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Doctor In The House
—~Lakeville Jourpal (Lzkeville,

By Peter H, Gott, M.D.
LAST WEEK, al the in-
vitation of Cengressman Toby
Moffett. 1 atiendad a “town
mieeting” on hezlth, education”
and welfare matters” with
HEW  Secretary  Joseph
C#ifano. The two auditoriums
at the University of Connectieut
Heslth Services Center ware
jammed - with ~interested
citizens, all patiently waiting to
hear The Word from-the New
Moses. } .
- Debeongir apd shirtsizeved,
the Hecratary was confident,
articuiate, relaged, and. well-
informed, Affer & few in-
troductory remarke about the
statisticel endrmity of his
responsibilities, hLe coally
figlded questions from the
aydience.

What he had to say was
Erightening,

He left no doubt that the
federal government is Actively
formulating methods  of
becoming more invelved in our
daily lives. The Department of
Health, Education and Welfare

. employs more than a million

persons. The Department’s

et constitutes more than 30

ent of the eniive federal

et, - . B
The HEW budget is exeeeded
only by those of the United
States ‘and the USSR. In
easenice, it is the third largest
budget in the world "and -

measures— if 1 am' not Tha
i in a cast. A Washington or-

mistaken — more than $a0
billion. The- enormity dof. this
figiire wasofheliedm r:gdytba :ﬁ-
. pearance , well-

rested who referred

me‘n?. CALIFANOG spoke tﬁe"yf
i costs 88
e el atteont to s
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Califano

serve for two or more yeers ina
manner prescribed by HEW
and, thereafier, he would be
subject to further government
control,

Hospital costg were to be
regulated by fiat. Prug costs
and medical fees were, by
implication, to bo imited by
tegislation. ’

The Secretary indicated that
a form of national health in-
surance would becomne a reality
within the next three Years.
When ! questionad him directly
about what he had learmed from
studying socialized medicine in
other countries, he admitted

that such natipaal sysicms

would not be appropriamie for
impiementation in the United
States, Since we ara a “‘unique"
couatry, we have to find
‘unique salutjons”. .

- No’ mattes that government-
controlled ‘mediciie has not
worked abread; we have only to
find the “right* federal system
here The “right" sysiem, I
might -emphasize, iz not free
enterpaiss.

1 AM NOT angry. [ am
enormously saddened. The
practice of American medicine,
with all its pecognized faults,
remains patient-oriented. Most
doctors . still care about the
people they treat.

When Mr. Califatio récently
returned from England en
ving eve, his arm was

thopedic surgeon changed the

. castso “the arm wouldn't iteh.”

The Segretary said, with a wide
and disarming grin, this is not
the kind of service one would be
able to obtain under the British
healih system. He wag correct

- in that statement.

So, what we are left with are
the smooth, well-groomed
bureaucrats  who trumpet

e .,

Friday, June 3G,

0.

relyctant to acknowledge the
obvious. Taxes. Increased
laxes.

For all the marvelous Federal
programs which eannot be
funded by the printing of
worthiess paper dollars, the
government will rely on you and
me, Whether through insidious
increases in Social Security
“contributions’ or an out-ard-

“out {ax increase, the working
man  will in the final
analysis— subsidize each brave
new federal program.

And you can be sure the Feds

_will take their cut and per-
centage to spport the hundreds
of thousands of workers who sit
in vast neon-lighted office
buildings and push increasing
mounds of triplicate forms
around formica desk-tops.

HOW CAN a responsible aduit
encourage a young person to
enter the medical profession?
The young doctor has litile to
“look- forward to if the present
trend continues. Following a

. minimum- of 11 years of
. drudgery and sacrifice after

high scheol, he can:anticipate’'a

limited income and constant

supervision and control by an

increasingly - centralized .’

government.

' If the tenor of medicine ap--

pears to ‘be changing -and.
physicians seem less caring and
more - concerned with the

doctor about govermmient in-
terference, legisiated cost-
control; Medicare red tape,
wige freezes, workman’'s
compensation,
premiums, defensive medicine,
and other pertineni subjects
which form a large part of his

. working life and detraci from '

his commitment to curing

disease and" keeping people .

healthy.
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Vaccine's Victims
Contemplate Plan

r

S

For Compensation

By JANE SMITH
Free Press Stoff Writer

"It sounds encouraging,” said Roger A. Mitiguy of

Rutland Tuesday, upon hearing the news th

at the

government will compensate persons injured by the

swine flu vaccine nearly two years ago.
The 44-year-otd former Proctor High School

pringi-

pal is one of four Vermonters reported to have con-
tracted the Guillain-Barre Syndrome, characterized by

temporary and long-term
deaths were reported in Vermont,

Like 45 million other "Americans, Mitigy
inoculated against swine flu in the fall of 1876, Te

paralysis of the limhs. No

y was
n days

later he began losing control of his arms and legs.

Today he is no longer bedridden but he has 1
use of his limbs. He does not know if he will work

imited
again,

and his Social Security income “is nowhere near” his

former salary, he said.

_Mitiguy has a $900,000 negligence suit pending
against the vaccine manufacturers — Merck, Sharp and
Dohme Orthopedica Co. Inc. of Delaware — and the

federal povernment.

The Rutland man has no idea yet how much money
the government is willing to give him. Consequently he

srid it was premature to say whether or not he wil
the lawsuit. '

! drop

“! wouldn't have sued for $900,000 if I didn’t feel I

had $900,000 worth of damages,” he said.

His lawyer, John Welch of Rutland, was in Wash-

ington for the day and could not be reache
comment. .

d for

An 18-year-old Sheldon man still can't walk as a
result of the Guillain-Barre Syndrome, and the swine

flu shot is believed to be the culprit. -

" “He's'still in 2 wheelchair,” said his mother Tues-

- day, adding, "It will be two years in November.”

same,‘." she said, asking not to be identified.
Like Mitiguy, she's hoping for compensation,

“"We're hoping it's temporary, but he stays the

Although those who contracted the viral infection

- was caused by the swine flu vaccine.
At any given time there is an
incidence of the syndrome,

» "You can get it from having a
xold,” according to Margo Coolidge,

@ nurse with the Vermont Health
Department, although the chances
+of that happening are slim, she said.
» Mitiguy says he’s not bitter. But
he believes the government was

negligent.
¢ 'T think the whole thing was
badly managed. The vaccine wasn’t
properly checked out before they

 -administered it on such a massive

" ‘basis,” he said, ’

. will not have to prove goverament negligence to be
compensated, they will have to prove the rare disease
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‘cont. from previgus page
‘two months after -it. began, when

cases of paralysis werelinked to the
shots. In ‘February 1977 the pro-
gram was reinstated.

‘When Mitiguy began losing con-
trol of his arms. and legs he had no’
jdea what was wrong. Dr. Charles
Poser, a neurologist at the Medical
Center Hospital, traced the paral-
ysis tothe swine flu shot, Mitiguy "
said., . .

Today, about a year and a half
after being inoculated at a public
health clinic at Proctor High School,
Mitiguy can walk, but .only . with
assistance. ) : :

"I feel stronger than I did,” he
said. . ) '

“Initially all you can do is sleep, [
was tired all the time, but I gained a
1ot of strength theré,” he said,

Mitiguy said he will think twice
about taking part in another vaccine .
prografi.

- "I would check very carefully
with my physician before I did any-
thing,” he said. - -

Boston Globe 6/23/78

‘ To date the Carter Administration has failed to
issue a national health insurance proposat that'can be

- judged either in principle or in practice. And, it seems,

if some Administration advisers get their way there

- won't 'be one for quite a while. That would be a mis-

take.

Charles L. Schultze, chairman of the Council of
Economic Advisers, has written President Carter
seeking to discourage him from offering a comprehen-
sive national health insurance plan on grounds that it
would be too inflationary and would make even more
difficult the President's attempts to fulfill his piedge
to balance the federal budget. He maintained further
that a full-scale national health insurance plan was
not necessary. to get federal control over health-care

. costs.

The problem is that the premises implicit in
Schultze’s memorandum may be false, First; nobody
*thinks that a national health care plan, even if enact-
ed next year, could be.immediately implemented in
toto. Sen. Kennedy and the labor unions pushing the

" hardest for a comprehensive plan envision a phasing

in of a program that would not even bégin until 1982.

Second, Schultze's focus on the effectiveness of a

.. national health insurance program in getting a handle

Providence Jourpal 6 /2

~ Alternatives

. Critics of the Carter administration’s anti-

abortion poficy have argued cogently. that it:
government rejects the termination. of un-
wanted - pregnancies, it is. only reas_ox_i_able
that added resources be devoted- to the.
prevention of such pregnancies-and-to-the
assistance of low-income womeén Who- elect
to give birth. AT
- Health, Education and Welfare Secretary.
Joseph A. Califano Jr. took his case to.the.

Senate Human -Resources ' -Committee. the -

other day, urging that the: problem of

teenage pregnancies receive greater atten-:
tion. For & young girl still 2 child herself /he:

said, the birth of a baby “can.usher-in-a
dismal futare of upemployment, poverty,

family breakdown, emotional stress,: depen- -
dency on public agencies and health: pgop;‘ -

lems for mother and child"

The. secretary. wants to sew up a system-

of matching grants to establish 2 *“network”

of community-based: services.devoted Targe.:
ly to: counseling., Price tag: $60° miltion.

Another $40 million would be-added to beef
up-existing, family.plinning and community

on health costs leaves the.implication that such a plan

1/78

for those denied abortion option

control and fetal development would receive

_ Yiver in practice what it offers n.principle. -

the ‘welfare Tolls.

* Carter and health'insurance

would be primarily an economic ‘measure; In fact,
there are other major issues involved. Twelve-percent
of the nation's population has ne -a¢cess lo:medical
coverage of:any kind -and millions more are forced to
-turn to substandard care in overworked facilities.

This, in turn, raises-another issue addressed in the

Schultze memo, his proposal to the President to limit B i
his health-care plans to the provision of covérage for. . . -

catastrophic ilinesses. There is no de abt that for many-
in the middle-income brackets this would be the mast
important feature of a national health insurance
scheme. But it would hardly meet: the problemns now

faced by those who cannot pay ever modest 'd_o'c.to'rs'.._..

bills. .

None of this is to.suggest that the cost impljca-.*
tions of a national health insurance'pmgram.woh!,; be*’
paramount in any debate over-it.- But the President | -
should get a detailed proposal béfore the public so that” -
that debate can, in fact, occur. Only then can a mean-
ingful public discussion of costs, of adriinistrative _
procedures, of the- appropriate -timetable for imple=-- -

tientation, of qualitative controls, take place. =~

And' only ‘then’ could" the  public - really’ judge’

whether national heaith insuranée could, in fact,

$32. miltion. Ahd-another $10 miltior: would

e set-asidé for the development of sex

education materials and other projects.
" Do we heed such an effori? About a

 million” teenagers.-become _pregnant - every
year, 600,000 give- birth-and 40 percent of

_the .deliveries are out of’ wedlock, the

secretary notes.. Another salient fact is th_at'
80 . percent of all- children ‘born: out of
wedlock-end up on welfare. That figures out

to about 144,000° welfare dependents-born
each year at the cutrent raté.

The - first -question 1s° whiether  society
ought to-turn its back-on 3 problem that has
such staggering social consequences when~

effective training.and .counseling: might.pre-

‘vent. & great: deal  of the suffering. The’

follow-ip- question is-whether society can
afford. not to- spend about $750. each. on

teenage- mothers.to avoid spending. se_\{erall' o
thottsand-a year on-each one who.ends up on’

" health programs, with: érphasis. onteen- .-
agers. New research in.prenatal'care, birth:

From a:toral anid" & practical -point o
view, there seems -rio question . that: the

- secretaryis on' sound - giound. For. fow~ - -
“ineome: women,. government’ has- Virtually-

removed the option to- terminate unwantet
pregnancies. Until this discriminatdry law
can be changed; some’ reasonable: alterna-:
tives must-be offered ‘those ‘affecteds

ey



