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.F-RO_M_ ‘i - Chief, Patent Branch Legal Oifice - - TR i
. TO : Techmcal Staff OTAC Detroxt Arsenal-
SUBJECT: Why Petents
" As a member of the OTAC ~Detrait Arsenal researck and engineering team -

'you are engaged in vehicular technology. One of the most Jmportant preducts of
our Installation is knowledge..

Under the laws. oi the Uluted Stetes, a nght of ownershxp may exist in such
intellectual property. We in Government kave a positive duty to msure[that nghts
resulting from-our efforts are used for the pulrhc good,

One of the furms in- whmh these nghts are mamfested is the patent grant.
Therefore, te g research and engineering organizatian, some knowledge of inven-
tions and the patent laws is essentml ‘When our theoretical discoveries find-
tangible expression in a néw device, methed or composltmn, we must consider
the steps necessary to protegt our rights. . Altematnrely we may find ourselves
paying someone else.for the, pnvﬂege of. usmg our. own developments.

I“hope that th:s booklet w111 serve to point out to each of you some: of the
measures we at OTAC - Detroit Arsenal must take to Insure that the results of
our effarts are not used by others in e manner centraty to ‘the hest mterests of ;
Ordnance and out Government, ek

R.M. Lyon
Ch, ORDMC-LP




patenting its discoveries, we may find that others will
obtain patents on inventions which rightfully- belong to
us and will then be able to force the Government {0 pay
royzlties for the nge of the ideas of its own people
Therefore, in addition to the enhancement of our reput-
ation resulting from patents issuing to OTAC - Detroit
Arsenal employees, it is essential that we protect the
Gnvemment from posslble future damage sults '

- In a.ddltlon to-the- duty you owe Amy Ordnance as
a Govemment employee to assist in protecling- Govem-
ment nghts, patents are very zmportant to you.as an in-
dividual member of our team. When you make an invent
ion undér certain condmons, which will be expla.:ned _
later, you may be in a: ‘position to collect royalty pay-' ‘
ments from any commercial manufacturer who uses your
invention for nongovemnental purposes. The patent
grant that may result will also enhance your ‘scientific
and professional reputation. -Who among us has ever
filled out-an employment application that'did not ask
for a list of issued patents? We need only lock ‘to Dr.
Goddard, o see a perfect example of a brilliant seient-
ist who reahzed the importance of patentmg his ldeas
The many patents (over 200) that were held by Dr.
Goddard encompassed the entu-e f:eld of early develop-
‘ments in tocketry '




---wuv PATENTS

“'Why bother with. patents anyway’ We all know
that. the Govemment can use.a patented mventmn

If that is. your feelmg, this. booklet is mtended .
for you because the Government has as.much need
for patents and for patent protection as.does private

_industry. Although the Government can’t be i}revented,

- from using a patented invention, it can.be and often‘is.

sued for damages if it or any of its contractors mfrmge
a patent Therefore, we still need protectlon even-

‘though the reasons may be shghtly drfferent £rom thos.e o

“of eommerclal orgamzat:ons T

Over three mllhon patents have been :ssued to -
date by the United States Patent Office. Many of these
have expired and the information they contain'is public
property o be used by anyone, but there are stil] about’
seven hundred thousand unexpn-ed patents in effect,
Only -a very small percentage of these are owned hy or
licensed to the Government. Therefore, we have about
seven hundred thousand potentml mfrmgement suits, -

for money damages if we use the mventlons covered; S -
" by these exrstmg patents o . 3 R

As a member of- the research
and engineering team in a Govern-
ment insiallation that'is pushing
Torward in vehicular technology,
you are aware of the new.develop-
ments we perfect every day. Many
others are alse working in these -
areas. If the Government does not
protect 1tself by documenhng and.




electric light, the cotton gin, the alrplane or : thie
transistor. These very impertant inventions reauited
in the establishment of entirely.new mdustnes, but
are not typical of the many patents gtanted to-American
industry. You.-should.not deprecate your idea because
you do tiot feel Iike an Edison-ora Marconi: ‘but rather
. you should apprecmte that wha.t may seem: like & rel-
atwely minor improvement: could be a major. contnh- ;
ution to the over-all OTAC- Detrmt Arsenal develop-'
“ment pictm‘e Many inventions, whnch[when first made
seemed. ummportant Tater became- recogmzed 48 tm[y
sxgmﬂcant contributions to- technology Therefore

- when you dream up 3 new electronic circait, a. new -
mechanical strucinre or @ dlfferent method of accomp-
lishing a desired result, you should siop"for 2 moment
to consider the. desuablhty of attemptmg to: obi:am :
patent protection. Many times 2 new use has been
found for a device which: ltself is.old and ﬂus new
use has resulted in the issuance of a patent. -While
only a few of us will be: fortunate enough to establish
the hasis for:a new mdustry, a great many of our . -
pecple make patentahle inventions-in the course of .
their day to day research efforis. . Certamly it is-a
part of your job to take a few moments to submit .
these ide2s io your employer so that 0TAC. can
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Last but not lesst is the immediate monetary

" award that will result from a patent application being -

being filed in your name by Ordnance.. AR 672-301
specifies that Ordnance employees whose invention
disclosures result. in' patent applications will be
eligible for an initial ‘award of $50 and will be eligible
for an additional award ‘of $100 when a patent covering
the invention.-disclosure is issued: - These awards may
be snpplemented by additional. awards 1f it'is found -
that the mventlon results in money savmgs 1o Ordnance

WHAT ISA‘PATENT

Patents are. :speclfically authonzed by the U S
Constitation to promote the progress.of science and

the useful arts. As.an.incentive to invent or toin-

vest money in inventive development ‘the Government
grants the inventor or his -assignee.the rlght to exclude
others from makmg, using. and sellinig his invention

for seventeen years. “As a consideration for this grant, .
the inventor is required to disclose his invention in:

full detail. This will permit others to use it after his

patent expires and, more important, may-: stlmulate :
other mventmns along «snmlar lmes e ‘

The patent is.an excellent way to dlssemmate
technical information, because this is Where many

‘corporations and research groups-look: to find the

latest technical ‘developments. By the very nature of
the patent grant a full and. complete disclosure of how
the invention is made and practlced is requlred in
order that a patent may 1ssue

Many of our people when thmkmg in terms of
what 13 patentable, consuier only thmgs like the




Thus when we realize that our efforts hav'e-r_esnlfe& B
in something new and valuable, we are able to look
© back and prove exactly when each stage occurred.

Asule from the lmportance of your notebook
entry as a legal document to the patent attomey who-
will handle your case, it pmvndes a convenient place
to mamtam apersonal record of your sclentlflc achleve-
. ment : : g

After carefully recordlng the content of your in- "

-, vention and the imporiant. dates; it is necessary that -

you show diligence. We can think of diligence as -
meaning that once an invention is made [we can’t 51t
on it for several years and then expect to have a
:patent issued. We must go ahead and file the patent
_ application ‘as soon as practical after the mventlon
has been concelved and preferably redu(:ed io a work—
' ahle form. C : : ‘

Finally, when considering how you protect your
idea, you should be careful that you don’t broadcast
to the world all of the-details of your. ‘invention as -
“this- may result in: some other- person fllmg a patent
- ap pl__matum and t_:lalmmg_to he the inventor of your idea.




: "protect you and the Government Furthermore e

T remember that this is a step whlch ‘can only 1nure to

'your beneflt :

o Ho,w_'ro’PRorscrf.rouR. iDE,A_.

o There are many prtfalls between your conceptlon _
of an mventlon and the issuance of. a valld United

: 'States Patent. As the inventor you are the. only person .

that can protect your idez in its initial stages Later
" on, your OTAC patent attomey will help you take the

necessary. steps to insure that’ the rrghts in your idea -

- are not- lost. However, most of his efforts will be "
' _based ‘on_your: ground work ‘The most lmportant step
is to clearly record the- detalls of your mventlon bemg
' very. careful to document dates a.nd to; secure srgnatures
of wrtnesses to. your descnptlon Each sclentrst
engineer and technlcran should maintain a laboratory
notebook as a- convement and avarlable place to main-

tain such records. - Paragraph 18, ORDP 20- 135 (Inven-. .

_ tions, patents “and Related Matters) provides brief in- -
structions. on’ keeprng a laboratory notehook which, if:

complied- wrth ‘should ‘insure that you have taken every :

- step necessary to rmtlally protect your 1dea

o Smce most: of us den’t make “flash of gemus _
mvent;ons hut rather. make_ the kmd referred to as -
“five per. cent msplratro end mnety fwe per cent
perspxratmn, our: mventlons result from weeks or -

- sometimes months of: contlnuous effort For this

reason, we don’t know. whrch of our: zdeas may. be
unportant ata later date so we should trgyr to record
each stage of our mvestlgatmn a5 we go along
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HOW WE GET INVENTIONS

When you, A5 an DTAC Detro;t Arsenal -employee,
make an. invention the patent people don't know about
it untii you - tell them. “There are probably many ways
that you can bring your invention fo the atiention of.
the Patent Branch.of the Legal Office and if you have :
any questions you should either call or drop in to his
office and; dlscuas your problem However, like most
things, there is.a prefen'ed ‘way to submit your mvent—
fon. Repmdnced on.page 8 you wﬁi find 2 copy of the

standard Ordnance. Corps * A’ Military Invention Record.”

This has been designed to- provide you with a convenient
method for submlttmg the necessary mformatmn to en-
able yonr 0TAC patent .attomey to get-to work to pro- -
tect your idea. ‘Copies of this form may be secured -

from your supervisor or from the Patent Branch of the.
Legal Offlce loca:ted m the Admlmstratmn Bulldmg

You w1ll find that thls form mc[udes spaces for the
title of your invention, your name-and home address, and
other information relatmg to the times and places at -
which- lmportant events eccurred. This information, in
addition to a technical descnptlon of your invention,
will provide the patent attorney w;th enough facts to-
begin workmg on your case. -By now you have provided
him with the details of the conception of your idea and
have generally indicated possible areas where QTAC-
Detroit Arsenal or Ordnance will use your invention.
Also, and this is very important, you have told him
" about any pubhcatwns you know of that descnbe ‘your
idea. . SRR




Number. The 1ssnance of 2 Ca.se Number and the,

preparzation of an invention case file is not. the same
as ﬁlmg a patent apphcatmn. This file is not the
same as filing 2 patent application. This fileis .
merely the Patent Branch nnmbered file in’ whlch o
your invention. dxsciosure is placed for rea.dy ref-
erence. . ' -

As soon as he can, the patent attomey to whom e

your invention is aSSIgned completes what is re-' '

ferred to as 2n ““evaluation of the mventlon.” ‘A

copy. of the invention is sent the cognizant. techmcai

supervisor with a request that he evaluate tile invent- - e

ion from the sta.ndpomt of Ordnance interest.” HIS L
report considers such questions as the technical -
lmpertance of the inverntion, the amount of money

that Ordnance has invested in its development and

_ the extent to which our: present or future pmgrams
may unhze the invention. This information pmvldes

a basig fer the B.ttomey te make a decision as-to.the.
advisability of making 2 novelty search. This search -
is conducted prior to the preparation of an application

in an attempt to determine if someone else has already

pubhshed the same mventmn. B

‘Next the attomey consxdets the patentablhty of.
the invention. Under the law only certain classes of

things sucl 2sf2 mechanical or electrical device for -
accompllshmg 2 useful purpose, a method of producing .
a useful article, 2 manufactured device or a physxcal

composition of matter-are protectable by patents.  Of -

~ course to be patentable, any of the above must. benew;
~ useful and not 2n obvmus mechamcai expedlent Some -

10
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This last point is very important because the
patent laws of the United States provide that ne
patent shall issue for any inveniion which has been.
described in 2 printed publication more than one year
prior to the filing of a paient application. This rule
may present an absolute bar to your getting a patent
and nothing your atiorney can do will get around it.
Therefore, it is important that he know if you have
presented any sciéntific papers or have published
your idez in a technical journral; Thus, he will know
if he should take your ¢ase out of the normal order
to insure that an application is filed in time. =

WHAT THE PATENT COUNSEL = -
'DOES WITH YOUR INVENTION

You will have a. number of contacts with your:
OTAC patent atiorney, so it might be well at this
time to tell you something of his work and explain
why he will ask some of the questions he does.
Briefly, the Patent Branch’s office prepares a case
file on each idea submitted, investigates its utility te
Ordnance, attemptis to determine if the idea is patent-
able, makes a determination of your rights as an in- -
ventor, prepares a patent application and prosecutes
it to maturity as a patent-;or at any of these stages
makes a determination for cause net to contmue with
the application..

First let us point out what the patent case file
is. When a deseription of your invention is received
by the OTAC Patent Branch, ii is assigned a Case




~

1.. PREPARES A DRAFT OF THE APPLICATION
The draft is accompanied by a drawing having
one or more figures which illustrate the invention
~and inclndes a specification which gives the title of
the invention, tells the subject to which the invention
relates, makes as convincing as possible an explanat-
ion to show that an invention has been made, states
the object or objects of the invention, and describes. .
in detail one or more examples of the invention. The
specification ends with a number of claims which de-
fine exactly what it is proposed to patent—that is,
exactly what it is proposed to exclude others from-
making, using or selling. If the attorney were ah- .
golutely sure he knew
. precisely what the invention-
was and exactly what was
old, one claim would be
sufficient. But inventions-
are elusive and appear .
differently: under different -
‘conditions and at different
times, hence it is pradent
to draw a number of claims
in varying form and scope.

2. - SENDS THE DRAFT TO THE INVENTOR FOR REVIEW
After the draft has been completed, it is sent
fo the inventor for his review. Ai this time the in-
ventor should check very carefully to insure that the
attorney has understood the invention and noti omitted
any importani features. When the draft is returned by
the inventor, it is corrected if the inventor has noted
" errors, or added to if he has called atteniion to omissions.

12




7/

‘examples of pateniable subject matter are electrical
devices, machine elements, metal alloys plastics,
coatings, methods of. manufacture, drugs or the method
of nging 2 mechanical device. :After determining that
. .the invention relates. to patentable subject matier, the
.sttorney considers the novelty of the invention, usually
by comparing it with the most- closeﬂy rolated patents
or literature: that he:knows of or which it is poss1ble
to find by means-of a-search. The most relevant:
patents found in guch a.search are nsually sent by the
- -attofney to the mventor forhis comments. In some -
cages the. patants may show. it 1mpossxh1e to obtam

& new patent on the submltted 1dea._ S

If it appears to the Patent Branch that 2 patent
“cannot. be obtained or that. - patent - would not'be of
gufficient value to justify its: costs, the attorney in-
forms the inventor-of the sitnation and states that he
.proposes to: place the disclosure in the inactive files.

If the invenior: pomts out some important feature of the
~ invention: which has been overlooked then the matter
.will be reconsndered 1F it should later develop that

there dre: lmportant Teasons’ for recons:denng the in-
“vention then 'the dlsclosure -
-can easily be restored to the coi
active ﬁles g :

When it has been declded :
that a patent: apphcatlon should :
be filed, the attomey usually
- proceeds in. the foilowmg
manner:

- 11




The app[ication, after filing, is assigned to-one-.
‘of the numercus exammmg divisions in the Patent
Office where it awaits iig turn before being consider-
ed. When it i is reached in the regular course of bus- -
iness, the examiner reads it. a.nd then makes a search
of the most clesely related patents The examiner’s
“search ig conducted with only the claims of the.
appll_catmn in mind; that is, he uses the spe_clﬁcation
‘merely to. gain an undetstandihg of what the claims
‘mean. After making his search, the examiner writes
a lettert(()ffme Actmn) in which he either.rejects or
allows each. of the claims. The patent attorney then '
congiders this:lettor and responds usually after con-
_sultmg with the inventor, making changes in the
application and presentmg arguments rebutting the
examiner’s position. The examiner may write another
 letter which is responded to and the exchange con-
tinues.until all the claims are either allowed or -
re]ected Thls process of re]ectlon and response
usually: takes at least two years. If all the claims are
allowed, then the patent.is issued in due course. If
some of the claims are allowed and the rejection of
other presented claims is. sustained on appeal, the
rejected claims are cancelled and the patent is issued
with the aIlowed claims, If no cla.lm is allow:.ed, the
3pphcatlon is ahandoned as unp atentable. L

YOUR INV’ENTION RiGHTS AS AN ORDNANCE EMPLOYEE

.The rights to which the Government is ent:tled in
inventions made by you as an emponee depends upon
the circumstances in each case. Where the Govern- -
ment retdins the entire right, title and interest in your

invention, such right is evidenced by an “‘Assignment”.

,.14




3. PREPARES A DETERMINATION OF RIGHTS
o Pr:or to. completing the apphcatlon, a determm-
ation of the inventor’s rlghts is made. In other words,
‘a decision as to whether the Government takes title
or the mvet:ter retains title and grants to the Govern-
 ment only a royalty-free hcense, is- prepared for the
Secretary of the Army, for Revrew by. the Commlsswner :
of Patents. Thls Teport. i is submltted makmg recomm-
endations in accordance with the establlshed govem- -
ment employee patent policles - The method in- which
this determmatmn is made 1s consrdered m further _
deta.rl below ' RARETRES 2 :

4. PREPARES AN INVENTION SUMMARY FOR TH E_
INCENTWE AWARDS REVIEW COMMITTEE
At the time the apphcatmn is forwarded for fihng.
“in the Patent thce, a summary of the mventron is :
Sk - - prepared a d"submitted te T
S the Incentlve Awards T
1.Rev1ew Commlttee in
Wa.shmgton D.C.. anng
“with'a recommendat:on '
2 ':that the inyentor be con-
sxdered for.a’ ‘cash award
-/ in accordance with AR '
: ".=_'672 301 :

5. ARRANGES FOR FlLING AN APPL&CATION

. - After’ the draft has been revised and put.in final -
' form, it is executed by the- mventer and flled in the S
_Umted States Patent Offrce Voo

6. PROSECUTES THE APPLICAT]ON TO ALLOWANCE
s AS A PATENT

13




”.'.(.a) A'ssigneﬂ dul‘.ies of the inventor.
(b) Sub}eot matter of the mventlon

('_c) Whether Gavemment funds, matenal tme, :
- or mformatlon were used in makmg the m- _'
~ vention. ' :

L (d) Whether the Govemment mtends to flle a
S patent a_pplrcatlon on. the 1r_|ve_nf.mn

,'_Most commercml concerns employmg engmeers
" and scientists requlre by separate coniract that all
" inventions made by such employees he eompletely
'assrgned to the employer However, the Govemment _
patent. pollcy is more’ advantageous to you a8, a Govem- '_
. ment:employee than the pollcy generally used by comm- L
o ercral flrms - - S '

_ Accordmg to establrshed regulatlons, :f you are
_ass:gned to. do research work’ and- make. an: rnventron
on Govemment time, usmg Govemment matenals, and
" the invention relates to your officaai dutles the :nvent—
ion Wlll belong to the Government However lf you make
" an invention at home, or: do a. major portxon of the, work .
*away from’ your job, or if you make an ‘invention unrel— '
~ ated to’ your assxgned dutxes or if for any. reason dtis.
T 'equltably fair that you should retam some. rrghts in o
©your mventron, the Government may take only a royalty-
- free license to use. the mventmn In. the latter case
you w1ll retam the commerci aI rlghts for nongovemment-
al purposes In such mstanoeS, if the invention isof
~ interest to Ordnanee your patent apphcatmn wrll be _
prepared and prosecuted by the Government at no’ cost -

16




which you execute. This means fhat you as the inventor
have transferred to the Government, much as is done by
employees in pnvete mdustry .ail of yonr nghts in the

. mventmn

In some cases the Gevemment retains only a “Ll-
cense®’ under lnventmns which it patents- for its emp-
loyees. This license:may be viewed as apermission.
to use the invention and to permit others to use it for:
the Government-withont the pa.yment of any royalty fee..
~ When only a lxcense is taken by the Govemment you as
owner of the pateni retain the: nght 1o exclude others
{except those makmg it for the Government) from using -
,the patented dev:ce Of course, this means. that you

: : © . may license others to use the
*- invention .of may. sell the pa.t—
" ent subject to the previcus.
. license which the Govemment
‘retains. You are said to re-
:tain. the ‘commercial rights
. “when you grant only 4 royalty-
free hcense to the Govern— ,
ment '

The rlghts of Ordnance
employees in’ their-inventions
‘are determlned by Executive .
‘Order 10096 ‘dated. Ianuary
23, 1950, and AR 825-20 This was promulgated to in-
sure » uniform policy ‘thrnughout the Government wi ith
"respect to- employee B nghts to their inventions. The
Commissioner of Patents Teviews -all: declsmns of the
executive agencles 10 msure umformty

_ The followmg are some of the: elemerﬁ.s considered
in determmmg "nghts‘ : : -

15




- .of work: under the contract, is re-
quired fo suhmlt to - OTAC- Detroxt
{ Arsenzl & report of any mventlons
" 'made in the performance of the
‘coniract. The Patent Bra.nch’
- office is able to mamtam records
whrch show. whether or not the
contractor has submltted the re-
qulred reports However, ‘we are
- unable to. keep techmcally aware
“of the many ‘diverse developments

contracted out by OTAC Detroit Arsenal, which-would

be necessary “if ‘we ‘were 1o be able 1o evaluate the
correctness of each contractor s report '

Therefore, by means ot' an’ OTAC Instructlon, _715-
.39, this. responmbllity has heen asslgned to- the Tech-
'nlcal Supervisor havmg responsxblllty for any given -
R&D contract. At the timé a- contractor submits hls
interim or frnal mventlon report, it.is: ‘sent to the e~
respon51ble engineer or scientist with & request that -
he concur.or suggest possﬂale areas of invention where
the Patent Counsel should mvestrgate further to insure
contractor comphance : .

In this ma_nner,_ th'e’ man 'most familiar __w_i.th-the
work being performed can advise the Patent Branch
as to whether or not inventions may have heen made
under any contract assigned to him. '

In the past we have found that contractors, due
to a shortage of patent personnel or a lack of interest'
in reporting pateniable. inventions to the. Govemment
have reported very few mventlons, consrdermg the

X -




HDW YOU HELP PROTECT GQ\'ERNMENT'S RIGHTS
N EONTRACTOR IDEAS '

While we are on the sub}ect of patents we should
consider the other. source from. which. Ordnance obtains
patentable inventions. .In .addition 1o those ideas sub-
mitted by.our 0TAC- Detro:t_Arsenal employees we
are-entitled to valnable patent__n_ght_s‘m inventions
made by our contractors in the icOﬁfs_e..'oi Ordrsnce fi-
nanced research and developments efforts. -

In each of our'R & D contracis. we include 2
Patent Rights Clause, -which s, reqtured by Section
9-107. of the Armed Serwces Procurement: Regulations.
This :clanse Tequires that.the coniracter report to
@rdnance all inveniions made in the performince of
work under any Ordnance contract. The term *‘made®’
means an invention that is either conceived or actually
reduced to practice in the course of wark required by
s contract.. The conception of an invention occurs at
the time the inventor first develops in his.own mind
the cemplete idea for the subject matier of the invent-
ion.. A reduction to practice takes place when the
inventor or his associates construct a working model

‘of the invention and demonstrate its practical feasib-
ility in the environment in mhich it is intended {o
operate. ‘

The Patent Branch of the Legal Office maintains
a file system covering all contracts lei by OTAC-
Detroit Arsenzl which include=< the Patent Rights
Clause, so that we may check on the contractor’s
compliance with the provisions of his contraet. Each
coniractor, a2t certain intervals and at the completion

1T




EMPLOYEE INVENTION

INVENTOR SUBMITS TO TECHNICAL
[

SEARCH®
NV ENTtON - SECTION FOR F o
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money we invest in research and'” '
_ ‘development. (ne way that you
can help insure that the resulis -
of research conducted ‘at the.ex-
pense of Ordnance are not sub-
“verted to the individual business’
aims of its contractors, is to in-

- sure that .all apparenily new dev-
elopments are brought to the att-
ention of the OTAC Patent Branch
at the earliest poss;b@e date. This.-
is one area where our éfforts are

nical man having knowledge of the
work performed under a contract -
conscientiously performs his por-
tion of the plan for insuring that
what is paid for by Ordnance will in-
ure to the bernefit of Ordnance and the
Government.

S Although, as the Techmcal Bup-
ervisor of 2 coniract, you are: not ex- .
pected to devote 2 major portxon of
your time io e_nforcm_g the patent pro-
vigions in our contracts, this is-cer-

_ tainly one of the many duties io wh:ch-
we must, a&dress onrselves

CONCLUSION '

Our business at’ OTAC Detroit .-
Arsenal is the advance of the state of
the art in vehicular technology If the
‘advancesiyou make are more than
‘trivial and are developed to the point -
of being useful, they are probably
patentable. If they -are-patentable, ‘
then it is alzo our business io protect
them for our own good and the good of
our country.

19
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U. S. CONSTITUTION,
ART. 1, SECTION 8

‘“THE CONGRESS SHALL HAVE POWER...
TGO PROMOTE THE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE
AND USEFUL ARTS, BY SECURING FOR

LIMITED TIHES TO AUTHORS AND INVEN-
~ TORS THE EXCLUSIVE RIGHT TO THEIR
~ RESPECTIVE WRITINGS AND DISCOVERIES.”

-
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This booklet has been prepared to answer in nonlegal'
and sometimes generai language some of the questions
which occur frequently among the OTAC - Detroit Atsenal

engineers, s_c:entzsts and techmmans ahout patents_. s

Many questxons are necessanly hlghly techmca.i
and cannot be answered within the scope of this small *
pubhcatlon. ‘When a speclfic problem drises you, should

refer the matter to the. Patent Branch of the’ Legal Office.
Thelr ]ob is to help you help ORDNAN CE
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