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By Victor Cohn
N ‘Washington Post Staff Writer

The metropolitan area’s major jur-
isdictions have finally, after 15 vears

“trying, agreed among themselves to

work together to prevent the unneces-
sary expenditure of millions of dollars
for unneeded hespital buildings and
sophisticated medical equipment,
While the jurisdictions have agreed
to agree, they remained unable to pug
together some king of joint body com-

- mission to oversee major health care

".and kidney care—already offered .at. -

Lapltgl expenditures.

Three new health planning agencies
in Northern Virginia, Montgomery
County and Southern Maryland and
including Prince George’s County, .

~ have wted to cooperate in reviewing

requests by hospitals for permission
te build, expand, buy costly new
equipment or set up programs to offer’
expensive services—Ilike heart surgery

olher ayea institutions. ; :
District of Columbia health officials
said yesterday. they will sign the new

Department of Health, Educatmn and
Welfare gives official approval to a re-’
cently established healil planping di-
vision within the D.C. department of
human resources. That approval is ex-
pected in about a month.

This parallels a compact for inter-
state cooperation in health faeility
planning signed on July 22 by D.C.
Mayor Walter Washington, Maryland
Gov. Marvin Mandel and Vn'gmla
Gov. Mills Godwin Jr.

“The metropolitan area agreement
will fop the firs: time make it possible
to address heaith issues on a metro-
politan basis,” Barry Wilson, vice

president of Washingion area Blue .

Cross—a body that has been ardentiy
seeking area-wide health plamun;,_
said yesterday.

“This is the most 1mportant step
that could be taken now to develop an

effective, ecomomical health system..
It’s the only alternative to enurmous
“waste and éXperise,” he said.” :

But much waste already has occur-

’ ’ .

Major Area Groups A-gree to
Seek Health Expenditures Curb

beds now %eing added in suburban

areas at a cost of about $200 million, -

though the vast majority of them may
he absolutely unnecessary,” -

Hospitals and health centers also

have been rushing to buy new devices
like half-million-dollar computerized
X-ray machines, resulting in much un-
necessary duplication of expenditures,

Each of the area’s four health plan-
ning agencies—the Distriet’s and
those in Virginia and Marvland—stiil
will be responsibie for decisions and
recommendations in its own jurisdie-
tion.

Thelr officials, aecording -fo their

memerandum of agreement, will ex-

change reporls and views and invite
each other fo sit as nonvoting but vo-

cal members when the bodies examine-

new requests for buildings and equip-
ment,

“We will have to see how suecessful
this will’ be in achieving oar goal,

Whlch is fo get an area-wide view of ;

cont. on page &4
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NEW YORK SEEKING
MEDICAID PATIENTS

City Aims to Filt Al Empty Beds
to Maximize U.S. and State Ald

By RONALD SULLIVAN

In a move seeking to add miilions to .
the income realized from Federal and
state Medicaid funds, the New York City
Kealth and Hospitals Corporalion is at~
lempting to f1)] every empty cily hospital
hed with Medicaid patients, it was dis-
clesed yesterday, i

To counter such practices, state nurses
and physicians "are looking through ad-
mission-room and patient records in an-

_ effort to determine whether the hospitals

are admitting bed patients who could be
{reated for far less money as outpatients.
The state inquiry represents prassure
by the Carey administration to reduce
inpatient Medicaid costs for treating the -
poor, since the state pays 25 cents of .
every dollar spent.
Corporation officials said that they an-.
ticipated another majer confrontation be-
tween the corporation and the state, with-

1le rirrr mharmine Flhat it im Pramme b bt e o
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Cell Directed
To Produce
An Enzyme

SAN FRANCISCO, Ocl. 27 (ARP—
Stientisis expevimenting with genes
have successfully ordered a tiny cell
td produce an erzyme, a discovery
they say may lead {0 zew, [ess expen-
sive spurces .of insulin and other
drugs. : .

n an interview bhefore THE
Thursdav of the {indings i

nal Nature, Dr. Herbert Boyer sgid.

scientists may soon be able to pecpn-

" siruct genes that wil turn eells nfo

“factories” for the production of bio-
logical substances,
“We'vg gone out of the area of hasic

scienee,” Boyer said, “into the area of

praectical applieation.”
Through sueh genetic engineering,

‘he said, cells could he ordered fo.
produce drugs like insulin, essential

to the survival of about a third of the
nation’s 10 million diabetics.

Baover, who directed the research at
the University of California-San Fran-
ciseo, said such produetion might be
only five years away,

The genetic engineeving is based on
the technigue of “regembinant DNAY
research reported in 1473 and 1974

and for which the University of Cali-.

fornia and Stanford University have

together applied for a patent on the

comimercial use of the fechnigue, the
upiversities announeed. Recombmant
DNA researeh involves wmblmng the
deoxyribonucleie acid nf nne oreganism
with the cellular materigl of another,
Beyer's work in reconstrueting
parts for DNA, the hasic chemieal
unit of hevedity, warallels the

hreakthrough anneunced Jast. August
w Har Gobind Kherana and others at
the Mgssachusetts Institute .of Tech-

nnlog}, the
said.’
The Khorana group cuceeeded in

Umvomt\ af California

" linking complex chains of DNA to du-.

nlicate the actual gene of a simple -
‘hacterium, E. idoli. which lives in the -
buman Intestine. When this manmade-

" géne was then inserter into the cell, it

funetioned like jts reallife model.
Bover explained his group had s¥N
thesized a section of DNA that prdms
the genes of E. eoli to produce an en-
zyme used for d)gestmg milk. Nor:
maliy the enzyme is produced only
wneu the cell neeﬂ& it .
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ack Anderson and Les Whitten

Paranoid Suspected in Legmn Death' --

Congressional mvmtlgators helieve
that “a demented veteran or a para-
noid, anti-miljtary type,” with some

knuwledge of chemistry, may have .

been responsible for the mysterious -
deaths of 29 American Legion conven-,
tioneers in Phﬂadelphm last July.

A study, stamped “Secret Classi-
fied,” suggests that the madman
mixed dry ice with deadly nickel car-

‘bonyl. With this, he could have re-

leased an invisible cloud of tasteless-
and odorless gas into the air ducts of
the Bellevue Stratford hotel, where'

"the legionnaires stayed
The study was ordered by Rep. John |

Murphy, ( D-N.Y), in preparation for
hearings next month. His investigators
called the handling of the mysterious:
epidemic & "“fiaseo.” .

First, the authorities m:stakenly con-
-centrated on Swing flu as the mest
likely cause of the frightening Legion-
naires Disease. Not until after vital tis-
sues of the victims had been contami-
nated did the medical examiners turn
to nickel poisoning as the probable
cause.

“The failure to save and keep free
from contamination the tu;sues," the
secret document charges, *. . is clearly
the reason that ultimate resolution 0f
the cause of Legionnaires Disease may
never be found.”

Yet the disaster was not without its
heroes. One was Dr. Ernest Camphell
of Bloomsburg, Pa., who spotted three
individuals with the same symptoms.
This was enough to alarm him, so ke
tried to arrange for immediate fests.
But he was told “that the state labora-
tory was closed for the weekend,” the‘
investigators relate.

The Pennsylvania Legion's adjutant,
Edward Hoak, aiso tried to contict
state health authorities on July 31. But
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James J. K ilpatrick
FDA Is Strangling U.S. Drug Industry

Washington.

Let me voice 2 word of thanks to Heary

G. Grabowski. He is a professor of eco-

nomics at Duke University. He has just

written a little book that speaks volumes

about the mearing of next Taaiday s elec-
tien.

This was not the gentieman s intention.

In fact, his lopg essay has pothing whatev- .

it was 3 Saturday, and he couldn’t
reach anyone.

Belagiedly, some 150 federal, state.
apd local physicians, hiologists and .
chermists began a scientific search for -

the killer. They followed the lead of
the federal Center for Disease Centrol,
which directed ait efforts “toward the
swine fiu virus as the causal agent,” re-
port the congressional investigators.
 ¥et “highly gualified professionals”
had already warnmed that the symp-
toms suggested not swine flu toxic poi-
=oning. The experts finally came to the
same conclusion. But it was too late.

The contaminated tissues and impro- .

-per autopsies made the detection of
g.llckel or other toxies almost nnposm-
e
- Dr. William Sunderman Sr., a toxi-
cological expert, told the mvest1gaturs
that “medical authorities were remiss
-in not recognizmg toxie symptoms. . .at
‘an earlier date.” He claimed that an
antidote he has developed could have
“saved a great number of the victims.”
Dr. Jerrold Abrabam, a pathelogist
at the University of California in San
Diego, fold the probers that he had
found “tiny bits of metal, suggestwe of
welding - or soldering exposure,’
number of ihe tissue samples.
His testimony 'was an embairass-

-ment to the Cénter for Disease Con-.

trol, which tried o discourage him

from talking, Before he testified, the '

investigators reporied to-Murphy, an
official of the center told him “to give
us nothing.”

Sunderman’s son, Dr: William Sun-
derman Jr., who is deseribed by the in-

. vestigators as “the nation's leading ex-
. pert in nickel pmsomng " offered this

startling opinion: “The exposure to
nickel carbonyl must have been intro-

duced willfully because the quantity

gard, may be divided into two periods—
the 13 years from 1956 through 1962, and
the 13 years from 1963 through 1975, The
first peried, Mr. Grabowski notes, has

heen characterized as “the golden period
of pharmaceutical innovation and discov-
ery.” In that 13-year period, 703 new
chemical enlities won approval from the
Food and Drug Administration. The aver-

ina

found in the tissues of the vxctuns'-
could not otherwise be explained.” ’

The younger Sunderman theéorizeth
that the nickel cumpound was_ COmR-. .
hined with dry ice and
into the hotel where delegates were

_meeting or in other public rooms.” The

dry ice could then “boi! off, leaying no
residue exce})t that found in ;he ns
sues,” he explained.

His theory : was . bolstered by "an_,
anonymeus, ominous-sounding Jetier,”
whieh was mailed on July 28, days be—
fore the Legionnaires D}SEasc al-

tracted national attention. Thé! lettér o

“referred to substances = containing.’
nickel carbony! and discussed the mut-
der and killing of authority and m:h
tary-type figures.” v

Sunderman turned thé omingus let-

ter over to Murphy who hroughtit to .- .

the attention of the chief of forensic
psychiatry at Walter Reed Army, Medi--
cal Ceater. He advised Murphy sthat
the writing was characteristic of; “an
envious paranoid, full of hatred who;
could be murderous.

People with thaese sympto:ns, hb
said,
ement of persenmal contact,” such ds:

. son in éxalted circumstances,” such a5
the President or FBI direttor. ©"
Added the chief’ psychlatnst “l .

were in of recently released from g
mental hospital” The writed could.
commit “acts based on (his) dxstorted'
perceptions,” said the psychmtrlst :

Concludes the secret report: “it is
not inconceivable that a demented vet-
eran or a parangid, anti-military type.-
could have committed an act of muji- -
der in Philadelphia’s Bellevue Hotel
based on these ‘distorted ‘percep—
tlUnS "

suade htm that the 1962 act “had a Signifi-
cant negative effect on the rate of innova-
tion.” The amendments must be regarded
as “‘one of the principal factors responsi-
ble for the observed decline” in the dével-
opiment of new pharmaceuticals. :

. Let me put it more bluatly. The Kefau-
ver amendments of 1962 produced a clas- -
sic case of the hberal syndrome at work.

ta &l Ak

mlrodizced' )

irect thair hatred against “an gl

their own physician, or againsi 3 pef-

would not be surprised if this,persoa.
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“Chemical Action
~ In Living Cells

* By HAROLD M. SCHMECK Jr.

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Oct, 27—Two scientific
teams reported today experiments in
which they each switched on a chemical
process in living cells by giving the celis
an artificial genetic message prepared in
the laboratory.

Each team accompiished the feat by
splicing the artificial message into natu-
ral cellular components called plasmids
and then inserting the plasmids into live
ing bacteria that were the subjects of
the experiments.

Scientists of both groups said a major

significance of their achievement was in
the ‘flexibility of the methods used and

. the Jprospect for using the method for
revolutionary practical applications—for
example, inducing bacterta to grow
scarge substances such as insulin.

"We've gane out of the area of basic
scierice into the area of practical applica-
tion;”" said Dr. Herbert Boyer of the Uni-
versity of California, San Francisco, in

a statement released by the university.

The statement was timedforthepubli-.
cation tomorrow in the scientific journal
Nature of reports from Dr, Boyer's group

and a group at Cornell University. The .
two research groups did their experi- -

ments independently of each other, but
tsed artifictally preapred
frem the same source.- .

The group in which Dr. Boyer is a lead-
ing investigator includes. scientists from
his institutfon and also from Califoraia
Institute of Technology, National Re-
search Councill of Canada and City of
Hopfe National Medical Center, Duarte,
Calif, : )

Bacterial ‘Factories' in View

In an interview by telephone, Dr, Boyer
said he cowtd foresee, within a few years,
development of bacterial “factories™ for

genetic material -

Wash. Posf.ﬁ
Oct. 28, 1976, p. A-24
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Progress at the National Institute of Education

The Oct. 18 column by Jack Anderson
and Les Whitten dealt with a Civil Serv-
ice Commission report citing a number
of personnel problems at the National
Institute of Education (NIE). However,
the colunm did not mention an impor-
tant fact—the commission’s report was
issued last year (June, 1975) and re-
ported on an evaluation done the pre-
vious winter. :

Because a great deal has cceurred
since then, I would like to clarify sev-
eral points raised by Mr. Anderson:

" Quoting from the commission’s re-
port, ithe column stated that NIE “is af-
flicted with ‘unusualiy and needlessly
high payrol costs,” " and that “there is
‘no assurance that the work being per-
formed is necessary.’ ” Since the com-
mission’s report was issued, nearly all
of NIE's position descriptions have

been redesigned, restructured, or re--

classified to ensure that they accur-

" ately reflect actual job duties and re-
sponsibilities. NIE is also carrying out a
complete audit of each of its 305 em-
ployees to ensure that those position
descriptions remain accurate. Last
April, the commission expressed its sat-
isfaction with the thoroughness and
completeness of NIE’s efforis to resolve
its personnel issues,

Mr. Anderson’s eolumn further
stated that “hondreds of promotions
have been made that are in viclation of
the law.” In its report, the commission
called for a thorough review of each
promotion.made during a 161ronth pe-
riod during which NIE did not have a
forimal merit promotion plan in effect.

Since then, each promotion has been:

carefully reviewed and any discrepan-

cies resolved. A formal merit promo-

tion plan also has been developed with
CSCapproval.  ~ '

Lastly, the column stated that NIE is

"plagued with a lack of organization.” |

- firmly believe that this is no longer the

" case. Since I became NIE director in .

.. May, 1975, we have established clearcut

- guidelines governing the hiring and

the production of substances like insulin .

and pituitary hommone using much the
same method as that employed in the
experiments reported today.

Dr, Ray Wu of Cornell University's de-

% partment of biochemistry also suggested

a very similar possibility in ‘discussing
his team’s accomplishment,

The plasmids used to insert the artifi-
ial gemetic messages into the bacterial
115 in both sets of experiments are cir-
lar structures of thé genetic material
oxyribonucleic acid (DNA) that are a
2107 forte of =2 new csrientific field

called beta galactosidase. This was done
by inhibiting a rormal repressor sub-
stance in the cell from acting to prevent
the genes from beisg switched on,

The artificial genetic material for both
sets of experiments was synthesized by
Dr, Saran A. Narang of the National Re-
search Council of Canada, in Ottawa.The
artificial materil used not only included
the cenetic messare hut also added sep-

. promaotion of NIE employees. We also
have instituted strong equal employ-
ment opportunity and affirmative ac-
tion programs. ' '

Since April, 1976, we have provided

the Civil Bervice Commission with
quarterly repofts on NIE's progress in
resolving these personnel issues. In an
Aug. 24 letter to me, John D, R. Cole,
director of the commission’s Bureau of
Perstnnel Management Evaluation,
noted that his review of NIE's most re-
cent report “reveals a strong commit-
ment by yourself and the NIE Person-
nel Division to improve the effective-
ness of personnel management at the
institute.” He added that “This effort is

showing positive results and shewld

continue to do so with your support.™
Personnel issues such as these cannat
be resolved guickly or easily. Nonethe-
less, both NIE and the commission be-
lieve that definite progress has been
made. The situztion is no longer as it

was when the report was issued 15 -

months ago.
HAROLD L. HODGKINSON,
Director,
HNatétonal Institate of Eduzation.
Washington .
FDA

caont. from page 2

lutely effective. Risks always are present
—and risk is abhorrent to the bureavcrat-
ic mind. “The FDA offictal stands to bear
heavy personal costs if there is a bad out-
come from the approval of a mew drug,
but he receives liftle of the benefits of a
good quicome.” In any uncertain situation,
government tends to err on the side of .
eaution and delay. Inpovation strangles ia

- red tape.

Does the consumer benefit from this
excessive solicitude? Mr. Grabowski says .
no, and gther scholars agree. Americans
are being denied drugs of choice available
in other nations; and iromieally, these .
drugs often are safer than those approved

for domestic use.

Wil we learn anyihing from the sad ex-

perience of drug regulation? Probably not
Jimmy Carter and his liberal Democratic

.

third-party funds.”

" loses money because the reimbursement

cont. from page 1 .
sus’in municipal hospitafs,” said Tonald
Ashkenase, acting senior vice president
for finance. .

Another corperation official out it this
.way: “We definitely are trying to. fill
every bed we can with Medicaid patients
because they represent reimbursable.

Action Is Called Forced

While Mr. Ashkenase and other corpo-
ration officials agreed that’ actively at-
tempting to admit additional patients ran
counter to conventicnal health policies,
they said they were forced fo seek them
because of what they described as inequi-
ties and inconsistencies in reimbursement -
policies for public and private hospital
care.

According to city and state health au-

thorities, pressure to admit patients stems °

from the fact that Medicaid, Medicare,
Blue Cross and other public and private
health care insurers gear their relmburge-
ment formulas to patients being admitted
to hospitals, rather than those treated
as outpatients.

Every time a Medicaid patient is treated
in a city hospital clinic as an outpaiient,
corporation officlals contend, the city .
rates glo not meet actual costs. B

The corporation has up e now spon-
sored programs that avoid admissions, or
at least shorten them, when they cannat
be averted,

Heaith officials said that outpatient
seTvices represented a financial drain be-
cause they recovered far Jess Federal and
state reimbursement funds than for inpa-
tlant cara,

Medicaid relmburses the cliy

by an
average of $200 a day for every beg

) > R A Do
tient it covers. And since its costs the

corporation about 70 percent of thwet fig- <
- ure just to support an empty bed, the

refmbursement formula encourages it to
fill the bed with a patient, whether it
is medically justified or not, simply to-
collect $200. ; '
Formula Pictured as ‘Insane’

_Dr, Edmund 0. Rothschild, 2 corpora-
tion senior vice president, and Mr, Ashke-
pase agree that the Medicaid reimburse-

ment formula is “insane” and only en.

courages hospitals te admit patients who
could be easily treated for far less money
as outpatients.

Stephen Berger, the exscubive director

" of the State Emergency Financial Control
Board, which seeks to exeit pressure on

the corporation to cut its spending, de-

scribed the reimbursement formulas of -
Federal programs and private insurers’

such as Blue Cross as “nailing patients

to beds.”

Mr. Ashkenase said, "I we were
properly reimbursed for outpatient care,
we wouldn't be trving to admit new pa-
tients.” But he said the comporation had
no alternative and that individua! hospi-
tal directors were heing “pressured to
maximize admissions.” -

As 4 tesult, poor persons with Medicaid
cards seeking treatment in municipal hos-
pitals are now much more likely to be -
admitted as patients. On the othar hand
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'rauds in SSI ] eing checked

By William R. Cash

. Globe Statf

Some 60 to 70 cases of al-
Jdeged fraud in the ‘Supple-
.mental Security ‘Income
(S8I) payment -program
-have been uncovered by the
Integrity Office of the So-

cial ‘Security Administra-

tion (85A) since its -estab-
lishment here, Aug. 1, -ac-
te an -office
spokesman.

Raymond C. Sinibaldi,
‘head of the new office, was

-away on business, ‘hut. the
:spokesman who- chose. to.re-
-main:-anonymous-because of
‘participation in investigato-
ry:work said: “There is qQuite
-a :hit of activity in. fhis
office™ .

He said at'least three cas-

s of alleged fraud, locally,”

‘have been referred to.the US
Attorney in-Boston for pros-
-ecution soon,

‘Other .alleged ‘fraudulent
«cases have been’ uncovered
in ¥Vermont, where a deci-
sion is awaited in .cne case

SENIOR SET

cases have been referred to
the US Attorney in Port-
land, Me., for prosecuticn,
the spokesman added.

The SSI.Program Integri-
ty Office, -located at 100
Summer st., “Boston, MA,

02110, covers the six New -

England States.

Local and "New Eng]and '
offices-of SSA refer casesto;

“the Integrity. Office where: ‘of alleged fraud uncoversd

) | found reciplests concealed
The Integrity -Office]

fraud js suspected,

works closety with the Dis-

trict Offices which 'may-

receive telephone .tips or

mail -gconcerning -alleged

frauds -from persons who
claim to know ‘somebody is
illegally .obtaining SS8I

monthly benefits. Investiga-
tors .are immedately. as-

signed from ‘Sinibaldi's of-
fice to follow up the
charges,

The S5 program prnvideé
a cash assistance to- needy

persons 65 and over, also to

‘blind and disabled persons.

" Eligibility for SSI is Te-

stri¢ted by the smount of in- -

come and resources avail-

‘able to-an individual or cou~

ple.
"It is $1500 for a single per-

:son and -$2250 for a couple.

Different living arrange-
ments alsohave an effect on

-the payment amounts.

The Integrity Office
-gpokesman said some cases

pm]ects that really affect the uhele .
area.” sald Dean Montgomery. exeuy-

" claiming in their applica-

tions they were without

funds.

“He -said ‘other abuses ‘of
the program -included fail-

ure -to report back interest
on savings; recipients work-
ing while claiming ‘they
were not-and:couples claim-
ing" they -are not living to-
gether when:they -are,

S81 tedipients:found to'he
in violation "of “the benefit
prograrm and lable for prog-

" ecution -are first granted-an

interview or hearing where

they are informed of their

-income and savings, after rights,
Health _
cont. from page 1

- ‘dispuite between ‘the E
seulor sand formoer P.osi(.ent ‘Nixcn

than $100,000.

Busiag ) "

icont.. From ipage El.
ihis ;approach would pnoduce ‘he ‘went
on: T, -seems safe 4o "aay-however
-thatit:is! lnghlv-xmpl' iblethat ~but
for the radtsiof wacia dmcummatzon—
every .grade dn ‘every séhiog] in: north-,
errr New ‘Castle «Cournty «would ihawa
been between df -and I35 per cenl

itack.” asithedower:court:ordered.
For Atechnied] .reasons. Bork :said. .

“the Wilmington:case-ordingrily should

‘be heard by ‘the "Third iU:8.. :Gireuit
Loutt of i\]:]i"alq Jn Pk ﬂadr.lphm he-
fore reaching ‘the high -court. ‘He
noted-that Aif ‘the:court wwants'te ‘hear
the +vikmington cand  Andianapolis
cases together, «t ccuk!-etmclﬁe 1ts
jmne; m by pass:]

‘[hat X
1974 to t'\podne ‘Hual -adtion ia ihe

overthe Wihite #ouse tapes.

The -eourt zeoulil.act inthe Austin
costas sgarly Cas Alomday bul s nut
sepediled to sdegide entil after the

‘election whether to <holdfull hearings -

on Wilmington:and irdianapolis.

Area thealth plannmo
:hodies usually make recommendations

already tried and :several

N.Y. Times

Oct. 28, 1976, p. 9

ORDER ON SCHOOL BUSING
IS APPEALED IN KENTUCKY
LOUISVILLE, Ky, 0ct, 27 (AP)—Teffer-

son County officials who contend that
a Federzl judge went too far in ordering

extensive busing to integrate schools in.

‘the Louisvilie area took their case to a
higher-court yesterday.

The Jefferson County: Attoruey, J. Bruce -
‘Piller, said that the. appesl was filed in

the United States Court -of -Appeals for
the ‘Sixth Circuit in Cincinnati. He said

that the appeal condended that Federal

District Court Judge Jamejs F. -Gudron
tad misunderstood instructwns from the
appellate court -panel

p?ﬁd.ge Gordon at the direction &f the

mdarad crhanle inT the

tive director of the Noerthern Virginia®

agency.
Members of that body wrote ‘the

. first drafts and ealled the meetings

this summer and fall that finally led
to the coerdinaiing agreement.

The wvears of long unsuccessiul el
fart 10 form an area-witie health and
" hospilal planning body starfed in 1981
when President Joiin F. Kennedy

' asked HRW Secretary Abraham Ribi- |
cotf to develop a single council with |

power to Teview hospital building for
the enfire area,

HEW kept pushing for a single area-
wide body untit a lew years ago. In
Decembey, 1973, Congress passed a
new national health planning act that
set as one goal establishihg strong reo-
gional planning bodies to eut.across
state lines-in multistale meiropelitan
area.

Buf—in various combinalions -at
various times—District. Maryiand and

Yirginia officinois refused to join in-a

single agency. Whenaver some sgreed,
others refused.

“In spirit, that’s what. we'd like to,
-~have said Montgomery. “At least.

walta falkran a frrward sten  the firet

" Hnsnital h

to a‘state agency, with a final deciston

: .usuall-y being madeby-seme-stite ¢l

cial.
In tlus area, only D.C..still-has :aa
‘old and 'weak health planning regula-
tion that Tras.net yet-been vevised to
give the Districl .government elear
coniral’over:all majol new- equlpmem
and health conters.

'The District -alse has 3agszed hehind
Maryland and Virginia in vevising s
health’ plapning apparsius to  win
HEW - designation a5 an  appraved
agenry under Adhe sew fedeval law.
Virginia and Maryland *already have
that approval, .

The arca’s health planners mean-
while have besn trying, with mixed
sueeess, Lo stem the tide of new. huild:
g and buying.

Two doctors.-are sebeduled to-soon
open a $406,000 walk-in, watk-out. sy
gery -center 'in a downown ‘Washing-
ton oflice huilding. T
quired-to getIdistricl health planners’
approval, though they would: rave had
to get approval in Maryland or ¥ir-
gihia.

A mew Prince GEUrr’Eb Generalg.

ey wWere 1ot re- -
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