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Minimum Wage Rise

A
To

~ PAOLA — Hospital costs in Kansas will
.increase between 5 million next
‘year. This anticipated increase is atiri-
buted to the federally-mandated increase in
the minimum wage from $2.30 to $2.65 per
hour, effective Jan. 1.
.Raobert Johnson, administrator of Miami
County Hospxtal indicated hospitals are in
& ‘‘no win” pesition. Hospitais are pres-
suréd by the federal government to contain
cost increases. At the same time they are
faced with increased costs legislated by the
" federal government over which they have
f no control.

WHILE HOSPITALS don't want to deny
stheir employees an equitable wage, the
increased costs have to he passed aleng (o
the customer.

‘Hospitals are especialty hard hit when
labor costs rise, according to Johnson.
Costs of hospital personnel are double those
of industry, Hospitals must be staffed 24
hour's a day, seven days a week. .

“Miami County Hespital is better off than
most small hospitals,”” Johnson said. ““Our
wages are right at or a little above the new

ike Hospital Costs

minimum wage level. For most smatl
hospitals, the new minimum will necessi-
wale an immediate and sizeable increase,”
ke added

WHILE THE MINIMUM wage law
applies specifically to those at mininum
pay levels, employee wage levels are
increased as experience and {raining are
increased. These persons alse should have

‘increases if they are to retain the benefits

of prior wage increases. This produces a
ripple effect in raising labor costs.

By 1981, the minimum wage will be 33,35
per hour. This is the highest jump, $1.05
over the next three years, since hospital
employees were included under the mini-
mum wage law 10 years ago. At that time,
the minimum wage was at $! per hour.
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By BARBARA BUMGARTEN

Most parents worild FatfeT Have their kids
drink than use drugs. Unfortunately, condon-
ing drinking may prove o be a fatal mistake.

Alcghol is a dangerous drug, Nearly 8,000
young Americans are killed each year in
accidents involving young people and alcohol.
Forty thousand more are disfipured,

Even if teen-agers don’t drink, chances of
their being the victim of someone who does
are frightening. It's the sobriety of the
individual behind the wheel that matters. And
no adelescent can guarantee ''it won't happen
to me.” :

“'The young drinking driver is more suscep-
tible (te accidents) because he has less
experience both with drinking and with autos,
as opposed to the older driver who has had
experience handling both," said Stephan Hall,
public education officer for the Colorade
State Patrol. - . =

The New Year is a particulatly appropriate
time for paremis to sit down with their
chitdren and realistically. discuss the dangers

of drinking and driving.

HAVING FACTS about teen-age drinking
may prove helpful,

A survey conducted by the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration indicates
50 percent of all youngsters 15 to 19 said they
had been in one or more situations in the past
month where aleohol was present. Heére's
some_ information aboul thege teens -as
recorded in the survey:

« 40 percent of these were girfs.

+ 25 percent were 15 years of z{ge or
younger. r
» These teen-agers were jiist as l1ke1y to do
well in school and iake part in euf-of-school
activities as those who didn't find themselves
in situations where alcobol was pfesent.

v Three out of five adfgitted to having been
drunk one or more times Mrthe past month,

s The group who had been in situations
where aleohol was involved said it cccurred
in a variety of places, most frequently at a
{riend's home. Drinking also was said to take
place at parks, beaches or othar outdoor
Places; bars oT restaurants; school functions;
or drive-in movies. Much of it ocourred in
teen-agers’ own homes.

THERE ARE a nurhber of myths (some
even believed by adults}) about alcohol.
Parents and youngsters should know the
facts.

Once one is intoxicated, coffee, cold show-
ers, aspirin or whatever remedies one fries
will not hasten recovery.

. ““The only thing it takes to sober up is
time,” stated Hall. “Alcohol comes out of the
blood at .015 percent an hour and there is
nothing oné can do to change this,"

MANY PEOPLE believe that a can of beer
is iess intoxicating than the average drink of
liguor. Bat a 12-ounce can of beer, nne ounce
of 100-proof hquor and a six-ounce glass of
wine are equal in their effect on the body.

It is estimated by the federal government
that 1.3 million teen-agers between 12 and 17
have very serious drinking prublems

“PARENTS WOULD be wiser to train their

. children at home about glcohol than to forbid

it,” Hall believes, “but if youngsters are
igoing to take on a mature privilege, they
should take on the responsibility that goes
with it.”

Hall stressed that it is extremely important
for parents to set a good example.

He also believes that "‘overdoses of love' -

will help ease the pain in people's lives which
he feels drives them to drink.

Alcoholreturns
as No.1 drug

A booklet, ““How to Talk to Your Teén-ager
About Drinking and Driving," published by
the U.5. Department of Transportation, offers
points to help parents talk with teen-agers
about drinking and driving. Parents need to:

* Honestly explore their own behavior when
drinking and driving before tatking with their
teen-agers. '

+ Be honest in expressing their feeling and
values, and encouraging the same from zheir
children,

* Be calm, firm and consisteat — and don’t
put the teen-agers on the witrness stand or
demand a confession, .

* Keep 1o the point,

* Emphasize that they are not concerned
with the car, but with the preciousness of the
teen-agers’ Jives.

Naturally, sometimes teens may find them-
selves in sitwations where things are getting
out of hand. Thercfore, parents and their
children need to design a plan of action for
those occasions. -

Stephan Hall recommends several possibie
_solutions:

PARENTS CAN STRESS to their chitdren
that if they get drunk; or their driver 15
drunk, the children should call herne and :he
parents will pick them up — with o penaty
and no embarrassment.

Parents might also recommend their .-
dren consider making a sober driving pact in

which they agree amonyg their friends whe Is
not going io drink that evening so that personr
can do the driving. Then rotate the respons:-
bﬂlty :
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Age No Barner
to Child Abuse

By Dr, Saul Kapel

hewe Yie o Mews Servire,

~Abuse of children is not
resivr o 0 pre-adolescents,
ACCOrGing {0 a survey by Uni-
versiiv of Rhade Island gradu-”
ate student Martha Muliigan.

She faiind hat 26 percent of
the freshmen at U R0, had
heen oo the recelving end of |
physical violence from parenix
the vear before entering col-
lege. Halt of the adolescents
ibught back. even striking their
perents. .

Excellent Tool

-Cruups 07 parents, educa-
tnrs  puidance counselors, in-
deed Anyone interested in de-.
signing programs dealing with®
chiid development and family
life will find ““A Selective Guide;
o Materials for Mental Health
and Family Life Education.”;
~ampited by the Mental Health
Materials Center, 419 Park
Ave. South, New York, N.Y.
LK (3453, an excellent ool for
redluating and obtaining the
miany hooks, pamphlets. films
and audic visual ftems rI-:'vnledl
ir thin broag subject.,

Deficiencies

--Trom 0 tn 25 pereent of all
batnes been in the U.S. are born
with s than perfect h(.‘dllh
cont. on next phge
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LCongress, fearing public.interference in
the laboratory. At a hearing in: Hous-
ton, Dr. Bert QO'Malley, an endocrinolo-
g% expert at Baylor College of Medi-
cing, said, “The piblic is primarily in-
volved through Congress in' that the

distribution of funds is done on the ba-.
sis of what diseages are killing peapie”’ -

- Dr. Stanley Dudrick of the ‘general

syrgery depariment at the University’
olE-Texas Medical Schopl disagreed, “We:

have to 4top asking just the researchers

and gn baclk to the peéople, give them the:

facts but ask thein for input.”

! Bul Kennedy also chailenged the re-
. search community itself to play a more
active role in sétting priovities. ~ .
Consider the 4rip to Houston.

"He toured portions-of the M. D An-
derson Hospital and Tumor Institute.
an ultra-modern cancer center. He was
impressed by an “air flow™ unit where
cancer patients with reduced immuni-

‘We must ensure that our
bivmedical research effort re-
mains relerant to the needs of
the people.”

—SEN. EDWARD M, KENWEDY

ties hwcause they ave receiving che-
motherapy are kepl in isolated rooms so
they will not be exposed to any hacte-
ria, 11 is a deprossing sight because the
pati-nls must stay in . their glass-en-
closed roems, lalkéng to relalives
theough twoe-way telephones, But doc-
tors say this relatively now approach
douhles the success rate of Tighting
fancet in these (mimuno-suppressed
patsents, .

But at a meeting later with the
huspital's top cancer researchers, Ken-
nedy hecame impatient as the doctors
geened unablo 1o focus on his questions
ahout how thov sel prioritics and how
they interaet with the pubiic,

“We see an explosich of smoking

among icenagers, especially voung

girls,” Keanedy said. “Whe's thinking

abnut and planning for that?” T

"I wish T eould answer you,” replied

Dr. Bobert Hickey, a director, during a

“luncheon in a plush cancer center con-
ference room. :

“Are you just following the granis?®
Kennedy asked. “Da T po back 16 Con-
Bress and say they are pursiling s, v
and 2 grants becauscthey are available,
or do you peogple tell us what you'd like
16 be doing. where yvou'd like 10 be
Eoing?” ' o
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v .0 By CHARLESROOS * -
g e e o TN WGBTS -~ 5
WASHINGTON "~ To the Colorado congres-
sionial delegation, the new multibillion-dollar
funding bill:{¢i. Becial-Seeurity is a mixed bless-
imgrifit is siny bessingatall
" :Most of {he Goloradaps voled agaifist the bili,
which was passedl in a _conférence commitiee
version by both‘houses. 1t is designed to prop up
financing of the ailing fund by raising Social Se-
curity taxes $227 billion from 1979 through 1987.
Voling “no” ‘Thursday were: Demoeratic Sen.
Floyd Haskel!, Democratic Reps. Pat Schrveder
and Tim. Wisth and Republican Rep. James
Johnsen. : T
-Democratic Sen. Gary Harl and Demaecralic
Rep. Frank Evans voled for the bill.

- Republican Rep. William' Armstrong missed

“the vole. An aide said Armsirong was concerned
about parts of the bilk, but was unable to et back
from Colorade to vote because of inadequate np-
tice.

BEFORE THE VOTE IN the House on the bill
itsedl, Mrs. Schroeder tried to jam the House ma-
chinery by leading a movement againsta seclion
ofthe codference committes report,

Her chief complaint was with one section put
into the Bill by the Senate and accepled by
Senate-House conferees. . .

- This section, she said. will mean that 158 provi-
sional federal employees whoe work as judges,
but have never proved they are qualified, will get
lifetime tenure at $36.17! a year,

. ;.il‘fey may deserve iL. she said, but how can you
ol? .

Those 150 persons are administrative law
udges, appointed on a provistonal basis lo clear
up a backlog of hearings in the Soeial Security
Administratien,

Al the time of their authorization and appoint-
ment, it was understood they would have o
prove their qualifications before gaining perma-
nentstatus.

The bill passed Thursday by both houses aute-
matically. gives (hem lifetime status - at the
next higher Civil Service grade.

IN TERMS OF GOOD GOVERNMENT and
fair play. ifire wa$ dd'reason to puttrem in {F

* bifl. Mrs. ‘Sehroeder said, She ackhowledged
there had been delays in upgrading some of the
jobs, but sald the Civil Service Commission was

- now prepared to deal with them.

A House slaff aide deseribed the action as “an
unprecedented atiack on the meril system” and
as “an early Christmas present” for the 150
administrative judges -~ three of them in Den-
ver. .-

Mrs. Schroeder got substantial suppory for her
position, though many House members -whe
jeined in voting with her had broader objeclions
tothe bill. :

The Democratic House leadership not only
backed the bill, but insisted thai there be no
changes.

The House Ways and Means Committes chair-
man, Rep. Al Ullman, D-Ore., said passage of the
whele measure, including the change in status
for administrative judges, was necessary 1o pre-
serve the efficiency and integrity of the Sorial
Security fund. R

-In a preliminagy lest vote, the House leader=
17 0@6.dn 4 later Fole-on the bill it
" sell. the margin was abaut 23 voles: - ...

Pty
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o
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Jnvexplaining his vote, Wirth s the bill will
putan unfair fax burden on workers at lower pay
levels.: i T .

The bill p:%?_k&only short-térm improvements
in funding, Wirth said, and gives it no real stabil-
ity. PR .-

JORNSON_¥OTED -AGAINST THE funding
ill-earliégfendt tent through the House and
voted 10’ ‘ot thé Senate-House compromise
Thursday, saying he can't endorse the sharp
hikes in the tax which will hit workers and em-
ployersin 1979. :

- An aide 6"Haskell said the senator declined to
serve on the Senate House conference committee
because he distiked both versions of the bill and
fell action now was premalture.

An aide to Harl said the senator simply felt
sometting had to be done this vear to begin re-
plenishing the fund.
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By SYLVIA PORTER
As year end '77 approaches, more
than 344,000 young men and women
who have received federally guaran-
(eed student loans are in default —
leaving ‘the federal government with -
the job of ¢ellecting a huge half-biltion

dollars from debtors wha
“vkipped.” .

To collect the mdncy, the Olfice of
Education has hired 106 émpioyes —
and given these workers a staggering
workload. - .

According to OF guidelines, each
should be handling an average of 600
cases at any one lime, In fact, the typi-
cal collector has a caseload amounting
to more than 3,000 accounts, and this
total is climbing. .

Merely finding the debtor is more
than half the problem. (The search for
student toan defanlters is called “'skip.
{racing.'%)

To suggest the magnitude of the task,
my Washington asscciate, Brooke
Shearer, inlerviewed several loan col-
lectors for this column. One, Judith
Dickinson, a senior program official in
the San Francisco regional office, de-
scribed a case on her desk at that mo-
mend.

“This former siudent defaulted on
his boan in July, 1970. The Washington
office sent him a letter 17 days later. It
was refurned without a forwarding ad-
dress. By October, the main office had

have

traced him through his school, The
schoo] gave us two addresses, neither
of thern valig, . S
“In 1973, the case was transferted to
" -our San Francisce office. At the time
-we had eight employes handling 50,000
cases, bat we sent hirp three more let-
ters. We got no response.
In January 1975, we located his ad-
dress again and seat {wo more notices.
“No answer. Finally, this October, we

Your$
money

sent him apn additional letter at the ad-
dress he used on his 1974 tax return. I{
- worked. : i

“We received a cashier's check for
the principal of his:loan, $812, bul ke
asked us to waive the more than $400 he
owed in interest. He explained thal he
attended a trade school to learn te be-
come an airline ticket agent, got top
grades, but couldn’t get a job.

“‘He felt the school had been a rip-off,
and therefore, hie shouldn't have to pay
the interesf on his loan. I doubt his
request will be graited, but,” she con-
cluded, *“we're éonsidering it,”

Why the massive student loan de-
faults? -~ . ’

—Dissatisfaction -with the schooling

they receive and subsequent ynemploy-
ment — just {wo of the many reasons.
. —Hreakdowns in communication bhe-
tween students and lending institu-
tions. A studenl may neglect to tell a
lender if he drops vut or moves: lenders
may [ait 10 contact the students, for
although they are required 1o exercise
reasonable care and diligence" in lo-
cating students and collecting, the
comparatively low interest rate on the
loans (a2 maximum Wi per cent)} and
fact that loans will be rhade good by 1he
U.8. government, reduces the lenders’
incentive to pursue student defauiters.

Thus by the time a claim reaches a
collector months, if not several years.,
may have passed since the defaull.

—Laws protécling an individual's
privacy alsé compaund the diflicultices.
say some collectors.






