~ THE WASHINGTON POST

Saturdsy, October 22, 1977 B .

N o [ .

AL e

- Jack &nﬂ@r@; n and Les Whitten

Government

= Legislativ.e bodies ai all levels—fed-

eral, -state -and local—emact an esti-
“mated 150,000 laws .each vear. On the

average, each new law will require the -

issuance of 16 regulations. The end re-
sult of ail this is growth beyond con:

|, trot of comprehe*zsmn of .goyernment

rogimentation in the United States, -
Add to this regulatory entanglement

the voluntary standards which are ac-
“-cepted by
| adopted by the government. These

industries and often

technical, eyestraining -codes deler-
mine such details of commerce as the

" width of tires, space between struis of -

children’s playpens and impact resis-
*tance of foothall helmels.

Even the indemitable Superman has

beer bound up by the Lilliputians who

" write the regulations. His derring-do is

earefully prescribed by the  comie

‘book industry's -code of - conduct,’

“which mandates that good must tri-

L graph overevil-Thuy Superman 1hust”

- go on, page after page, overpowering

-the bad guys who dre doomed In ad-

vagpce to defeat. -

. Ewery private enterptise of any con-
sequence is now ensnaried in red tape.
For the federal povernment alone,
busibesses had to prepare 114 million
forins last year.

B /\ It ig:the genius of the free economy.
that it does not require the innovator.

to secure the perimission of organized

" soclety to Iaunch -his schemes. M he -
.¢an get a few speculaters to bankroll

him, he is on his way-—~{ree to create if

. he can, If he succeeds, the rewards for
him - are . spectacular,
shares in the gain. If he fails; only he
Emd his improvident backers are the
0gars.

and society

novative pronosal. or_even a routine
One, past ail those regulations. The

* rigid ohservancs erVARCE 01 TUIes and Fproced-

urds reuuﬁtS“t‘:tE“in‘rm"T} inable seekifig

mﬁﬁo‘:; Tor_any  UiviTHence,

-~ Kept Withii- j{§ proper sphore-such

. rigidity is beneficial. Imposed upon so-
- elety at large, #.resulls in stagnation,

which ends in puirification.

The government clerk seated o his _
cubicle pondering an application and

deciding it vuns afoui of regulations is

getting a stranglenold upon vs.-But so-

gently, prosalesily, gradually and in-

visibly does he tighten his clutches

that we never appreciaie the extent to
which we are in his grip.

We protest only the inconveniences -

the bureauncrat irnposes upon us—the

. late Jetter, the lengih of government

lines. This finesss, this capacity to nar-
cotize, makes possible feats of domina-
_ tion unimaginable to Chariemaynp or
Napolwn

‘Fhere are benevolent: bareaucrats

who protect the public and restrict the
predators with fairness and rastraint,
There are also relentless and rapacious
bureaucrats who harass the citizens
they are suppcsed to serve. And fi-
nally, there are reluctant regulators
who befriend the lawyers and. lobby-
ists of the industries they reguiate,

- It is pot unusual for regulatory agen-
ties to adopt the standards that the.in-
dusiries impose  upon themseives,
These standards are seldom subjected
to the rigorous evaluation that goes
into -developing government regula-

tlons. They are often vague, with no,

provisions for oversight.

The voluntary standards are coor-

dinated by the American National

Regu E_mmm Aﬁ%m

federation of 985 private professional,
scientific and trade groups: One gov-

ernment expert told Senate investiga- -
tors that ANSI standards appear “to be .
ersons -who  primarily .
-represent the biisiness interest of their. -

written by

own company or industry.”

A4 Internal Commerce l)npa“tmem -

evalnation of voluntary standards cites

28 “so-called horror stories,” across the -

industrial gamut from ashestos cement
ripes to hot water heaters. Both the

Commerce Department and Fedepal °

Trade Commission fourd that some in-
dustries also used voluntary codes o

_restrict competition and dxeclude in- -

. novators from the marketpiace.
One FTC investigator told us that de- -
liberate exciusion was not widespread .

but that the “aggregate dollar value”

of the excluded products was’ suh— RERE

stantial.”

ANSI's legal counsel, William. Rouk- B
Cwell, vsaid the "horror ‘stories” wie !
: mprely allegations. He told our assori-
- ate Tony Cappacio that complaints -
standards - are-

against voluntary.
“usually brought about by guys who

want ¢ push themselves into the mar-

ket polilically.”

Richard Simpson, former chalrman '

of the Consumer Product Safety C'om-

‘mission, now an ANS] consultant, gave
Us a more revealing comment: “IE you .
stacked up standards that have been”

written about as anticompetitive,” he

said, “the pile would be one inch high. -

If you stacked up the standards that

“nobody- complained about, the pile
“would be 100 teet high.” :
And if you stacked up ali the regula-

tions that Americans are axpected {0

itve by, you would have another T ower :

of Babel,

B But the dﬁfmu}ty is getting an in-

Standards Institute_ {ANSI), a nonprofit
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