
STANFORD UNIVERSITY
STANFORD, CALIFORNIA 94305

Area Code (415) 497·0651
Telex: 348402 STANFRD.5TNU

OFFICE OF
TECHNOLOGY LICENSING
105 Encina Hall

April 16, 1984

Ms. Darcia Bracken
Department of Commerce
14th and Constitution NW, Room 4816
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Darcia:

Attached is the information you requested about the "informal survey" that I
made of 20 universities active in technology transfer. As you can see, I got
16 responses which wasn't too bad. One attachment is a copy of the letter I
sent out to 'the universities and a sample response. The other attachment is
my handwritten notes tabulating the responses.

Let me know if you have any questions, and please give my regards to Joe and
Norm.

Very truly yours,

~~f;
Niels J. Reimers
Director, Technology Licensing

Enclosures
NJR:kla
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Mr. Theodore C. Wood
Manager
Patents and Licensing
Cornell University
P.O. Box Dh, Day Hall
Ithica, NY 14853

Subject: Experience Under PL 96-517 (as Implemented by
OFPP Circular A1Z4 "Patents-Small Firms and
Non-Profit Organizations, Effective Date 3/1/8Z")

Dear Ted:

/ £

This is an informal survey of about ZO universities active in technology
transfer to gain some insight into the effect PL 96-517 may be having on our
operations.

I hope you'll be able to respond within two weeks. If any questions will
take a significant effort in order to prepare a response, please just skip
the question. All respondents will get a summary of the survey results.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Very truly yours,

~v'-
«'Nr.ns .':1 t; 'Reilner s .,.
Director, Technology Licensing

Enclosure
NJR:jm
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PL 96-517 Survey.

1. Number of disclosures

Number:

1978

41

1979

45

1980

':-3

1981

27

1982

')fi

2. Administration

Extent PL 96-517 effected patent administration (as oppnsed to licepsing)
such as negotiation of patent clauses, petitions for release of rights,
reporting, etc.

more
admin

/~
i~), ~

\, ..-------.-
some

reduction
large

reduction
(circle
closest)

Result of reduced (or increased) administrative FTE "person power.

Reduction in force or transfer? __

Used to Increase licensing effort? __

Othe r' -------- _

3. Licensing

Change in licensing staff in FTE (post PL 96-157)__~--~~O--~~~~----­
(Example: +1.5 FTE)

4. Industry Research Support

In your opinion, has the reduced prospect of "contamination" (through
certainty of rights to government-supported research results) led to
greater industry-university_r~yearchcollaborations? (Circle)

No No opinion ~~b"b~) Definitely Other __
''-...---

Percent change in proportion of industry research support (to total
research support) over last 5 years:

From 4.1 % in 1978 to 2..:.1. % in 1982.

-1-
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5. Experience with Government Agency Exceptions

An agency "may" (A124, Paragraph 7. a , ) exempt a Go Co or specif ic funding
agreements from the standard A124 patent rights clause, which gives a
first option to contractor.

If your institution manages a Go Co, has any agency exercised the exemp­
tion; i.e.) continues to require petitions for release of rights?

NSFAgency' -:..::=-=- _

noE;;
X1

No Go Co

Number (if any) of funding agreements, by agency, for which exemption
exercised.

NSF-l
(Example: DOE-5)

6. Government Research Laboratories

It has been postulated government research laboratories act to:

(a) reduce level of extramural funding, becoming "competitors" with
university fa~ulty/student Lesearchers, particularly in energy research,
and

(b) make it difficult to encourage industry to invest in development
of promising scientific discov~riesJ particularly in energy, because of
"competition" by these laboratories.

Your reaction to (a): don't know
(''do'nt--kn'ow,'' "more perceived than real," e t c , )

Your reaction to (b): don't know

Any specifics? Yes No (Circle)

7. Post PL 96-517

Indicate if you see any intellectual property problems at the agency­
university interface that could be improved.

Invention r enor t Lnz obligations, He canusually determine

if government bas rj gbts bnt can't ; dentify each frant from

each as.encv , o ar t i.cuLar l,v "CooT)erative Pcesearch"---.E:rants.
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