. A
humanttarian who starts with declarations of Jove for mankind
and ends with a sea of blood. It goes on and will go on so
long as men believe that an action is good- if it iy unselfish.
That permits the aliruist to act and forces his victims to bear
it. The leaders of collectivist movements ask nothmg for them-
selves. But observe the results,

“The only good which men can do to one another and the
only statement of their proper relationship is—Hands offf - -
- “Now observe the results of a society built on the principle
of individualism. This, our country. The noblest country in the
history of men. The country of greatest achievement, greatest
- prosperity, greatest freedom. This country was not based on

. selfless. service, sacrifice, renunciation or any precept: of al-

truism. Jt was based on a man’s right to the pursuit of hap-

- piness. His own happiness. Not anyone else’s. A private,

personal, seMish motive. Look at the resu}ts Look into your
OWIl conscience.

“It is an ancient conflict. Men have come cIose to the truth
but it was destroyed each time and one civilization fell after
another. thzatioa is the progress toward a society of pri~
vacy. The savage’s whole existence is public, Tuled by the laws
of his tnbe lezzatlon is the process of settmv man free from
“men.

“Now, in_ our age, collectivi ism, the rule of tbe second-hander
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‘s double monst

‘general implication ithat the" altruistic purpose of. the building

intangible and an unessential. You have heard the pro::La{.ator
“say that, Why was the building disfigured? For no reascn. Such

- scheme devised to build a structufe as cheaply as possible. Th

- this partzcular bome. Those who were concerned with the T
. had to come to me; Who have never been concerned, in order

. tenants gave them' & tight to my work. That their need coﬁ—

_—%'ww!. T

and second—rater, the ancient monster, has broken loose and i
running amuck. It has brought men to a level of intellectual
mdecency never equaled on ecarth. It has reached a scale of
horror ‘without precedent. It has poisoned :every mind. It has
swallowed most of Europe. It is engulfing our country..

I am an architect: I know what is to coine by the principle
o which it is built: We are approachmg a warld n W}nch I
cannot -permit myself to live. PR

“Now you. know, why 1 dynamited: Cort]andt s

“] designed Cortlandt. I gave it to you. 1 destroyed it.
+:it because I did not choose to let it exist. It was
I form.and in implication, I had to blast
both. The form Was mutﬂated by two second-handers ‘who.
assumed the right.to. ‘mlpmve upon- that which they had not-
made and coujd hot equal.’ Fhey were permitied to do it by the

superseded ali rights and that' Thad no-claim 1o stand against it.

“I agreed to design Cortlandt for the ‘purpose of seging it
erecied as I des:ﬂned it 2nd for nio other Téason., T‘lat WE s 1he'-
price I set for my ' work. I was not paid. |

“] do not blame Peter Keating, He was, he‘p]ess He th a
contract with his employers. It was ignored. He had a promise
that the structure he offered would be built as designad, The
promise was broken, The love of a man for the mtevn ; of his
work and his right fo praserve it are now ‘considerad Rovague

acts never have amy Teason, unless it's thé vanity of some
second-handers who feel they have a right' to anyone’s prop-
erty, spiritual or maierial. Who permittéed’them to do it?
particular man’ among thie dozens in authiority. No one caré
permit it or o stop it. No one was responsible. No one can be
held to account."Sich is the nature of all collective actlon :
“I did not receive the payment 1 asked: But the owne .
Cortlandt | got' 'what they® needed from me. They ‘.\anted a

v
found no’ one else who could do it to their satisfaction. I ¢ould -
and did, They teok the benéfit of my work and made me con-
tribute it as a gift. But'I am not an a]trulst I do not comubute
gifts of this nature, . .

“It is sald -that I:have dnstroyed tbe home of t’ae dest:tu
It is forgotten that but for me the destitute'could not have

to help the poor. It is believed that the poverty of the futur

stituted 2 claim on my life.*That it was my duty to contribufe.
znything demanded of me. This is 1he cecoad—‘undgrs credo
now swallowing the world, - .- -

“I ca.me hexe to say that I do not 1ecoomze ?*Jyom s




io ope minute of my life. Nor to any part of my epergy. Nor
to=any achievement of mine. No matter who makes the claim,
bow Jarge their number or how great their need,

“I wished to come here and say that I am a man who does
not existtfor otbers.

“It had to be said. The world is penshm" from an orgy of

self-sacrificing,

. “I wished to come here and say that the mteg'nty of a man's
creative work is of greater importance than any charitable en-
deavor. Those of you who do not uncerstand this are the men
WhD re .destroving the world,

“I wished to come here and state my terms 1 do not care to

. exist on any others. =~ . -

“I recognize no obhoatlons towarépmen except ope: to Te-
spect their freedom and to take no partin a $lave society. To
my country, I wish to give the ten years which 1 will spend in
jall if my country exists no longer. I wil} spend ihem in mem-
ory and in gratitude for what my country has-been. It will be

‘my act of loyalty, my refusal to hve or worL in what has taken

its place.

“My act of loyalty to every crpator who ever lived and Was
made to suffer by the force responsible for the Cortlandt [
dynamited. To every tortured hour of loneliness, denial, frus-
iration, abuse he was made to spend—and to the battles. he
won. To every creator whose name is known—and to every
creator who lived, struggled and perisbed unrecognized before

he could achieve. To every creator who was da stroy_ed in body

or in spirit, To Henry Cameron, To Steven Mallory. To a man
who doesn’t want to be named, but who is sxttma 1n this court-

*. room and knows that I am speaking of him.”

- Roark stood, his legs apart, his arms siraight at hls sides,
“his head lifted -as he stood in an unfinished building. Later,
when he was seated again at the defense table, many men in

the room felt as if they still saw him standing; one moment 5

plcture that would not be replaced

The picture remained in their minds throngh the 'fono leoal
dNCUS'ﬂO];S that followed. They heard the judge state to the
prosecuior that the defendant had, in effect, changed bis plea:
he had admitied his act, but had not p?eaded zuilty of the
ctrime; an issue of ’Lemporary’ legal insanity was raised; it was
up to the jury to decide whether the  defendant knew _the
natare and quality of his act, or, if he did, whether he knew

. that the act was wrong. The protecutor raised no objection;

there. was an odd silence in the room; he felt certain that he
had won his cese already. He made his closing address: No
one remembered what he said. The judge gave his instructons

: to the jury. The jury rose and left the couriroom.

‘People moved, preparing to dEQart without haste, in ex-

" pectation of many hours of waiting Wynand, at the back of
P ¥ y

Lhe room, and Dominique, in ihe ir oat, sat wdhout maoving.
686 -
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A bailiff stepped to Roark‘s side to escort him out. Roark
stood by the defense table. His eyes went to Domimque, then:
0 Wynand., He turned and followed the bailiff. :
‘He had reached the dobr when there was a sharp crack. of
sound, and a space of blank silence before people realized
that it was a knock at-the closed door of the jury OO The
jury had reathed a verdict.®
. Those who Had been on their feet remained standms:,
frozen, until the- 3uége retiirned to the bench. The jury fﬂed
into the courtroom. ™ o .
“The przsoner wﬂl rise, nd face the ]ury,’f sald the c]erk of
the court.,
Howard Roark stepped fomard and stood facma the ;ury
At the back of thergom, Gail Wynand got up and stood also..
“Mz, Foreman; have You reached a verdrct‘?" S ; :
“We have.” e :
“What is your verc'llct'?” . s
“Not guilly.” ..o ERR e
The first movemment of Roar}'s head was not ha-look at {he
city in the Wl‘ldOW, at the. ]udoe or at Dom;mque He ]oo}u.d
at Wypand., -
'Wynand turned sharply ind walked out He was sha g
man to ]eave the coartroom. ' :

Rocer ENRiGHT bought the site, the plans and the ruins of
Corilandt from the -government. He ordered every twisted
remnant of foubdations dug out to leave a’ clean hole in the 7
earth. He hired Howard Roark to rebuild the project. Placing:
a single contractor in.charge, observing the sirict econonty of -
the pIans, Enright budgefed the undertahng to set low rentals”
with a comfortable margin of profit for himself. No questions.
were io be asked’ about the income, occupation, children or
diet of the future testants; the proy.ct WRS Open. to anvene who
wished to move ia and pay the rent, whether I he cou‘d aﬂord a
more expenswe zpartrment elsewhere or not. ‘

Late in ‘August Gail Wynand was granted his dwmce. The
suit was not conlested and Domrnque was not present at the
brief hearing, Wynand stood like a man facing a court-martial’
and heard: tha cold obscenity of legal language describing the .
breakfast in a house’ of \ionadnock Valley——Mrs. Gail’ Wy-

nand--~Howard Roark; branding his wife. as cofficially dis-
ho*zored grenting him lawful sympathy, the status of mjurui
innoceace, and a papar Lbat was hlS p;asspo;t to f,r-_udo:n for -
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!&ose years.

Eiisworth Toohey won his case’ before the Iabor board. Wy-

nand Was ordered to reinstate him in his job.

“That afiernocn Wynand's secretary te]ephonﬂd' Toohev and
told him that Mr. Wynand expected him back at work tomght
before nine o'clock. Teohey smiled, dropping the receiver.

Toohey smiled, entering the Banner Building that evening.
-He stopped in the city room. He waved io people, shook
hands, made witty remarks about some cusrent movies, and
bore an air of guileless astonishment, as if he haid been absent

" just since yesterday and couid ngt-understand why people
greeted him in the manver of a zr,umpiaal homecoming.

Then he ambled on to his office.. He stopfped short. He knew,
while stopping, that he must enter, must not show the jolt, and
that he had shown it: Wynand stood in the opm door of his

office.

“Good evening, Mr. Toohey,” said Wyndnd soltly._ ,“Come

_in.”

“Heflo, Mr, Wynand,” said Toohey, ‘his VO]CE p]ezaant, Te-
zssured by feeling his face miscles manage a‘'smile and h;s

Jegs walking on.

"He enfered and stopped U‘jce;tamly It was his owp office,
unchanged, with his typewriter and a stack of fresh paper on
the desk. But the door remained open and Wynaud stood

. there gilently, leaning against the jamb.”

. “Sit dawn at your desk, Mr. Toohey Go to work Ve

must comply with the law.”

Toohey gave a gay little shrug of acquiescence, ‘or OSS“d |he
room and sat down. He put his hands. on the desk surface,
palms spread selidly, then dropped them to his lap. He 1 cacU.,d
for a pencil, examined its point and dropped it.

Wynand Lified one wrist slowly to the level of his chest and
-held it still, the apex of a triangle made by his foreaim znd
" the Jong, droopmﬂ fingers of his hand ‘he: Was !Qr\kmg down

at his wrist waich. He smd
“It is ten reinutes to nine. You are b?ck o 5’

- Toohey.”
" “And 'm h

Py &

Alir, _';05, M.

as a xid to be bch Iu- w:bt]y, Mr: ‘V}-

nand, T-suppose 1 shouldn’t confess it, but T snissed this s aca

like ail hell.”

Wynand made no movement fo go. He ¢tood, s]ouched as'
usual, his shoulder blades propped against
_‘crossed on his chest, hands holding his efbows, A

the doo

mb, arms
lamp with a

square shade of green glass burned on the desk, but there was
still daylight cutside, strezks of tired brown en a2 lemon sky;
the room beld a dismal sense of evening in the lumination
that seemed both premature andtoo feeble. The light made a

puddie ¢ on; Lhe desk, but it could DOt Chm out Lhe brows, half-
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