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Bad New_s' Battery Charges

Baﬂexy C‘harges
By Lucy Relly . ©
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- bnuary's Rose Garden cele-
beasion taunching the AN
Advanced Datery Consortion is
becoming a holiow victaey for
the Bush sdmivistration with the
gtawing reatizalina that the
-event viotated Whits Honse pol-
ity w help tmaller compa-
niss—and 2t the . very lcast
ypasses federal law, - e

The $260 million eonsortioe
uniies the Departrent of Bvers

- gy, Generzl Miptozs, Ford,

Chmler and the Blocuic ?awer

- That, the

tinnchlmd ur.bnuL
. G‘Wﬁ M 'llb-
tates the intent of & CRADA,

Bayh-Dole Act, which sipulaes
that snait besinesses and noa-
profit ocgsnizations shoutd

receive peefercutial weatment

from /)l fecdered ageucies con-
cerhing vighis surrcunding
tweentions developed thraugh
Foderaliy funded research.

. Funder, by ywaliowing gy the
ropety rights of smaller com-
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© Research Tnsiine In dovelaping.
-pdvavced banery ichnologies - . -

'+ for glecteic vehicles ander e
gavernment's  Cooperative

. Rescarch amd Exvelopmant

 Ayreemert {CRADA) program. 4

However, any company. ofher

than BPRI or the Big Three

Autamakers that paricipates ix
the DISABC must first, to

: receive wny DoE fanding, mli-
§ quish imedicctual propenty righis -

10 any developments arkding o

msmuzdou mc 9 .

continied ﬁ-m
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sechnology transfer
- Dol wiil then m fund-

mg for conducting restarch on
ehexic vehicles—wnd walve the

tium fior susoewhilo
- Thug if “jonior” members panic-

 exclusive rights ta the ¢onsor- -
apptications,

* Ipating in the coasortium “reake

& commercial breaktheongh on
.- itw batierdey, USABC gais it for
nothing,” said ane Lechnology

‘transfer insider. The Dig Thees
‘would reap 3l the benafits, both

panies and osganizalions, DoB
alfectively eliminates afl incen-
tive for an iverlor t cooumes-

© gialize an effory’ witk the

o — USABC-~a contradiction l)fl

“ highly publicieod XA
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‘terrible i jiw & tenible precedent,”

' saidk ¥.ia Nelen, associue direc-

precedent. oo th Matsachupeis s

af Technatogy Technology

It,s Chem‘ = g‘fioc“?ing Office t;l} gmcsmm

l : | Association (versity

p‘c g ﬁl& Techmlm mﬁuageu, “I's

cheaty-p g the winnens, As

wmners soon 33 it Jooks good, snmboziy
will oowme afiee it -

Vemume & - : Techuology uansfer expens

L . -

mvibaie the curfent viwation o
fepal weangling by atweacys
frow bath Dok and ihe Big
Three, whi appoar to have swept
aside previous panicipation
aepoiiations in m c(fan 1o push
the deat through quicki

“I was a lawyer's sp:cmi"
osteasibly desighed 10 Centralize
ownership in the consoninm W
tning proepl commeercializasion
of the technologies, said one
insider. Yt the majordly of inno-
vative deaigns ste tapecicd 1o
hail froma smaller businesses,
now being wamed against panic-
ipation in the USABC by many
fededal and private 1ech-tignsfer

specialists wha beitsve the only -

benefictarics will be EPRL and
the Big Three,

Foltowing direction from 3,
Mickat) Davig, DoE assistant
secretary for conservadon and
eoowable soergy, the USABC
wecently requesied approval fromn
1he Comméreo Depantment o
deviste from caistiag U5, laws
bastd on “excepiions) circum-
stances,” said Commerce Under
Secrewary of Tochnology Dr.
Rebert White on Jan, 15. Whie
did mox approve the request.

- "DeE bas concluded Uiy small

' § busincsses dnd noaprofit orgoi-

zaions shoub] be preclded fron
oweing 2l 1he rights in their
faventions relating 1o advanced
bantery rescarch funded by the
department,” White wrotn in his

- gnswer 1y Dok,

"“The descrmination refies upos
conkeatized decizion-making,
ignorex the veeds of small busi-
nesses and monprofis organiza-
Hiona and FCMOVEs a0y incentives =
for iem oy their employess 1o
work wiih USABC,™ he adidod,

The Small Business Adminig- -

fsation aiso wrote a letier o

. agers of the USABC, coneposad

of senier  persoanet from
Cheysler, Foud amd GM,
When ammounced last fall, the

' 'cam.omum was well recsived
© uedd regarded as oac of the fist
.. fajor indtiatives tylag together

mdus!n; and government, Fund-

- ing for the progeam ix 10 be
shiest cqually, with DoE givieg -

$130 mittioe aver Tive yoaes und
jrdustey comatied In sk
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- BOE, which noted the unlaiv -
- trearment by DoE and the man-
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