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Mr. Robert Ge11lD.an
SUbcOllllllittee on Govemneilt Information

$11d Individual Rights
House COIIIIllittee on Government Operations
Room B 349 C
Rayburn House Offiee Building
Washington. D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Gelllman:

'1'his is in ~gard to your indication that. your SUbcommittee may conduct
hearl.ngs in early OCtober on prol?1em$~01ving the (b)(4) ExemptiOn
of the Freedom ()f InfOl'lJlation Act. ,It was.a~ that one problem that
coold be considete<J, will be premature access to information of benefit
to CCllllptlting science i.IlVestigators.,

Enclosed are two reports en "DiscIO$Ul'e of Research Information" under
the freedi'm of InforrnationAct drafted by "The'National CoQBltissionen
'1fuInan SUbjects" and the "President's ,Bi<mledical Researc:h Panel/'Both
of these report.s were re~ive. to a joint ¢1la:rge frl'm the House
CoQBltittee on Interst<l.teand Foreign Ccmmterce lI.1ld the Senate COIIlIIlittee
on Labor and Public Welfare. A$ you .will J1Qte. the reports ree~nd
legislati(i)Jl in or4er to clarify thepte<J,iCtability of access to research
informati(i)Jl und~ the (b)(4) UXemption. This has been a mettel' of
great eoneern to the scl~e cllllDllUnitye.as evidenced !?y the oveX'240
letters SUbmitted to the National CQlIDIIission as an aid in preparing

·tn.eir report. ()ne of the representativeexaDlpl,es of the 240 respcnses
is the attached letter fr<Jn Philip Handler. President, National AcademY
of SCiences, to the Conmission•.

As yoo noted, this problESll was given special treatment in drafting
~ection 480 of the Rogers bil1,H.R. 7897 on "Recanhinant :00.."1 would

. suggest that the :pI'9blem will lIlOgt likely evoke. a need for simi,lar
treatment as futL1:rescienq.e pt"I)lJtl!ll\$ are established unless d.isposed
of !?y a generic a¢tion !?yyoor $UbcOllllllittee.

As indicated. I wonder whether your suggested invitation to the EnViron~
llIental Protection Agency (or Food andDx'Ug Administration) willelieit
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Page 2 ~ Mr, Robert Gellman ., ,
the 1d.nd of inf'Ql:'IlIation your Su1:l¢Qlllnitteewill need to assess .tbis
problelll. Accordingly. I would J)ope that scientific inVestigatol'$
who are concerned with the \!Wredictability o£.elease of reseateh
inf'01'Il1l1tion 1;I1lder the (b) (4) iXemptiqn will be provided :representation
at whatever hearings your Calmdtt~ deems appropriate.

Si.neerely.

Nonnan J • Latker
Patent Counsel

Enclosures

HEW/OS/GCB NJLatker/ack

bee; Lowell Harmison
Robert!Ellert, Commerce
David Eden, ERDA
Win. Knox, NTIS
Barry Grossman, PTa
James Denny, ERDA
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